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Introduction

he first edition of S of the Nation in 1997 showed in graphs and statistics, with
accompanying commentatics, how much Australia had changed from the Australia
of 110 years ago, or 50 years ago, or even 25 yean ago. A second, subsmiially
expanded adition wis published in 1999, revealing conunuing, even accleranng change—
sometimes for the berer, someumes for the wone, At that rime, new trends were ideniified
tentatively, given the shart time lape.

There are no susch Hmbiapons in 2000, This thind edimon of St flﬁ' MR
demonairares that Australia is 3 country in the mids of probound social and economic
change. For the most par. quality and duration of life have improved. Australizns are,
on sverage. wealthicr, healthier, betier educared and more aciive than ever belore, Yot the
picture is ot entirely rosy. Where there have been changss for the wone. these have been
dramatic and unrelenting. The family an the primary economic and social wme s will
wnder threat, crime has sscalared, and drug use has continued ro rise unabated, [t is hard
i believe these rrends are not connected.

Previous cditions of St af vhe Mation have been very well seceived as fullilling the
meed for & publication that brings rogether, in one volume, satistical evidence and
informed commentary on the major aspects of sociery and the cconomy: This new edinon
i even more comprchensive and op-ro-date than the second edition. It i wsedul enher
slone or in sccompaniment with the previous editions, Because of the incressed breadih
of mareral, several new secrions have been added. Section 3 deals with the changing
circumstances of chibdien and families, and Sccrion 9 provides details on Communicanion
and Technology. The Economy section has again been substantially expanded, reflecring
the increased interest in, and community awarcnes of, cconamic mues,

The uschulness of a publicarion such s Siate of the Nation lies in the contribution i
can make 10 nformed public debate of social issues and grvernment policy. More generally,
it in a source of reliable information on 4 howt of subjects of intrnsic interest 10 the
gencral reader as well as 1o those with 8 profssional or scholarly porpose, mch as
academics, students, journalisn, politcians, and many others. Many of the erends depicred
mlh.'ilvulmwiﬂluFn:mﬂiu,udlhﬂﬁnplulndmwlﬂmmtmﬂmﬂquﬂlﬁ.
Some graphs may surprise, while others will challenye whar peaple have been led w
belicve.

[hara froem the 2001 Census s not yer availuble, and the bt Cenos was i 19%. On
subjects where data s collected only ar Consus, graphs could not be updared, Graphs
based on the 1996 Censas have therefore been incloded anly if tiey provide an impaortan
periprctive.

An effort has been made o trace cach staristical indicasor over ax long a thme period
as possible. In some cases, whether due o changes in reconding and publicanon, or
hecause the developments concerned ane recent (sich as information technology), anly a
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shodi weries i obiainable. An added impediment i the high comt af punchasing data thas
ihe Australian Bureau of Sesristics hai not Pqu.d'lni for Fuhli-: L.

in the Australian Burcau of Staristhcs” Yearbaoks. In recent vear, the Farbooks have become
less: consisent in their presentarion of data and, because they are published annually,
olten do not contain the most recen available data. In this edition, 3 wide rnge of
sotirces has beein used o provide the brosdest scope snd most recent information available.

The decision 1o prepare and publish St of the Nasion arose out of the work thar The
Cemry for Independent Studies (CI5) has done in gathering essential and background
data over several years a plntfihmnhnuug“ﬁhn;[ﬂtﬂmn Senounly” programme
of research, publication and ather activities. I will be seen thar much of the material in
this, a3 in previows editions, mch 2 dara on marriage. divorce, school education. juvenile
crime and o on, is closely related 1o sues affecting the well being of children, which is
the primary focus of the “liking Children Serfouly’ programime.

In 2001, CIS embarks on 3 new programme of research that follows on from “Taking
Children Seriously’, This new programme, ‘Social Foundations’, inhenits an impressive
and widely influeniial body of work on children and families, and extends the reach of
such work into adolescence and young adulthood. This third issac of Sue of the Nasion
provides amphe evidence of the need for such & programme ax this time.

¥

Jennifer Buckingham
The Centre for Independent Stushis
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Australian Population

Throughout the 20th century, Australia has sooght w iuc::urhpnfldl:inﬂ.ﬁml.uﬁl
wu.:.'lmdlmrrulfumhi—mm:uqnhwmd\rlﬂr'ﬂﬂyﬂndﬂtpﬂpﬂh&ﬂmhﬂwm
exceed that of many European nations over 3 period when the populations of many
Western nations have remained steady or declined.

In Figure 1.1, it can be scen that the Australian populanon incressed by a faor of
misre than five betwoen 1900 and 2000, The growth rite was comparatively low and
steady From 1894 1o 1943, when expansion by narwral increase was the fvoured policy,
and promotion of immigration from Great Brimin was moderaic and intermivent. In
the immediate pow-Warld War 11 period, srategies for population inerease shifted w0
mnmigrasion, and populstcn growth ssumed 3 aceper gradien, which was sustained
For the succeeding five decades

The constant gradient of population increase masks a decrease in the contribunion of
natural increase with a roe in thar of immigracon from the 1970s through 1o the 1990

1 -
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Rate of Population Increase

The percentage increase of the Australian popolation hay been dlower in the 1990y than
at anry other time this century, except for the decade encompassing World War 11

Figure 1.2 shows the average annual percentage increases in popeilation fram 1901 o
1999 by namural increase and by mmigranon. The perod from 1946 o 1950 had the
highest rate of immigration thes century, but the period 1986-1990 had the higheu
proportion of growth by immigration compared with natural increase,

Nutural increase o the amount by which the number of births exceeds the number of
dearha. In each five year period, the contribution 1o population groweth by natural increase
was greater than that by immigration. But in the mos recent period, from 1996 1o 19949,
almont as much of the growth in populstion was due to new sertlers as was due 1o births
and deaths of Awiralian cioeens. If low birth rates and ferviliey rates penist, this wend
will continue

1.2 Rate of Population Increase 1901-1999
nalural increase, net immigrotion & kokal increoss
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Median Age of Population

Figure 1.3 shows the madian age of the Australian population from 1901 o 2000, Median
age i slightly different from mean or average age, and is the middle vahae in the armay of
ages of the population, half the population being younger and half oldee In 1901, the
median sge of Aasrralian: was 22.5; thus close 1o half of the Australian population were
miniors, the age of majority belng then 21, By 1921, the median age had risen to neatly
2, wed in 1947 it weas just oves 30

The lowered birth rate during the Grest Deprosion and the low of young lives in
Workd War 1 accelerared this rise, which nevertheles was fuiry constamt acros the half
ceniury. The por-war baby boom s reflecred in a fall in median age 1o 294 in 1961 and
275 (the 1930 level) in 1971, Thereafier, the median age climbs again o reach 35.2
years in 2000, the highest point in the contury, reflecring both a Ball in the birth rave and
a marked rise in life cxpectancy over the period, as well as an increase in adult immigration.

1.3 Median Age of Population 1901-2000
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Age Distribution of Population

The ‘agring of the populaion’ shown in Figure 1.4 i due to 2 combination of declining
feruiliry raies and rising life cxpecrancy rogether with adult immigration in the Lise half
of the ceniury. The proportion of Australians aged 65 yean or more increased from 4%
i 1901 o 8% in 1948, and o 12% in 2000, Chver the same period, the proportion aged
less than 15 years decreised from 5% 1 1%,

The Aboriginal and Torees Seran Idander population, however, has 4 very differen
ape structure, with 40% less than 15 veans old, and only 3% 65 vears or older in 1997,

The ramifications of an ageing population are primanly in verms of the laboar force
and the funding of social services. parvicularly hesbth care and aged pensions. A growing
group of people will be reliant on 2 shrinking workforce and therclore o declining number

of taxpayers
1.4 Age Distribution of 1901-2000
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Sex Distribution of Population

Figure 1.5 shows the percentage of the Australian population which was female from
1901 to 2000, For most of the period. males have outnumbered fomales, despire the
higher dearh rates off males in all but the oldest age groups,

In 1901, 47 6% of the population was female and 52.4% mabe. making a disparicy of
4.8%. The percentage of females reached berween 49% and 50% in the 19205 and
remnained at that leve For six decades, with females Bnally jun outpumbering males in
the decades of the 1980s and 1990

1.5 Sex Distribution of Population 1901-2000
per cont female
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Population

Figure 1.6 prosents the Yearbook recoed of the Aborygnal and Torres Serain hlander
population since Federation, updated ro 2000 wing an estimation based on hirths and
destha vince the 199 Cenaun |n 2000, the In.:l":n-:m population was estimated a
418,000 or 2.2% of the populathon,

There is considerable uncerrainty sbour the figures throughout the contury. The early
figures vary berween enumerated and estimared sources, readring in large fuctuarions,
and there are somerimes references w unreconded numbers “sutside the influence of
Europeany’. Afver 1961, the dimincrion between ‘full-blood” and “half caste” Aboriginals
ceanes, and from 1971 the numben include uneegubared numbens of persons who are less
than half Aboriginal (that bs, prmuanly of pen-indigenous race), depending on sdi-
T

The large increases over the last twe decades wie explained by the Aiscralian Buresu
of Statircs as being a consequence of the increasing prevalence of persons identifiing
themselves s indigenous on Ceras lormis, mather than as narural nerease. This new
willingres wo he identified as indigenous may be relased 1o a change in social oppormunities
and/or changes in the wording of the Census question, In particular, the words “race’
and “racial’ were replaced in the 1996 Census by the word ‘onging

1.6 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Population

1901-2000
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Population Born Overseas

The overseas-born population in Australia was 3t is lowese ac 10 in the T4 In the
149%0s, the Australian population was still largely native-bormn with more than theee quarters
Lﬁd}r;mpudltmhﬂﬁhﬂuﬂnﬁlin 2000,

Figuee 1.7 shows thas the propanion of the population born i an averseas country
hua gerowen subaantially since 1933, while the propordon of the ewverscas-bom population
bom in the United Kingdom has declined from 70% in 1933 10 26% in 2000

From 1911 s 1'M7, over 3% of the population were born in Auwsralia, New Zealand
or Bricain. The Fgurc in 2000 was B4%—snll 2 subsantial propormon of the population,

People burm in Asia comprised the neve Langest group, accounting for a furher 6% of the
popualathon.

1.7 Population Born Overseas 1911-2000
par cent ol populofion born in UK and iotal par cent born oversea
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Permanent Settler Arrivals

In the hi“'-l.'i'l'lll.ll':l' wnoe World War 11, almost ux millon people have come to Auatralia
g pew sevthers. Around 10% of these arrived as ‘displaced p-.:*ru_m:.' o, later, 2 fcﬁ-mrn.

In the year 19992000, 92,172 peopls arrived in Australia to ive permanentdy. Almaos
half of these were from New Zealand, Earope and the United Kingdom, Thiety three per

cent of immigrants that year were from Asian counmies

Linder the "Trans-Tasman Travel Arrangement’ New fealand and Australian citisens
ate free 1o migrate to cach ather's country o live and work. They are alw entitled 1o all
the public benefins of crizens, such as public education, health care and wcial security,
From February 2001, new arrivals in Australia from New Zealand are required o obeain
a permanent rexidency visa if they wish 1o accem social security payments or Australian
citizenship

1.8 Permanent Settler Arrivals 1999-2000
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Religious Affiliation

Religgious affiliation is surveyed only at Census, so the meoa recent available data is from
1996, Figure 1.9 ahows seli-reporied religious affiliation in the Censs from 1901 10
1996. Approximately 70% of Australians in 1996 regarded themiclves a0 Chrstiane.
s represenis a considerable fall (from 96%) since the urn of the century, bt it is will
3 large mujority.

Recent immigration has resulted in an increase w the shsolue numbers of persons
practising non-Christian religions. Non-Christian religions comprised 1.4% of the
population in 1901, fell to les than 19 by 1971, and rose again to reach 3.5% in 1996,
However, the major factors in the decline in Christian affiliation are the dedlaration of
'ms teligion” and non-sarement of religion. These, combined, in 199 represeneed 269
of Australiane, compared 1o 2.5% in 1901

1.9 Religious Affiliation 1901-1996
par cent of population offilicled
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Rural Population

At the beginning of the century, the Australian population was divided fairly equally
berwren city and country. b can be seen in Figure 1,10 that in 1911, 43% of the population
lived rurally or in smull towns (not defined by sise of town) outside the major metmpolitan
areas. By 1954, this proporton had halved. Since the 19705, the proportion of the
popalation fving in rural arces has remained ar around 14%,

The decreasing rural populanion as s share of the entire population can be attribured
almost entirely to the rapid growth of cities, rather than rural ‘depopularion’. The number
of people living in rural areas has in fact incressed from less than 2 million w over 2.5
mitllion ever this period.

1.10 Rural Population 1911-2000
per cant of populafion residing in rurol areas
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Urbanisation

Australian cities have groven rapidly over the cennury. Figure 1,11 shows that mare than
half of the population now live in cities of mone than 950,000 people; that i in five
major cithes. In 1906, cities of this siee did not exist and only one thind of the papulation
lived in what were then the largese cities.

The largest proportion of the population—just under 50%—lived in the leas
poputhiis wowns (with lew than 3,000 inhabitann) ai the beginning of the century. The
cortesponding proportion i 1990 was lew than 20%,

1.11 Urbanisation 1906-1996
per cant o populofion by slze of population centre
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Average Household Size

Figure 1.12 shows that sverage howschold size bas declined sicadily over the cenmury,
from 4.5 o Lb persons per houschold. There are several reasoms for this, including
declining Fervility rates. the spliing of houscholds with increased divorced rames, an
ncrease in the number of young people moving out of home belore marmiage. people
marrying later, and the increasing number of clderly people living independently.

1.12 Average Household Size 1911-1999
mean number of panons per household
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Marriages

In all societics, marriage i the principal social regulator of reproducnon. Ir exises boch s
a rite aned an an indicator of social satus, but shove all 23 3 species of sancrion. Ie wabilises
besths sexsial compress and parenting, It represents 8 web of ritual, sexuality, and biclogscal
and social reproduction, s well a1 an cconomic enterprise which formn a busic cell of the
econamics of the whole society. Marriage provides the soal and economic securiny for
the raising of infann to mamney and the folfilling of thesr muterial needs.

Figure 2.1 shows the annual number of murriages in Awaralia st spprosimanely decsde
prtervals Froem 100 o 2000, and the marrisge raic |per 1000 pospulation) cver the same
perind. The steady me in the number of matrages up w 1970 masks large fuctuations
i the mairiage rate. hargely in response ) economic conditions. The igure for 1903 s
included to indicate a self-eegulating effect in the sdjusiment of population m economic
adversity, Tha wear miarked the end of the most severe I:I-I'EIHHI'II on recond and this s
reflecresd in a Fall in both the marriage rate and in the actual number of marriages, which
wits Followed by a fall in the number of births, and the birth rate, in the following year.
190, Similar declines accarred in the Grear Diepression and in the recesion of 1961,
Since the 197Ds, 4 combination of legal, social and economic Fictors have contributed w
a major decline in the mamage rare which has continued now acrss three decades.

The large rise berween 1960 and 1970 reflects o marked fall in dhe age a0 marmage
and its lowest for the contury, and the return o laser ages of marriage accounts for pars of
the fall thereafrer.
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Marriages by Ministers of Religion and Civil Celebrants

In the past 30 years. increasing numbers of couples have chosen 1o be married by a civil
celebeany, From 1908 o 1970, dose to 90% of more of coupley were marmied in 2
religious ceremony by & member of the dergy, bue in 2000 this had declined 1o under
50%. This dramanic shift in the prefernad type of marriage ceremany far surpasses the
ncrease in the number of Australians identifying chemselves a8 having no religious
affiliarion. Part of the increased preference for avil ceremanies may resubt from the civil
ceremony having been allowed out of the regisiry office into scenic scrings.

2.2 Marriages by Ministers of
and Civil Celebrants 1908-
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Average/Medion Age ot Marriage

The full and then the rise in the age of marriage across the century isalso reflected in the
marriage figures. Figure 2.4 shows the average or median (sccording to availability from
official satistics) age ar marriage of men and women in 1903 and from 1943 ro 2000.
This ix shawr for all md.n'hgr.sfrmn 1903, and for Firsr marriages from 1940, The average!
median age at marniage for men was 29 o 1903 and remained so until the 19505, thereafier
falling to reach a century’s low of 23 in the 1960s, and risimg agiin to reach 30 in 2000
Women's age a1 marriage followed the same pattern. starting ar 23 years in 1903, reaching
b Jowest (21 vears) in the 1960s and rising to 28 years in 2000,

The all-marriages figure suggests thar average age st marnage wis oot much higher at
the-end of the century than st the beginning, bur the all marriages figure has been pushed
upwards by high rares of divorce, followed by remarriage. in this later period. The firm
marriage figures, however, show thar people are now older when they marry for the fira
time than in the carly 1960s, This is parviculardy true for firse-time brides,

The average age difference berween all brndes and all grooms has halved, from four
years at the heginning 1w rwo years ar the end of the century. The average age difference
between brides and grooms at firss marriage has alo decreased since the 19405

2.4 Average/Median Age at Marriage 1903-2000
all martioges 1903-2000 and first marrioges 1940-2000
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Cohabitation Prior to Marriage

Berween 1975 and 2000, the percentage of couples cohabiting before marriage rose from
L6 1o 71%. This suggeests 3 major shift in social antimdes vowards sexual relarions
autskde of marriage. The increasing number of cx-puptial births o de facio couples
reflects this reveluthon (see Figure 2.9). D facio couple now comprise abour 10% of 4l
couphes. Prior o 1992, data oo cohabization is from the ABS Family Survey. From 1997,
cushabitation before marniage data s derived from marmiage regisrations (couples gving
the same residental addres).

Contrary w popular opinion thar cohabitation increases the Likelibood of nding
arisfactory marnage parmer, divorce ratos have been Round 1o be higher amuong dhose
cotples who cohabited before being married.

Per Cent of Couples Divorcing Within 5, 10, 20 Years of Marrioge
Withe 3 yeors  Within 1Dywans  Within 20 yean

Cohahiting 3% 26% Se%
Meovcohabiting &% 14% T

Sowce To Howe and To Mok, Mouss of Rapressndaiivis Sionding Commises an legol ol
Cmnusitipnod Ay Jim 1995

2.5 Cohabitation Prior to Marriage 1975-2000
per cont of couples
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Births

Figure 2.6 shows the crude birth rate (live births per 1,000 population) at decade intervals
fram 1903 o 1999, With 3 rising population throughaut the period, the aumber of
brirths will rse even if the barth rate remains geadyv. Hence the birth rate s 2 more wseful
indicator of reproducive change.

Berwven 1903 and 1999, the birth rute almost halved feom 25.2 o 131 births pet
1,000 population. Over the century, there has beon o general fall in the bicth rate, und
there are four periods when chere were falls in the absolute number of births. These falls
in hirth numbers mark the coonomic deprowiona in the fint decade of the cenury and
in the 193805, and the high unemplovment raees in the carly 1980x and 1990w The
arrival of safe and easy birth control in the 19W60s and of shorton in the 1970 appeit to
have had licle impact on the overall pamem.

Although a decrease appeas over the decades of the 19805 and 19Ny, the birth rare
stabilised in the early 19908 in conjunction with a large decrease in immigration. Renewed
heveds of immigranion were followed by 2 renewed decrease, which economic improvement
has Bsiled w arvest. The withdrawal of tax exempeions for average income families sinee
the mid- 1260 may alwo be contributing 10 the dedine.

2.6 Births 1903-1999
annual number and crude rote (per 1,000 mean population)
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Fertility of Women

Figure 2.7 shows fertiliny in rerma of the number of children per marriage (in the yearn
1902-03, 1914 and 1933) and average mumber of children per woman in her liferime
(Far the years 1929 w0 1999). The figures indicate s decline in ferrility from the beginning
of the century, a revival with the post-war baby boom lasting into the 1960x, then snother
decling.

For population growth by natural increase o ocour, fertility rates must be moee than
2.1, This is called replacement level. the average number of childsen 3 couple must have
1o replace themachves (2) and o allow for the memben of the population who do not
reprodice (.1). In the lust three decades. fernility has been well below replacement bevel
anl reached a cenmury’s bowr of 1.7 in 1999,

Dieclining ferrilivy in Australia reflects the same trend in slmios all develipad countne
Mot oaly are more women childless, bt those women whe do have childien are having
fewer. A with birth rates, there are many possible reasons for this development, including
changes to uation, rving costs of children, incresing workforoe participation of women,
anvd diminished security and stability of marriage

Uw*m 1902-1999
averoge numbar of children in Idetime
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Young Mothers

Figure 2.8 shows the percenuage of binth 1o teenage mothers and o women aged less
than 25 years from 1913 to 1999, Figare 2.4 has shown that the average marriage age for
women fell from 25 in the st hall of the cenmury 1o a low of 21 in the mid-1970s,
therealter nsing again o above cady-cenmury bevele. The ages of mothen giving birch
shorw a similar bue noc idenrical partern.

Tewnage births were abour 5% of all births from 1913 e 1953 (with the cxrption of
a high rate of 6.9% in 1933). The rare rose considerably in the 19600 and 1970s. pasing
1096 inn 1974, but fell again w0 sbour %% in the 19905 Births 10 mothen aged less than
2% show a similar pattern, roimgg from ahout 30% in the firse half of the cenury to $0%)

i the early 19605 and falling markedly by the end of the 19905 o 2000, well below levels
early in the century.

Thuss weenage pregnancy has returned o nurn-of-the century rares, bur theee i ovidener
that aduli women are postponing parenthood until after ther early 20s Again, this i
prebubly related 10 later marriage, to extended educaion, and 1o increasing warkforce

TR Irr WIETIEDN.

2.8 Young Mothers 1913-1999
per cant of mathers oged less than 20 years and
hess thon 25 yeon of confinement
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Ex-Nuptial Births

Figure 2.9 shows ex-nupuial birchs in Ausiralis as o percenrage of all birdhs, from 1901 w
1999, From 1901 to 1953, the ex-nuptial birth race fell from 6% of all births oo 4%, In
1961, the percentage of ex-nupeial hirchs had risen ro approach the level an the begnning
of the century, Thereafrer the porcentage rose rapidly. reaching 9% i 1971, 13% in
1981 and 23% in 1991, The number and percentage of ex-mupeial births has continued
w rise throughout the 1990, with 72,691 babies born out of wedlock in 1999, comjuising
249% of all birtha.

The rise in ex-nupeial birth rates has been unaffected by the availability of sale and
cffecinve contraceprion, waggosnng that, w many cases, the decion o have a child ou
of wrdlock has been 3 conscious one. As premarital sex and cohabatation has become not
only acceprable but normalised, any social stigma ussociaeed with unmarned parenting
heas all b dissppeased.

2.9 Ex-Nuptial Births 1901-1999
numbar and por cant of all births
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Mothers’ Age and Marital Status

Es-maptial births are much more likely 10 be to young mothers than o older mothen. In
1978, 9% of married mathers were aged less than 20 years ar confinement. compared
with 37% of unmarried mothers. In 1999, the equivalent propartion were lews than | %%
angd 15%,

Ohver the same period the proporion of mothers aged mare than 3% yean ripled for
unmarried mothers and inereased four-fold for marmed mothers This reflecns ehe trend
towand postponement of marnage and of parenting, with an increasing, number of oller
women choosing 1o have a child either within a de facio relationship and/or without a

commiticd partner.

2.10a Mathen Loss Thon 30 Yeors 1978-1999
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Acknowledgement of Paternity

Figure 2.11 shows the proportion of ex-nuptial births which have been acknowledged by
the father, In 1977, for less chan half of all ex-nuptial birtha dhe father's name was on the
birth cervificate. In 1999, paremity was acknowledged for close 1o 90% of ex-nuprial
births. This provides confirmanuon of ren dovelopmenis; the remonal of sgma sssociared
with ev-nuptial pareniing. and the increasing percentage of ex-auptial births 1o couples
in de facro relavionships relarive w single mothers withour pariens.

pat canl of en-nupial birta

2.11 Paternity-Acknowledged Ex-nuptial Births
1977-1999
per cent of exauptiol births with paternity acknowledged
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Adoptions

The rotal number of adupuons has decreasved dramanically over che past three docades.
declining fram a peak of 9798 in 1971/72 w 366 in 19992000, OF the laer, 30%
were adoptions by relatives. The peak in 197172 cormesponds with the rise in the ex-
nuptial birth rate, and the fall chereafrer with dve introduction of the sole parent pension
and the campargn against adoprion.

The Australisn Insinuee of Healeh and Welfare repary. Adoprions, Ausenalia {2001 ),
wiggesss that the decline is due t0 o combination of the availabiliny of effective bin
enntrol, more govesnment and community support for tngle pareni, accos o sliernarive
mimimh#tw. l.‘l'l-thl Iuﬂtltgnlltimrrhl‘innmﬂnpﬁmhy
relatives, and the introduction of permanecit gunandianship legal ondern High rams of
abortion cast doubt on the fing facror, and use of IVF does not rellect o decreise in the
demand by would-be adoprive parenis.

Adoption as 2 solution o illegitimacy had 2 fairly thoet carcer. It began on 2 lirge
scale only in the 19205, with facilitating legislation. This reflected the medical approach
to parenring of those vears, which did non value parental ties, as seen alo in the provisions
of the rime for ‘stalen children' and refugee childeen, The present sinuation can be seen a
a reeurn to normal respect for the natural ties of parenthood.

2.12 Adoptions 1969-2000
onnual number of adoptions
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Abortions

South Auseralia and the Norhern Terntory are the only jurssdictions that koep sconmie
records of abortions. Figure 213 shows that in South Australia. abornon s have
increased from 6 wo 18 per 1,000 women of child-besring age in the three decades from
1970 to 1999, I we can assuroe that this mte approxemanes thay for Australia as 2 whole,
around 75,500 shortions were performed in 1999, That s, there were abowr 2 thind 2
many abortions as there were live barths

2.13 Abortions 1970-1999
rote par 1,000 women oged 1544, South Austoba
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Divorces

Figure 2.14 shows the divorce raic per 1000 populstion wsing decade averages from the
VEROs 1o the 19206, and therealter annual rates at decade intervals. The divarce rate
quadrupled in the last decade of the 1Mh cenrury, then entered 4 period of subiliy
tollowed by a seeepening increase from the 19205 1o the 1950w, a decline 1o the 190, 2
sharp rise from 1963 10 1973, and 4 massive rise w0 1983, There was & decline in the
mid- 1980s, which continued throughout the 1990 The rae was abour .12 per 1.000
population in the 1880s and 2.8 per 1,000 population in the 1990s,

The parvern of these fggures, with their three majoe fits and starts, cannoe be undersood
wﬂwmmﬁmhhﬁmhﬂﬂmﬁ&m intianion of changes in
the divarce rate. The author of an carly Frarbosk noted that legislarion passed in New
South Wales (1899 and Vicmoria (1889) made divorce comparatively sy, leading o an
increase in divorce during the period 189 1-1900,

The Federal Matrimanial Causes Act 195966, which came into operation in 1961,
replacing separate Seare and Territory legulstion, again made dvorce casier by the
introduction of new grounds without fauli—acparanion for five yean. Following this
major change, the divarce figures for 1973 show a doubling from 1963, The Raowily Liw
Aet 1975, which came into operation on 3 January 1976, exsed restrictions yer again,
rr;lmn; the 14 grounds of the Marrimenia! Cawser At with 2 single ground—

¢ breakdown of marriage’, defined as one year's separation. This presaged the
near doubling again by 1983

The number of divorces rose massively from 16,000 in 1973 o 63,000 in 1976,
Obviously, this rise could not be the resuli of the new encouragement afforded 1o divorce
by the Family Lase Act, as the one-year walt it required had not yer elapsed. Rather, it
represenia pending divorcs from the previous four years, no longer required o wair our
s five-pear term of sweparation:

2.14 Divorces 1885-2000
ol ek and crecls roie jper | 000 seor popsinian
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Children and Divorce

Figure 3.1 shows the annual number of children affecied by divorce from 1947 o 2000,
Average number ol children per divorce has decseased over the period from around 1.2
i |, bus an increasing number of divorces has meant thar more children are affecoed in

ahsolite terma

Iy 2000, the parenes of 49,600 children divorced, representing around | % of children
aged less than 18 years. This s not & cumularive total, and therefore does not include
children whose parents dovorced in previous yeare Fagure 3.2 (overleal) shows thar in
1997, 28% of dependent children lived aparnt from one or both of their natural parenes,
andd | 1% (well over a third) did so because of divorce.

3.1 Children and Divorce 1947-2000
annuol number of children (younger than 18 yeon)

whose parenty divorced
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Family Structure

L 197, amowiria] 729 of |‘||pr|||,:||_-|||; childien lved with both ihesr namiral b fciiis
8. 7% with muarmod parcmis aewd 365 with .n;l.h,l.hlunbl_ parents O e S TRO00 chbdren
who lived apart from at leas one of their nanaral parents, most lived in single pareme

famalien. A amall nuimber of children lved with nelthes namiral parem

3.2 Families with Dependent Children 1997

per cenl of depandeni children
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Children in Single Parent Families

Figure 1.3 shows that the number and the propartion of dependent children living in
:in;lc parent Families increased markedly in the period from 1969 o (995 1o 1999,
1% (more than 936.000) of childien were living in homes with only one parent,
compared with 6.3% in 1969,

Around rwo-thinds of single parent families in 1997 were the result of divorce or
separation of marriages. This represenio o amall increase since 1975, The proportion of
never-married and widowed sungle parenis changed markadly over the same periad, with
the proportoen of never-married single parents increasing from 1% o 30% of all single
parents and the proportion of widowed ungle paronis falling from 27% 0 7%,

3.3 Children in Single Parent Families 1969-1999
number and per cent of dependent childran

1 /000,000 2
200,900 "
WO, 000 — — [
SO0, 000 ¢ a
{ #00,000 n 3
500 0O + 10
400,000 : PA
200,000 «l
200,000 i
100,000 . —. 2
o 0
TR i PG Ll

.-nulh: -

Snmme ol bleouey POl AR Ce 4100 0
i Diworean P2 (ARE Cal 331008
ol Foeew listn oed O Curorseonics of Fosiles (A5 Cor 422403

35



The Centre for Independens Srodies

Children with Mental Health Problems—

Family Structure

A large amoun of research evidence indicates thay children in single parent Familics are
at greaver ok of educauonal disadvaniage, behavioural and psyvhological problems, and
neghect and abuse compared with children in infact families, Some of this rigk can be
arzributed 1o the lower incomes of ungle parent familiex, bur many sudics have shown
that an effect of family strucure remains afver contmlling for income, The following

twn graphs do not conerl for dhe effccn of viher facwors, but show the simple relstionship
berween family serocmure, howschold income and child mental health

Figure 3.4 shows thai the propomon of children with mental healith probdems—
including behavioural, sffecrive (mood], and atrention dehair disorders—is lowest in
wiact Families. The highest proportion of children with problems ocours in angle paren:
farmilees, bt bowvs are mon |'|k¢|:|.' i sl from menial hailih _piul'li-:l'hi in il-l:'p.rbl:ndrd

Famiilyes
3.4 Children with Mental Health Problems 1998
prevalence by lamily type,
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Children with Mental Health Problems—
Household Income

Houschold income has a strong relanonship with child mental health. As household
income decreases, the prevalence of child mental health problenss increases. This survey
data does not show any significant difference berween the effect of income on bays and
girls.

The rype of mental health problem experienced by boys and girks does diffes
subsranmally, however, Girls are more likely w suffer from mernalising dionders relared
wi ansiery and depression, while bova sre mone likely to exhibin externalising disorden
reluted 1o delinquent or aggrewive behaviour a1 all levels of income

3.5 Children with Mental Health Problems 1998
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Child Abuse and Neglect

The rare of child sbuse and neglect rose and then fell over the 1990s. the period in which
comprehensive rocords have been kepe, and stanisnics published, for cach st and wrritory.
Figure 3.6 shows the number and raie of substantiations —investigaied and confirmed
insrnces—ol child abuse and neglecr. COne child may have several child abuse or neghect
substantiations, The wbsamianion fgares do not represent the mumber of children

invilved. but the rates figure do

Child abuse and neglecy s most likely 10 occur in non-intace familics. Figures for

199097 (rthe latest perind for which demographic details are available) show that the
incidence of child abuse and acglec s 8 1o 10 tmes higher in siep/blended familics and

in single parent lamilies than in intao families.

Child Abuse and Neglect by Family Type 1996/97

Fin_nir Tr;_ll Subsrarhaton Chilefram wn Familiea
2 porent - noturnl 1,593 3.398, 840
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3.6 Child Abuse and Neglect 1991-2000
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Working Mothers

Mothers with dependent children were more likely o be employed in 2000 than in
1983, The largest increase was in pan-time employment for both mothen in couple
familics and single mothers. Mothers in couple familics have higher rates of employment
dmiinnlgmwmghhpdﬂrmhﬂmdt higher average educational attainment
ol mothers in couple lamilkes.

Uintil 1997, more single mothers were emploved full-time than pan-time, but in
2000 the opposite was the case, with 26% of wngle mothers employed par-time and
23% emploved fall-time. The reversal is not peimarily o result of fewer single mothen
warking full-time. Mothers in couple funilies have remained more likely w be employed
part-time than full-time, with participsnion in both categories nuing fairly sreadily wniil
1994 an then flarrenimg

3.7 Working Mothers 1983-2000
per cent of mothers with dependent children in
couple and single parent families who were employed
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Children in Child Care

Accompanying the incresse o mothen in the workfnoee b been a rise in thie numibe
and [T e FEACET ahE children in formal aind inlormal childeare each week, | IENErES V.M and
hgu.u: L #b show the propomion of children aged less than 12 yean who spent time in

tormal and/or informul childcwre each week, by the number of howrs speot in cae. Fos

-..|1|l|JrL"n il i |‘||'n|-' .|=,":l : I|'|||. ImEams ool -of-5 |‘||1.||| L3IE,

The toaal propartion ol children in care bicreaed from 249 in 190 w 519 in
1999, There was lirtle change in the wotal proporon of children in cire from 15954 10
1399, bust thore was & notahle shift in the amount of tine childeen ipent i cafe. While
e [FTERETTEOE) '-[H:thII'lg lew than 10 howrt in care decressed, more childeen sper 10} po

29 haogies, andd e than 30 how, th caine each week b PP chan in 19900

J.8a Farmal Child Care 1980-1999
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3.8b Formal & Informal Child Cars 1980-1999
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Families with No Parent Employed

Figure 3.9 shows the number of couple families and single parent families with ne parens
emploved, and therefore no carned income. Thin includes those with parents anemiployed
(nee employed and looking fior wark) and not i the labour force (nn emploved and noe
lowking for work),

Couple families and single parene families with ne parent emploved have followed
different parern over the || year perind. The number of single parcnt familios wath no
parent employed increased w1997, thereafter declining slightly. The aumber of couple
families without employment peaked in 1993 snd declined weadily to 2000

While the number of unemployed single parcnr and couple Bmilies was fairdy smdlar
at the heginning of the 1990y, the mumber of unemployed single parent Families s mow
B higher

3.9 Families with No Parent Employed
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The Ceatre for Independent Studies

Taxation and Femilies 1950-2000
Families require higher incomes than single people in order o enjoy comparable life

CATCUmsTandes.

I the first half of the 2ith contury, the Basic Wige determination ensured a higher
income (almost double) loe adub males (4 family breadwinnens) than for youths and
wuinen. The unoqual pay approach w family income provision was slowly eroded in the
middle decades of the cenrury, and was replaced by tax deductions per family member
and for child-related cxpenditure. The deductions were equally available w all familics,
offering borontal equity for Families 1 compared with single persons in the s system,
sverage carmings inadequate for the suppor of familiss. Until the 19705, families with
meomes as high as 150% Average Weckly Eamings (AWE) paid no tax.

At the beginning of the 1970y, the Busic Wage was replaced with equal pay. and by
the end of the decade family tax deductions had been withdrwn and replaced with o
Family Allowance which, with inflation, soon became quite inadequare for the exera
expencs incurred by families. Families with moderate earnings, berween AWE and 150%
AWE. began to pay large proportions of their earnings in wix, and che majority of Gamilies
pasd tax at rates not very different from those paid by single persons, Whereas in 1960,
a lamily incomie was likely o be abour | 70% of an equivalent single wocker's, by 1980
and through to the present it s likely wo be only abour 10% higher, Families have suffered
extreme financial soros compared with single people and couples withour children since
the early 19804,
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Life Expectancy

Langeyity of the population b one of the mon wlling marken of i well being, It s
wially measured in werms of life expectancy and death rates. Bath are estimates priched
between what is happening now and what this is likely 1o mean for the future. Although
they cannot predict the Future, ax trends chey ane shle 1o show how longeviey has improved
{or declined),

Figare 4.1 shinws the dramatic rise in life cxpectancy in the contury from the 1890y w
the 19905 In 1895, the average life cxpectancy for males ar birth was 51,1 years, and for
females, 54.7. In 1999, the equivalent figures were 76.2 and 818 vears, Thik i anutig
the lughest in the world.

The gap berween mei's and women’s life expecrancy has actually become wider since
mid-century when it was only sbout 3.6 vears, a8 in 1895, There hus, however, boen a
slight narmwing in the last decade—From 6.5 yean bn 1987 w 5.6 years in 1999, The
death raves of males are higher than lor females a1 all ages from new-borns to eaogenanans.
Some of these death rares will be examuined in more dewil in laer pages.

4.1 Life Expectancy at Birth 1895-1999
males and lemales
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The Cemire for Independent Sindies

Death Raote

Figure 4.2 shows the death mic in Australia (per 1,000 populsnion), from 193 w1999,
for men and women. A higher death rate means more people dying ar younger ages and
4 fall in the desth rutes genenlly means grester longeviry, (I could. however, mask an
increase in people dying young, while those that susvive increuse their lifeypan.) The
frgpiare shows a fall i the death rae of bath men and women from approximacly 13 and
11 per L0 populstion respecrively in 1903 10 7 amad 6 per | 000 populstion in 1999,

The death tate can be expecred to be affected by the age distribunion. The higher
praportion of childeen in the carly yean of the cenmary should lower the death rate. and
the larger population of old peaple roday should raise i, s the improvement s even
more impressive than the figuores indicare.

The rare of decrease in the male desth rare has showed conviderably in the coune of
the 1990 compared 10 the rate of decrease over the previous new decades, and the
female death rate, inverrupting a 90 year trend. has non fallen.

4.2 Deaths 1903-1999
males, lemales ond persons, deaths per 1,000 population
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Maternal Death in Childbirth

Marcrnal death in childbirth i an indication both ol the quality of medical care and of
genceal levels of health of the mature population of women, Figure 4.3 shows the ol
musmber of maternal deaibs snd the rate per 1000 births from 1905 w1999, The maternal
death rate in 1905 was 6 per 1,000 births or 0.6%. By 1999, it had fallen w 0.04 per
10430 harvhs or O.004'%, Sometimes no maternal dearh ocours in one of the sates inoa
whaole year. Inlection (puerperal sopticaemia), contracted in hmq:'ll;ﬂ. Wds I INAOr Cause
of death in childbirth wnrl the 194904 Since then anobeotics have made this a virgualle
mon-cwiaend cause of maternal death.

4.3 Maternal Death in Childbirth 1905-1999
rusmber and ot per 1,000 births
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The Centie for Independent Soudias

Perinatal Deaths

Perinatal maortalicy, deachs per 1,000 live births occurring around the time of birth and
in the firse 28 days of the baby s life, w considered 1o be one of the more velling indicaton
of population health. It bs 3 gauge both of the health and well being of women in their
repraductive years and of their access to good medical services.

Figizre 4.4 shows perimatal mortality in Australia from 1914 w0 1999, From 1914 o
1963, no gestatbonal age or binds weight was specified. but from 1973 perinaral dearth
aatisnics include only habics of st keast 22 weeks gestation or 500 birrh weight,

Fraom 1973, the Fearbook perinatal morality statistios include both live births and
v deaths of children within 28 days of hirh. From 1943 10 1963, estimations of the
number of stillbinds were published in the Yeardwakr, and cach year were similar in
number 1o the number of deaths from birth 1o les than 28 days old, In the firsy thiee
decades of the ventury, stillbirths did not have m be notified and no estimates are

recorded. In Figure 4.4, perinatal moraliny rates for this period have been enimaned
waing the rati for the 19405 o the 1 9N60s.

In the course of the last contury, perinacal moralicy raves have decreased from 66 per
1,000 births to 7 per 1,000 births,

4.4 Perinatal Deaths 1914-1999
fetol decths and deaths before one month of age

EEE R B

rehe pev 1,000 births

¥ld ¥ I iR BEED 1983 1F VEE "y 1

S Busvbosd Assboho (U85S Can 1300 0
Comrnen of Dip, Mot pABS Cor 1307 0§



ey 1)

Infant Deaths

While perirutal moraliy says much abour the health of parurient women, infant
martaliny {deaths of liveborm mfanis under one ].lmnfngr] i indicarive of the sdogquacy
of the care bables receive, and of general levels of health in the community, parviculary
as regards infecrious discasess, 10 which infann are apecially, and maore fazally, prone.
Infany morealivy s higher than for any of the other years of childhood and young maturny.
Thie infart morality rate (Fegire 4.%) was very high by modern stanidards a the mum of
the century-—over | 0% of infants died before they reached thiir fira birhdays. This had
fallen 1o 4% by 1933, w0 2% by 1960, and o 0.6% by 1999, In the 1P0s. 2 lage
mamber of these deathn were the resuly of external cavses—accident and missdventure—

rather than discase.
4.5 Infant Deaths 1903-1999
deaths belore one year af oge
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Fhe Connre v lodependent Studies

15-19 Year Old Deaoth Rates

The death raze bor all age groups combined may conceal trends in particular age groups.
Figure 4.6 shows the death rares for males and females in the age group 15-19 years,
pateern which i replicated in the age groups 20- 24 and 25-29 vears. 1t seems that che fall
in death rares of young men and women during the fine half of the 20th century has
scarcely been mantained in the second. The male and female dearh rares drew sharply
apart in the lae 190, and have shown only modest signe of rapprochement. This
patzern contrasts with death raves in boys and girls younger than 15, which have drawn
closer aver the past decade. This contrast suggess thar in some way we have been failing
our young males since the beginming of the cenrury, as their mortality figures cease w
mike the same improvement as those for females. This failure appears to occur a8 males
emerpe from the care of the family with the onser of adolescence.
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Couses of Death

Figure 4.7 shows death rares (deaths per 100,000 population) from vanous causes:
mfectious (other than puerperal fever) and pasasitic (such ss malara and Ross River
Fever) dissases, from cancer and froan hean disease, from 1905 10 1999, acioss the penod
of increasing life expectancy which we have already witnessed (Figure 4, 1), As dearhs duc
o infecrious diseases declined in the course of the 20th cenmury, deaths due 1o cancer and
hisire disease rose 1o be the major caoses of death in Ausrralia,

In 1905, there were abour 250 deaths per 100,000 people from infectious diseases,
and about 100 from cancer and heart discase combined. In 1999, the relative frequencie
are reversed, with over 370 deaths from cancer and heart disease combined. and abour 8
from infecrious discases. In 1905 a larger propartion of deaths were ocourning in the
older mature (40-64 yean) and younger (lew than § yean) age groups, whereas in the
190, the majority occurred ar age 65 or over. It therefore appears that in the course of
the century we have moved from a lange number of lives bebng can short by infectious
diveases 1o the majority of the Fl.q,'luhlinrl t]:«-iﬂF ol whar must be considered diseases of
old ape—heurt discane and cancer. The Matwnal Heart Foundarion suggesis thar char rhe
enarked decline in heart discase deaths berween 1983 and 1993 s the resuls of an incicase
in awareness of the risk factors for hearr disease. such as fatry diet and cholesterol level,
created by campaigns inmaced by the Warld Health Organsanon, the National Hean
Foundation and state health bodics. The influence of bypass surgery should not be
underraved

4.7 Causes of Death 1905-1999
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The Cenvre For Independenr Srudies

Motor Vehicle Accident Decths

Figure 4.8 shows death rates due 10 motor wehicle sccident from 1979 0 1998, Motor
vehicle deaths indlude the drvers and passengers of can and motorcveles, but do mo
include cyclists and pedestrians.

The decline in motor vehide deaths, despire a rise in ownership and usage. appean 1o
be a tiumph of mierventonary regulation. especially the introduction of seatbelts and
random breath westing for aloobal in the 19708 and 1980s. However, it bs alw possible
thmhdﬂmmuhtmmdMMhhﬁﬁmmﬂhhpmn
in motor vehicle technology and safery. There was a levelling off in motor vehicle deaths
in the 1990s. which suppor the fira cxplanation. The sex differential decreased between
1979 and dhe carly 1990, bur has remained seeady since then.

4.8 Motor Vehicle Accident Deaths 1979-1998
rate of deaths of drivers and in
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Rates for motor vehicle deaths for 15-24 year old maks and females show the same
pancrms of decline as those for the wotal popalation, with male rates having decreased by
a Fictor of three over the period 1979 o 1998, Male rates fell from 77 per 100,000 15-
24 year olds in 1979 10 2% in 1998, and female rates fell from 21 1o 8.

The narrowing of the gap between male and female deaths s remarkable. but
neverthelow, the male motor vehice death rate in this age group i will three times higher
than the female and double that of the rotal male population. It has been compecrurcd
that some of these dexths might hawe been suicides bus if so, the proporuon cannet be
entablmhed.

4.9 15-24 Year Old Motor Vehicle Deaths 1979-1998
males ond femoles, deaths per 100,000 papulation
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The Cenire for Independent Soudics

Suicide

Figure 4.10 shows suicide rares for malo and females from 1903 w0 1999, These have
not shown the decrease cvident in deaths thar are responsive 10 medical and regularory
intervention and are no betrer ar the end of the cenury than at the beginning, The rates
for males have been higher than the rates for females chroughour the century despiee the
decrease in the male rasss o mid-century, with a marked decline in 1943, which may be
attributed o the involvement of males in Woeld War 11, The large rise in the 1960s can
be linked 1o the ready availability of barbirurares, which was corected wirhin the decade.
From mid-century the rates for males and females showed similar trajectones o the
period 1983 wo 1993, when the raee for males rurned sharply upwards while Female rates
continged o Bl A rise in the female rate occurred between 1993 and 1999, and the
male rate continued its rapid rise. Male raves in 1999 were as high as at the beginning of
the century, snd female raes higher. despiie the increased medical abiliry 1o reclaim
lives.

Apart from during World War 11, male suscide rates have Buciuared smound 20 per
100,000 population across the cemury, while female rates, apart from during the
haibsiiurane epidemic, have Buciusied srownd 5 Meiither sl canvincing trends of
increase of decrease, although the overall partern for males is Lshuped. while for temales.
i s the reverse,

4.10 Suicide 1903-1999
males and lemales, oge wandardised ntes
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Youth Suicide

Figure 4.11 shows thar sicides of young males rose sscadily from the 1960w 10 the 1990s
in both the 15-19 and 20- 24 year age group, albeir with sizeable fluctuations, with higher
rates in the latter group. In 1997, there was 1 sudden incresse in suicides in the 20-24 age
group, with 42 in 100,000 20-24 year old males taking their own lives. This sudden
increase occarred afier a soven year plateas from 1990 0 199% of sulcade raes around 32
to ¥ per 100,000, 1o which the 1999 fgure again Fell.

Like males, females aged 2024 have had a higher suicide rate than those aged 15-19
(Fgure 4.1 ) overleal ). But unlike males, female youth subcide rates have Hucnaaed around
5 per 100,000 and have not cacended 10 per 100,000 since 1921,

In 1999, 1519 vear old male subcide rates were three nmes higher than 1519 year
old femnales, and 20-24 year old male suicide raes were five nimes higher than the saicide
rutes af females in the same age group. The downiurn i suicide rares in 1999, parsioularly
For young males but alss for young females, may reflect changes in dasificaton.

4.11 Male Youth Suicide 1921-1999
totes per | 00,000 15-19 and 2024 year olds
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The Centrr for Independenr Stadies

Although the 15-24 yeur old suicide rate ks not, cven now, higher than other male
Futes, ity (mpact hmi:ﬁﬁymiﬁmwﬁttrlpdydmﬂtuuhm&ﬁd:n
responsible for 22% of male desths and 14% of female dearhs in the 15-24 age group,

The high rates of suicide deaths among young males are currently attribuied o rwo
major facrors, One i yourh anemployment, which, like waicide, i higher in rural and
remaote arcas. Young people whe do not have the ambition and/or the means 1o move
urban centres to look for enploymens face the prospect of long-term unemployment. o
in same cases a future suuggling w make a living from cheir family's land. The second
factoe, the method of suicide, contributes w the Large difference bevween both male and
fernale suicides and rural and urban wicides. Males, especially those in rural areas, rend
w0 choose more violent and irreversible methods of suicide such as fircarms and oxplosives,
Femabes are more likely 1o use slower methods such s carbon monoxide poisoning o
drug overdose, the effecn of which can be reversed if discovered in time, Affective disorders,
especially depression, ure major contributing factors in youth saicide.

Australian youth swicde raes arc among the highest in developed countries, while
suicides of elderly people are comparatively low. Comparisons should be treared with
some caution, however, as methods and accuracy of reporting suicide deaths may differ

berween countrics.
4.12 Female Youth Suicide 1921-1999
rotes par | 00,000 15-19 and 2024 year olds
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Firearm-Related Deaths

Figure 4.13 shows the raie of death cawed by fircarmw in five caregones i the penod
1986 o 1998, The rates in all cacgories have decreased over this penod. Dieath rares in
the homicide’ category show the mowst fluctuation. By far the largest cavegory of deaths
by fircarmi i suicide. I accown for ar lease vwo 1o three ames as many deaths as all
other citcgories combrined.

The gun “buy-hack” campaign and legslation outlawing semi-automanc fircarms
introduced after the Port Anbhur masscre of 1996 seema o have had some effect on the
number of firearm related deitha, However, since such deaths wore already on a downwand
rrajectory, this i difficult 1o confirm. The greatest decrease has been in subcides. using
Frcarms, but since it b not clear thag overall suicide rates have decreased, it s possible
that people have sought other means 1 ke thar lives in the absence of fiecarms.

4.13 Firearm-Related Deaths 1986-1998
accident, suickde, homicide and tomal*

50
45 =
a0
15
30
25 4
20
15
10
03 -

rate pae 100,000 population

e T 1R R TR I (W D TR R TR e el

I-ud o oepidonl  —8= uicde —— homicids |
R PR N S———

Sinsres mnmic:—*-w—-
Pshbasjn. 5 e O Cacach, 1 Wawgr [hporis and Fengome n danmabr
Dlesie emnved| Frwmnals
Moumm, | 1999, Fimarme el Viedence: The impoct of e Pasiommis
i Pirmgrrms
Moupm, | P00, Fesoes Pk Dmabi o doprola | 098

59






:::wauiulu | |
Motifications of Selected Diseases

In 1980, it secmed that the war on infeciow discases had, in developed countres, been
won. Bur within the decade, new diseases and a resurgence of old ones showed thar the
relaxation of standards was premature. Although people in Australia are nor yer dving in
large numbers as a result of the resurgence of infectious ar communicable discases, an
increase in infection rates s apparent, Figares 3.1a (below) and $. 1h (overleaf ) show that
incidence of some well-known infection discases rose considerably in the firt hall of
the past decade, bur in the laer half in mos cases was hroughe under comrol agam.

The rise in the number of notifications (number of infecions, not deathi) of whooging
cough (perrusas) confirms the imporance of immunisation 2 3 methed of comml,
When the rate of immunisation lapsed due 10 concerns abour side-cffeces, the discase re-
esrablished itscll wifily with an increase from 337 w0 10,669 snnual nodfications between
19590 and 1997, Measles and rubella {perman micaddes | notificapons fose to mid-decade
and then fell again in responie 1o natkonal iImmunisston campaigns. Meningncoceal
infections, alihough soll at lower rais than other discases, mipled in the decade from
19910 v 204000,

5.1a Motifications of Selected Infectious Diseases
1991-2000
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The Cenere for Independent Stodies

Hepatits-L, primanly a blood-borne discase which is most commonly transminmed
through intravenous drug (TUD) use, increased five-fold in the period from 1991 w
2000. The increase in Hepatitis-C notifications appean o be associated with nesedle.

exchange Mew reports of HIV (human immunodeficiency vinn) have

oA
decreased annually from a peak of 2500 diagnoses in 1988 (Figure 5.1b). L s thought

that HIV infecrion usually progroses to AIDS (scquined immunadeficiency syndrome)
wherchy the body succumbs o an arry of infecton which the weakened immune system
cannot withsand. AIDYS diagnoses rose in the mid- 1790 o the carlier cases of HIV
developed into AIDYS, followed later by a decrease in AIDS diagnoses in response w0 the
falling rate of HIV infection. The most common form of HIY ransmission s by male

homosexual sctivity, sccounting for 85% ol known infoctions,

il nurhee of paoibicoton
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5.1b Notifications of Selected Infectious Diseases

1988-1999
HIV, AIDS and hepatitisC
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Hospital Beds

Public criniciam of the effors of the government in health care s larpely ssociared with
the ﬁindinnin!.ufiu major health care intiturons, thi hnlpitﬂl. Figure 9.2 shaonay the
supply of hospital beds from the rarn of the contury w 1999,

There are five phases in the senes: it a penod of steady cxpansaan up w the 194k,
a penod of stability and another phase of expansion, followed by & sharp decline and
then a levelling. During the 1970s, the capiral and ranning coses of hospicals increased
dramancally (far beyond the C 1) anad this prressure Errmulﬂrln'r]lingnﬁlnd ultimarely
the ralucrion in the supply of beds while population grewth continued. To cope with &
reduced ratio af boeds to populatson, hospital have increased the throughput of patients,
andd admissions have been nung despire fewer beds beng available.

Between 1989 and 1999 the average length of stay fell from 5.9 10 3.9 days, and the

number of hospital beds per 1,000 population decreased by 200 Dhring the same
perind, the rate of admissions increased by S0

bady per 1,000 populafion
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Medical Practitioners

General pracrithoner care is the from line. and 3 major pare, of our health care varem,
Figure 5.3 shows that the namber of general and specialist medical practinonens per
100000 population increased substantially from the carly decades o the end of the
century. [n 1911, there were B8 docrorns per 100,000 population. By 2000, chis had maore

than mipled 1o 291 docmm per 100,000 population. The greatest increase has been in
speicidlisr pracyitionens, partcaludy b the 1980k and 1990s,

This general trend conceabs the differences in the numbser of docrons proparrional w
populaton by geographical srea,

Medical Proctitioners per 100,000 Population, by Region, 1998
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5.3 Medical Proctitioners 1911-2000
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MNurses

The number of registered and enrolled nurses per 100,000 population kept pace with
the rate of increase of doctors up undl the 1950, when it levelled off. Many hospirals are
now experiencing shartages, and are having difficulty fnding nurses 1o fill availalde
phnmdkﬁﬂkﬂmr,ltrﬂmpﬂttulm operating theatre, crivical/intensive care, neonatal
ingermive care, accident/emergency, cardiothoracie, midwifery and mental healih.

MNursing employment in rural arcas i well above that of other health professions. In
1996, nurse employment per 100,000 population in large reral centres (1,703, small
rural centres (1,363) and remuie ceneres (11,2200 exceeded thar of capatal cavies [1,183)
However, a much larger proporion of nuses ouside capieal cities and lange rural centies
were enrolled nurses—around 3% ovmall rural ceneres and other rural and remose
ateas, as compared o 17% in capial coee An enrolled nurse has lower mimimam
educational qualifications (ane year diplama) than a registered nurse (three vear degree)
{Nursimg Labaur Foror | 998, ALHW.

5.4 Nurses 1911-1999
regiiered and snrolled. numbaer and roie

pee 100,000 population
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Private Health Insurance

The National Health Act of 1953 required that private health funds (insurers) sccepr all
applicants, and offer policies at the aame rave 1o all spplicants regardiess of age, race, sex,
benefits claimed, or family stse. This means that low-risk groups (the young) face higher
premiums than their health rska justify, while high-risk groups (ithe aged), paying the
sme premium, are elfecively subsidised by the young. There are therefore wrong
incentives for low-risk individuals o sbandon private health nsurance. if there s an
alvernative, leading 1o higher premmiums fur those who remain in the funds, and an incenzive
for them. oo, w use an available alremarive. This became possible when public health
schemes were introduced, fint as Medibank in 1974, and then Medicare in 1984,

The percentage of the population with privawe health insurance fell from 67% in
1982, before the introduction of Medicare, o 45% w 1985, & few yean afrer. This had
dropped o 32% in 1998 (we Fgure 5.5). Other common nesons for opting out of
health insurance include the hidden “gaps’ In coverage and an absence of advantage for
private patienes. who in many cases receive the ame trestment as in the public spstem.
Tis coenbuae the decline in privare coverage, new membendip categonios were introdisced
i 1996 w replace the two misting categorio—single and family. The new categories
provide coverage specific 1o the needs of voung single peaple. couples withour children,
couples with dependent children snd sole parenes. Additional (and spparentdy more
successful) measures are the recent 30% rehate on membership premiums, as well o the
30 June 2000 deadline for svoiding age-incremented premivms for over- 3w Whether
this increase s sustainable remains 10 be wen,

5.5 Persons with Private Health Insurance
1983-1999
pot cond of population
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piitiriahin, 1,1, 8
Mental Health of Adults

There are no recent rime series of satistic showeng the prevalence of diagnosed menial
disorders in the population for comparison with the increase in the prescipoon of
piychaaceive medication, The most recent information comes from the ABSS National
Survey of Mental Health and Wellbeing of Adulis in 1997, involving 10,600 people
aged |8 years or more,

Figure 5.6 shows the percentage of the adulr population who had cxpenenced
n'mpmrmnfnn:nl'lh:rmprmnuldimrdﬂllnrhru months previcas o the 1997
survey, Some | 7% af sdult men and 18% of adult women had experienced one of the
major pavchological disorden (anxiety, alfective or substance-use disorders) in the previenss
I 2 monthe

The highest prevalence of snuety disorder spmpooms was found among women aged
45-54 (16%), The highest prevalence of substance use disorder symptoms was found
among men aged 18-24, with onc in fove men in this age group (20%) sulfering from
this condirion. Alcohol abuse was three imes more prevalent than any other subsance
use disorder. Affective disorder symproms were most common among women aged 15,
24 11 1%:). Amang affoctive disorders, the mow commaon was depression, u':nunm!,fnr
2% of womens and 83% ol men’s affecuve disorders.

Same sociologisg and peychologists sticss the imporance of social interaction and
family suppor in mainesining paychological health and a sense of well being. so increases
i recent years in the numben of single houscholds, of divorces and separations, and
delaved marriages may play a part in the rise of prescriptions o combat these disonden.
The rate of daily usage of prescribed peychoactive medication & sull much lower than
the prevalence or sympioms—smoughly one in 23 adulis laged |8 yoan of more) sersus
one i five aduls (4% w 20%).

5.6 Mental Health of Adults 1997
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Antidepressants

Depression and anxiery are affective (mood) disorden which are commaonly treated by
medicaion. Depression s expenienced as 3 lack of energy, concentranon and digurbances
of sleep and sppetite. Anxiety disorders are experienced & nervousnes, tension and
distress. For these sympeoms w be diagnosed ax a clinical condition mequiring medication,
they must be experienced as persiseent and severe enough o impair daily funcooning.

The number of anti-depremants prescribed in 1997 was two and a half times greaicr
than in 1990, rising from 1,240 to 3,050 defined daily dases per 100,000 population:
thar is, from average usage by onc in B0 people to one in 30, Prescripeions of anti-
prychotics incressed only marginally in the same period. Increasing concern about
depressive disorden resuleed in the formation of “Bevond Blue” in 2000, 2 governmens
funded organisation devgned 1o promote swarenes of and research into the causes and

elfecus of depression.
5.7 Antidepressants 1990-1998
delined dally doses per 1,000 population
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ADD/ADHD Medication

In pecent years, Arrention Deficit Disorder (ADD) and Attention Deficie Hyperactivity
Disaseder (ADHID) have been disgnosed increasingly in children who are percenved o be
severely inatentive, impulsive or hyperactive compared with other children of the wme

age. Diagnosis depends upon medical practivionens’ interpretations of individual cases
brought o cheir anennon by concerned parent or othere. There is no objecrive st

clasaify the existence or severirny of the condition.

Figure 5.8 shows thar there has been a remarkable 14-told increase in the prescrprion
ul medication for these disorders since 1990, Prescriptions of dexamphetamine have
increased 25-fold. The Australian Medical Association has voiced concerm thar many
children are being wrongly diagnosed as sulfering from these disorders and are aking
the relevant drugs (mosdly smphetamine) unnecenanly. with some anendant risks from
sustained usc.

The recemt Survey of Child and Adolescent Mental Health emtimated prevalence of
ADHDY ar 15% of boys and 7% of girls aged 4-17 years. ADHD was most prevakent
{20/} among yourger boss (aged 6 1 2) and boys i single parent and low income Bmilies.

5.8 ADD/ADHD Medication 1990-1998

annual number of prescriptions
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Tobacco Use

Figure 5.9 shows population evimares, based on surveys, of the propartion of the
population aged 20 years or more who are current smokers. Lifetime prevalence wends
(whether & pemon ever umokead whaceo regularly) would certainly be higher.

A major decrease, from 70% 10 45%, which involved males only, occurred in the
1960y, following the establishment by Professor Richard Doll of Oxford University of
an cpademiological link berwoen smoking and death from heart disease and lung cancer
in Britnh docton. The succending two and a half decades have scen @ further 15%
decrease 1o bring the male raic 0 29% in 1998, The rate for adult females was less chan
3% ar the beginning of the penod shown, and sciually rose slightly in the 19705,
during a period when the male decrease steadicd, but had fallen again by the eady 19905
o below its original bevel.
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Alcohol Use

Figaere 5. 10 is based on survey (nor population) statistics, and shows self-reported dnnking
habits of 2 mmple of people 20 years of age or vlder

Research has shown that 1-4 drinks a day in adults can be beneficial o healdh,
decreasing the risk for hearr disease compured with non-drinkers’ sk, but that more
than -7 drinks per day s harmful w health, The figure indicates that the majority of
drinkers—about 78%—had consumed only 1-4 drinks in a day acrow the period 1988
1w 1998, There was a small increase in the heavy drinking range (7 or moere donks) in
1998, and the inchdence of extreme bingr drinking was hagher than in previous years.

Note thar these figures do not indicate the percentage of non-drinkers. vor the
percentage of days for each cacgory of drinkers in which sleohol was non comsumed a1
all. They do. however, sugggen that a larger proportion of drinkers are consuming aleohol
in the range consedered “heavy drinking than in previous yean

5.10 Alcohol Use 1988-1998
drinks consumed on usual drinking day
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Consumption of Beer, Wine, Tea and Coffee

Figure 5.11 depicis the annual average per capita consumption of beer, wine, tea and
coiffee in Australia from 1938/39 o | 998799, Consumprion of beer increased dramatically
berween 1938/39 and 1978/79, firstly as it replaced spiries in commen usage and then as
part of a general increase in deohal consumption. It has decreased equally dramatically
since 197877, without a commensuirate increase in wine consumprion, whach suggesn
a return o drinking spirits. Pre-mixed spinins have become increasingly prevalent in
recent yeam. Wine drinking increased slowly scrosm most of the period, parricularly in
the decades of the 19705 and 1980x bur has fallen dightly in the 1990s, Wine has two to
three times the aloohobic content of beer.

Tea and coffee comsumption have teversed in popularity over the period, with rea
consurmnption in 1999 only a third of that in 1938/39, and caffec consumption showing
an cight-fold increase in the same period. The changes in preference may be due w0
Eurnpean and American influence in the post-war years. Asian migrant tes drinking has
not reversed the decline in consumprion of ea.
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llicit Drug Use by Teenagers

The problems inherent in collecring data on illicie drug use (for example, honest snswers
1o questions concerning illegal behaviour, concerns abour confidentialiryd mean thas
estimates of wsage are low than compleiely reliable. In Ausiralia, population drug-use
prevalence is inferred from responses m surveys complesed by samples of the popularion,
and estimates have the usual problems of cumple studies.

Figute 5,12 shows data on illicit drug usage drawn from a series of Housshold Surveys
conducted as pant of the National Drug Straregy. These took the form of self-repon
surveys completed by a random sample of the population. The 198% survey wan
sdnuinistered by interview, After running a parallel interview and saled bookler survey
In V9RK, the latter was judged 1o be supetior and hence was wed in cach of the later
surveve. Thencfore 1988 is probably a better haseline figure. A mapor dissdvantage is that
i reporns ‘ever used figuees, which may represent as linde as one puft of marijuana,
which is sarcely 2 siggnificant insdex.

Figure 5.12 shows that the percentage of teenagens who had ever wsed an illicit drug
rose From 3% in 198RS o $1% in 1998, an mncrease of 35%, Marijuans was the most
commonly used illicit drug, with 45% of young people sged 14-19 having ever used.
and 3%% having recently used (in last 12 moniha), marijuana in 1994,

m:mmmmm 1985-1998
per cont of 14-19 year olds have ever used on dlica drag
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Opioid Overdose Deaths

Figure 5,13 shows the number and rate of deaths antributed w opioid overdose from
1979 10 1999, published by rhe National Dinag and Alcohol Research Cenrre (NDARC).
Orpioids are the decomposed elements of both heroin and methadone. Therefore, when
they are detected in the blood post mortem, blood toxicology cannor distinguish which
of the two drugs was used (or if both).

The increase in opioid overdoe deaths over the perind 1979 10 1999 s sumaically
d;nﬂ'nn:‘ﬂrh:m#ﬂiuﬂmlnﬂthmﬂﬂ}!ﬂnTHdmhrmw 1 0, D00
populstion was 1.1 in 1979, rising to 4.5 in 1988, and ro 11.3 in 1999, |t is difficult w
cstahlish whether the number of overdoses has simply increased with the number of
users because the illegality of heroin use generates inaccurate reponing. Longitudinal
studies report annual momality betwoen 1% and 3% amony dependent opioid users. If
this rate is stable then the number of usees has increased ar the same rare & the number
of deaths.

NDARLC suggest that risky injecring behaviour and poly-drug use are magor facton
in overdose deaths. IF the current pracuice of older users i replicated among younges
users, we will face another epidemic of overdose deaths in 10 10 15 years. The current
epidemic shaws no ugn of decelersion. The overdose mortalicy ranes proseide no evidence
of any positive effect of the current drug straregy of harm minimisation, and rather
provide evidence w the conteary. Given the spread of Hepatitis-C among injecton, harm
minimisation programmes such as free needle cuchanges and ‘shooting gallenes” also
appear to be inefectual in preventing the spread of blood-borne diseases.

5.13 Opivid Overdose Deaths 1979-1999
seevlgt mhed roin &l oposl cesrdose deaths
e 1003, 000 popokaine aged 1 5-44
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State and Non-Government School Students
School education was inidally a states’ affaie, but since the 19705 the Commaonwealih
has increasingly excried pressure on education policy, via its control of funding, in the
Ongoing Cypanuon of the Commonwrealth mole in sncial marens.

Universal free primary education (onginally reaching into the early teenage yean)
was extablished in the Australian stases in the larter decades of the 9t century. The very
steep increase in pupil numbers from 1943 10 1973 i the resule of 2 sharp rise in the
propartion of children in the population coinciding with an extension of ompubsory
education. Under the new system, primary whooling coded before the teenage yean,
while secondary education was extended 1o the mid-reens amd became compulsory, The
bevedling in pupil numbers in the last iwo decades reflecs the decline i the whool-age
populstion, with the upeurm in the last decade (seen only in privare school numbers) due
primarily to increased retention in the final yean of secondary school.

The percentage of pupils in private schools remained berween 200 and 25% unil
the 1700k, but exceeded 30%% in 2000,

6.1 State and Non-Government School Students
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Students per Teacher

Figure 6.2 shows the number of papils per teacher in sae and privace schools from
1906 o 200D

The progress of reacheripupil ratios has been very different for private as compared
with stare whools. In 1906, sawe whoobs rypically had owice av many pupils per wcacher
as privare schools (M compared with 15), While state schools’ teacher-pupil ratios fell
markedly in the firs half of the contury, private schools” teacher:pupil ratios rose equally
markedly. By 1943, the rwo ratios were almos oqual (23 pupils per teacher for state
schools, 21 for privare schook. By 1963, state schools had fewer pupibs per wall member
than did pevate schools, and they maimained their advantage as ratios fell in both sectors,
wuntil the wo converged an 15 pupils per teacher in 1994 (where they remain in 2000),
the level a1 which private schouls began. Thus the preference for private schools in the
1990, and their berer educanonsl outcomes, cannot be areribated o advantages in
teacheripupil matios,

Within wide limin, it now appears thar clas sire has linde effecr on the qualiny of
edducanion and thar reacher quality s maore imporane. Sae government legislation escludes
much information on school performance under the Freedom of Information Act. As a
voulr, there w no feedback of wacher and school performance, and parens are denied
informed chulce.

6.2 Students per Teacher 1906-2000
stote and nongovernmant schoah
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Year 12 Retention Rates

Figure 6.3 shows apparent revention rares o Year 12 in Australian schools hetween the
vears 1967 and 2000, From 1981 ro 2000, retention rates for state and noo-government
schoal are shevwn separately, The ranes are the proporien rfﬁm-:ru.r high schaonol iudenis
(Year 7 in some staves and Year 8 in ochens) who went on 1o Year 120

Retenrion to Year 12 was Jow in 1967 (enly 24%) and was still only 29% in state
schools and 57% in non-government schools in 1981, Retention mw Year 12 mote than
doubled in state schools and increased by 50% in non-government schools berween
1981 and 1991 s part of 3 governmeni policy to combat youth unemployment. Therealier,
retention rates declined slightly in state schonds and incressed slighaly in non-govermmem
schoole. Some pary of this effect may he due o sae school students transferring 1w
pr'w;lr ptl'mnln rnr \"t;_'lrl 11 .l,nd! IE-

Retention rates are higher for garls than for bova, i 2000, the appaenst rewention rate
from Year 7 1o 12 was 79% for girk and G6% for boys.

6.3 Year 12 Retention Rates 1967-2000
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Maths and S5cience Performance of Yeor 8 Students

Pupil strainment, or the outcomes of education. i not treated in the Veardwols, and
virtuzally undocumenied in official reporns of the last decade.

The lnternatinnal Asociston for the Evaluanon of Educanional Achievernent (IEA)
has conducted a wries of comparative international surveys of primary and secondary
sadent matha and science skills since 1959, The most recent of these, the Thind
International Maths and Science Soudy (TIMSS) was conduced in | 994-9% uskng e
than half a million spadents in 4% couniries.

Figure 6.4 depicos Australia’s performance in the study, dhowing Australish score in
comparison with the internanonal average woee, a8 well 2 Australias ranking our of the
parsicipating countries. The consistent top maths and science performen were Korea,
Singapore, Japan and Taipa. with the Netherlands and Hungary abo occupying high
positions. Neverthelexs, Australia is condstently higher than the international average,
andd higher than the Unbied States and United Kingdom.

6.4 Maths and Science Performance of

Year B Students 1995 & 1999
Austrolia’s score and ronk, inrnational average score
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Figure 6.6 shown the average cxpendimure per snudent in gevernment and non-governmens
schools. For state schooly, this represents government fusding only and dies nor include
meome taised from other sources, wch @ fundradsing and fea. For non-governmen:
schoals, these figures include funding from all source—government and private.

In the financial year 1998-99, expenditure per student was $6,42% for stare (or
‘povernment ) schook and $6.777 per student for privare (or ‘non-government’) schools.
The wfficial figures for government schooli for 1991 w0 1995 do not rake into account
the expenses incurred by superannuation and long-service leave, whereas the non-
government school figures do, Ken Gannicon, in the policy monograph Taking Educanon
Seviwunly (The Centre for Independent Studies, 1997) estimanes chis would smouwn w
slmast 15% on top of the official figure for government schools. The figurs for these
yean have been adjusted sccondingly. For 1997 and 1999, superannuation s included,
hﬂtﬂwumu:lwrnp:mnnntuhminmmminhmﬂﬂhﬂﬂlﬁpﬂ.luﬂiu
payroll wa and long service keave.

"Liner oo :d'npi.tll'-—-ll'lr cost 1 the government of not using the land and other
psts associaeed wid!mdn:ﬂ:hnﬂ::qnupum—hnmimhﬂdinﬂgpmm
whuol figure. The Productivity Commission cstimates the "user cost of capital’ @ 81,240
per student in 1999 (SCRCSST 2001: Table 3A.9). Non-government schools figures
inchude the equivalernt costs. If the user cou of capital is added 1o stare school expendinare
ﬁgﬁﬂ.‘,ﬂﬂit per capits expencdinure s much h‘hﬂhnrhuufmn-ﬂvmmmm

6.6 Expenditure Student 1991-1999
-*nsmm--::im fundirg Fom ol wce
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Government Funding per School Student

Public education lobby groups have been claiming, over the last 1.2 months in partcular
thar state schools receive less government funding than non-government schools. Federal
funding figures are ofien quoted w suppon this assertion. The majority of funding two
mare schoals, however, comes from state governments, o both sources of funding; must
be combined for a clear plaure of government funding levels,

Figure 6.7 shows thar when federal and state funding are combined, ware school
students receive, on average, T0% mote government funding than non-government school
studenta. The majority of the state schools” public funding comes from stare governmenta,
whereas mo of the non-government schoals’ public funding comes from federal sources
A large proporsion of the cost required w0 educate 4 child in & non-government schood
comes from private sources, primarily s tuition fees paid by parcnts.

6.7 Government Funding per Student 1998-99
per copits funding from sote ond lederal governments

for whate and nongovernment schools
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Home Schooling
The various education acis in the states and wermirories stipulate thar children aged 6 10
15 yeams (16 in Tasmanial must be enmolled in and amend & regitered staie or non-
government school. Parents who wish o educase their child ar home must apply to the
Minister for Education or another authority in their state or ternrory for dagpensation or
exemption from this general rule, and o repgiser their child 2 hame schooled. Home
whooling is different 10 srudying by cormspondence or 'distance educstion’ in remore ancas,
an pasenes do ot have w follow prescrbed curnculum eontent ar waching programmaes.
Familios choose home schooling for 3 vanety of ressons. Firae and foremont §s a belicl
that they can offer their children a2 bemer education a1 home than s offered in the
wnatitutioial school seiting, Parenis who want their children 1o have 2 secular education,
bur do not wish 1o send thair children m a public school, have few optiom swailable 1o
them, as the majority of non-government schools are religious. Maorcover. if such families
are unable to pay fees. their choices are limited even further.

Very linde information is available about home schooling in Ausiralia. Only New
South Wales, Queenlund and Tasmania are shle o Pml.'id,: ﬁnu:ﬂ (kR 1Hl:|1‘|l"!ld!l-ll-'l|lllg
registrations over 3 number of years, and these are presented in Figure 6.8, Personal
coamerumication with relevan educanon aurhonities in other states and territonies indicars
thar ground 5.000 children were reglstered o be home schooled in Auseralia in 2000,
An unknown number of children in each sate and territory are not anending schoal and
are pit regisieresd as home schooled. Same home education authorities suggest that there
are very few wnregistered home schooled children, whereas home educaron themselves
assert thar there are as many unregistered home schoolers as there are regstered

&.8 Home 1991-2000
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Educational Attainment

The Australian labour force is now more highly educared than ever before. In 1984, juw
over half of the aduli population of working age had completed Year 12, and just over
one third had a post-school qualification. Seven per cent had a bachcdor degree or higher.
In 2000, more than rwo rhirds of the working age population had complered Year 12,
44% had a post-school qualificanion, und the proportion with o hachelor degree or higher
had misre than deubled o 16%:.

This change has accompanicd the trend in employment wwand 2 higher proportion
of skilled occupations, especially managerial and prnl'::mml]- [esitinens.

per cunt of populafion aged 15-84/49°

6.9 Mﬂw 1984-2000
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University Participation

In the it 50 years higher educanion has moved from being an umusual 10 8 commaon
event for young Australans. Figure 6. 10 shows that in the mid- 19508 fewer than 350
people out of every 100,008 were at university. By the mum of the century. thar number
was misre than 3, 100 per 100,000, The effect of this is o increase greatly the proportion
of Australians with 4 degree. In just the 1990-2000 period. the proportion of people
aged 15 vo b4 with 2 bachelor degree or higher went from B.4% 1o 15.7%, This fugure
will continue o increase, with around a third of Amaralians now having anended wniversity
by wge 25. and with the immigration programme favouring educared migranc.

&.10 University Participation 1905-2000
mambmr of shederts and rae par 100,000 populotion
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University Students by Gender

Fifry vears ago male studens ournumbered female students by four to one in Australias
universities. Thirry years ago it was sill two w one. In the late 1980s something that
generathon carlier would have semed impossible happenied —women began 1 oumnumber
men, The ratio has expanded dowly since, and now stands ai 1.2 females w one male.
This s due partly o numsing, 3 maditionally female profession, being increasingly raughse
in universities rather than hospreabs from dhe mid-1980s onward. But it also reflecn
long-term trends in male academic smsinment, including more girls than boys going on
1o comphee Year 12, In Four of the ten broad ficlds of soudy men make up less than 30%
ol the suudents.

811 wm Gender 1950-2000
number al maoks amd Flmh:unmmrdwhnh
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Students Enrolled in PhD Courses

T the lare 1980s and eardy 1990y many Colleges of Advanced Education were turmed
imno or merged with universities. The vanous rechnology instirures alse added ‘universiy’
v their itles. With the name change went an obligation wo do research, and the need for
students doing the major rescarch degree, the FhiD. As the graph shows, the result was 2
prliferation of doctoral srudenis over the 1990s. The PhiD is the wuasl qualification for
an scademic job, but the number of junior leciurer jobs shrank throughour most of the
1990, The modest growth in docrarates by coumewark. scen on the botom lise of the
graph. is a sign that the diserrarion-only ThD may, over rime, see some comperition
from more hroadly hasad FhiDy. like those offered in most Amcrican univenitio.

6.12 Students Enrolled in PhD Courses 1991-2000
numbser of nosoverssas suderts
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Overseas University Students in Australio

I the mid- 19808 the then Labor government decided o make university education an
export indusery, keading 1o the rapid growth in overseas stodents dhown in Figure 6,13,
This has rurned out 1o be the most significant marker reform ever in higher education,
and is o marked conerast with the quots and price controls surrounding Auseralian
undergraduates. Indeed. the mability of universities 1o run local wndergraduate
programmes on an coonomic bass promped their push 10 increase overseas enrolments.
Some ‘overseas studenrs pow aitend Auwstralian univerities in their home counimes
where intermational campuses have been establshed. The universities afe anempring m
recrult more students from emerging recrultment populations such & India and China,
bt the current lirgesr sources are Malaywa. Singapore and Hong Kong,

6.13 Overseas University Students in Australio
1988-2000
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Commonwealth Funding per University Student

Mo aue i higher educanion n more controversial than funding—and even the statistics
are controversial. The federal government poinis out thar funding per plenned student is
higher than it was in 1796, and thar roaal revenues, which include income from privae
fee-paying students, are at record levels. The government's crivics point out thar as most
universities enrol more students than the government plan requires, the aremge fanding
P'ﬂ'm!ilh“[lhﬂhﬁlm;lmilhﬂuﬁt‘ﬂmuuwdumﬂmw'l
contribution i declining.

Figure 6. 14 whovws the Awaralian Vice-Chancellor’ Committes’s average figure. Figures
fram other sources such as the Natonal Tervary Education Union (NTELT also dhow a
rise from 1999 vo 2000, but by a much kower amount. The current Funding “erisis” is niot
principally due to government cuts; even the NTELs figures show the government is
spending only 320 million less than in 1996 our of 1 budger exceeding $5 billion. The
problems srise because universities face rising costs that they cannor pass on w either the
government of the approximately 75% of all sudents who are Australians holding HECS
or scholarship places.

6.14 Commonwealth Funding
iuphrh-m mﬁdhql:-pupqm
h“ i
[2000 constant doliors)

13,800
13,600
13,400 .
t]jm. | F—
13,000 |
12,800 +—
12,800
12,400 |
12,300 |
12,000
11 800

ennual doflar per thadent

PPEPPPPELP L PPPPPPEF

It bemrrdbon CoeChoecellon o i Tundisg Tolde &



Crime
and Justice




SR T

The ABS Yearbooks, uniil the 1960, pracnted crime dara s charges snd convictiom.
In 1964, crimes recorded by police were added wo the stapistics, and within 2 decade
the record of charges and convictions ceased. It is, however, possible 1o convert
conviciion rares into cwimate of crimes recorded by police, hased on ratios. derived
from the period in which both satistics were reporied, so a6 to create an unbroken
series acrons the 20th century, (Details of this procedure are provided in Lucy Sullivan’s
Rising Crinee in Ausrradia, The Centre fos Independent Studics, 1997), Crimes reconded
by police provide a series for the lass four decaden. In the following graphs, W
combination of these indicatoes is shown. The wources are the ABS Ferboaks for the
carly years of the century unnil 1993 (excep for 1993 assauly, which comes from the
Awstralian Instinate of Criminology), and Reerded Crime, Assralin (ABS Cat. 4510.0)
unlos otherwise noted.

Figures 7.1 1o 7.7 show that crime rares selative 1o the populaion (per 100,000
population), after falling in the fint half the 20th century, have increased alarmingly
unice ihe 196,
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Property Crime

Figure 7.1 shows conviction rates in the higher courns for the years 1903 o 1971/
72, estimated equivalent recorded crime rates for the same years, and recorded crime
rates for 1964 tw 2000, for crimes against property. Crimes against properry, primuarily
the various forms of dhefy, in the 1990s are possibly 40 times higher compared with
their lowess level this contury in the 19305 (the heighi of the Grear Depression) and
the 19408 (the middle of World War 11). Berween 1981782 and 1993, the property
cnime rate row by more than nine times the ool property crime rate in the yean
1903 1o 1952, Maowor vehicle thefi in 1973 represented 27% of propeny crime, and
in 2000, 29%. Thus it cannot be held individually sccountable for the rise in property
crime over these decades. The rise in motor vehicle dheft was miher less than thar for
all propeny crime.

7.1 Crime 1903-2000
19031744 corvichons and sguivalant recorded erimes estimaied
from convictions, 1964.2000 erimes recorded by police
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Figure 7.2 shows recorded (and estimated recorded) crime rates for violent crime
{crimes against the person) over the century from 1903 wo 2000, Conviction rates in
the higher courts are alio shown from 1903 to 1964, The figures represent the
combined rates for homicide (murder, stempied murder, mamlsughter. and driving
causing death), rape (changing o scxual assault i 1997), and serbous assaul

In contrast with crimes agains: property. it can be seen that the masive escalation
of cromes of violerce ocourred anly 0 the last swo decadies, from 1981782 w0 2000,
atresting 1 the accurscy of public perceprions of the growth in, and people’s growing
fear of, personal vialence. Crimes of violenoe decreased secadily during the firw half of
the century. reaching their lowest poing in 1943, the middle of Warld War 11,
attriburable in part v the abswence of large numbens of young men from chalian life.
Bur they remamed lower in the 1950s and 1960s than in aay decade of the ceniury
prior ta the 1930, and only finally rose shove the 1903 level in 1981/82. Looking
only at the police record period, violemt crime increased by a facior of 37 berween
1964 and 2000,

The incidence of crimes of violence b lower than that of crimes againe propery.
It was abowr half ar the beginning of the censury, and only about one fifth m 1993,
but in 2000 it was more than one quarter and at a2 much higher level—830 per
100,000 population compared with 50 ar the tum ol the cenury.

7.2 Violent Crime 1903-2000
1903- 1964 convictions ond squivalent recorded crimes eslimated
from convictiona, 19642000 crimes recorded by police
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Homicide

Figure 7.3 shows recorded (and estimated recorded) crime rares for homicide from 1903
s 2000, and convictions froms 1903 o 1904, Homicide includes murder. ateetnpred
murder, manslaughter and causing death by driving. It can be seen that the homicde e
tell by hall 1o the middle years of the century, reaching an all-time low during World War
I, again probably due 1o the shsence of lunge numbens of young men from civilun life. By
1964 it had revurned 1ot of the comury levels, then rose again by a quarter in the
following decade, sabilised m che carly 1980y, but showed another large rise w the
19,

It might be assumed thar death cansed by driving made a significant contribution w
this increase, in contrast with the situanion before the 1960s when there were bow levels
of car ownership. Agains this cxplanation, in 1993, erimes recorded by police show this
category at about a sisth of murder snd anempiod murder. and in 2000, sbout one third,
s the major part of the rise in the early 19908 canne be anributed 1o this somewhar less

culpable argin.

7.3 Homicide 1903-2000

1903-1984 corviclions ond squivalent recorded crimed silimated
Iram convictions, 19442000 crimes recorded by palics
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Only a limited st of statistics for murder separsted from anempted munder is available
and is presented in Figure 74, Munder was not disimguished from homicide in the
figures for 1981/82, but the 1993 and 2000 figures, which are at least 3 third hugher
than the rate @t the wrn of the cenvury, suggost a continuung rse from the muddle of
the cenmiry at least uneil 1993, Alchough the murder rae in 2000 was 6% lower
than in 1993, it s nevertheless double that in 1952, Recorded murders are a third
higher in 2000 than in 1964

In 20W0, the perpetrator was known o the viciim in 63% of cases, snd 26% af
murders were commirted by a family member. More than half of all murders were
commirted in residential dwellings,

7.4 Murder 1943-2000
1943-1952 convichons and equivalent recorded crimes eslimated
from comvictions, | 964-2000 reconded by police
[1981/82 not available]
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Rape/Sexval Assoult

Rape (including sttempied rape) and sexual asauli raves are depicred in Figure 7.5. From
1903 1o 1981/82, rape (including atrempred rapel was reporcd @ a discrete caregory
Sexual snaule” replaced i in 1993, taking in other classes of sexusl crimes. (An carlier
category, ‘wither offences agasnst female’ made 1o appesrance enly intcrmivently and o
nor included here), Rape raves fell 1o very bow levels in the early 1o mididle decades of the
centwry, but berween 1964 and 1993 rape rose by a factor of mare than 10 or 1000%.
Reference 1o recorded sexual amauls fygures suggesn thar the increase has slowed somewhar
in the 19

7.5 Rape/Sexval Assault 1903-2000
19031952 recowded crimas eshmated from convichons,

19642000 crimas recarded by police
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Assault

The scrious assaulr rate was shighedy higher than the rape rare (Figure 7.5) throughout the
century until the 1990x: in 1997, the serious aassult rare was dose o nine tumes the
sevial asaule rate. Serious asauh shows the peneral panern of 4 fairly continuous fall 1o
the 19404, and thereafier 2 slow and then o rapid nue (Figure 7.6), I¥ the unusually low
wamme level is excluded, the rewult could be inerpreted as showing a continueous fall
thoagh o the 1960s. Assault shows a less dramatic fall than any other crime, and the rate
i 1963 was only approamarely half that in the first owo decades of the century. By
1981 B2, this level wan reached again and this was followed by 3 ten-fold rise berween
1981 /82 and 1993, Thin preceded anothet massive increase in the seven yeans o
2000, This increase had 2 major impact on the total viokent cnime and serious crime
rates.

7.6 Assoult 1903-2000
19031944 convictions and squivalent recorded enmes sshmaled
from comvicriens, | 964-2000 crimes recorded by police
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Serious Crime

Because of some uncormaimsy a5 w the degree of caprure of crime satistics currently
recorded by police. compared with convictions in the higher courts priot to 1970, it is
salutatory to look at the ‘mial senous crime’ figures for the contury as represented by the
combined higher courts and Magistraves Courts convicrions and equivalent figares from
police records. Serwus crime b identified as affrncoe againse the perven, preperry carmmcy
Jorgrry and blackmaiil, Deug offences (trafficking) only rose 10 levels worthy of 4 separate
caregory in the last three decades, and so are omined in order not 1o creae uncertainty
about rises in more taditioenal crimes; it i nevertheless & serious crime 1o which our
soclety i now subject (sec Figure 7.8 for drug offences in the fast three decades). Examples
of non-senous crimes trom earher decade which ane amimad are drunkennes and vagrancy,
and] From the present period, maffic infnngemenis,

Figure 7.7 shows the mie of senous crnime per 100,000 population from 1903 1w
20000, based on convictions and esimated recorded crime rates, and from 1964, of
cames recorded by police. A fall from 1903 1o 1913, was followed by a slow rise ro pass
the 19903 level in 1943, This was followed by 3 conrinuing increase through 1964 1o the
late 1990, reaching a rate in 2000 which wis more than six times that ae vhe
begmning of the century.

7.7 Serious Crime 1903-2000
1903-1971 /72 comvehions and squrvalent ecorded crimes estimaied
from convictions, 1964-2000 crimes recorded by pelice
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Drug Crime
Figure 7.8 thows the rate per 100000 popularion of drug offences reponed/becoming
knewn o police from 1974775 1o 199899, These figures represent an aggreganion of
crime data from all Sties and Termonies (excluding ACT from |987/88 w 1996797
These nifences include drug use, possewion, obiaining, unlawfully receiving, cultivating,
manufacturing, supplying snd imporing.

The actual number of drug offences recorded by police was almost nine times greater
m 199849 (83,533 offences) than in 1974775 (9,700}, and the raic six timea higher
The rase of drg offences appearn o have levelled somewhat since the carly 19905, which
may cither be 2 roubt of fewer offences being committed or low diligence in police
reporting of possession and wse of some drags, maosr likely marijuana. Offences involving
cannabis imarijuana) comprised d}riur;ulmcmq.' nfdru[,n:ﬂrm'u b TSRS (6, 6%
of the naonal oeal),

7.8 Drug Offences Recorded by Police
1975-1999 and Arrests 1989-1999
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Prison Population

Bexause of changes in sentencing policy, the numbers of privaners in gaol are pencrally
comsidered w0 neflect theoties of crime prevention as much s crime e Figure 7.9
shows the imprisonment rate in Ausralia (the number of prisoners at mid-year per
100,000 population) from 1903 1w 2000, Imprisonment rares fell rapudly in the fira
decade of the century, then levelled our herween 1913 and 1952 a1 abour half of the
sarming figure. Thereafrer, 3 slow nise with a slight decline berween 1973 and 1983,
i followed by a rapid nise, and by 2000 the level was dighely higher than that ar the
beginning of the century.,

?.FFH:IIIIIPTM 1903-2000
averoge daily prison populofion,
numbser and rale per 100,000 population
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imprisonment and Serious Crime

Rates of imprisonment have not kept pace with incresses in the crime rate. This
bewt exemplified by looking ar ratios of prisonen o cnime numbers. Figare 7.10
shaws the ratios of prisoners m serous crime rates from 1903 w 2000, The o fell
comiderably from 1903 1o 1943, This means that fewer crimes were being punished
by imprisonmen and/or prisan sentences were shotver over the period. This may have
resslted from 4 higher percentage of convictions betng for less serious crimes in this
period. From 1963, the ratio fell sway again, despite the facr thar this is the period of
marked mc of vialent and properry crime rates—-that iv, of mere seriows ciime. Tmpositkon
of imprisonment was six times bower in 2000 than in 1903,

Becamse crime rates for the lass four decades reprosent recorded crines, ni convicrions,
it bs impossible vo tell whether the fall in imprisonment rates represents greater leniency
in judges or increased mability of police 1o crch culprioe and obrin convicnon, In
the second half of this contury. falling rates of imprisonment have been accompanied
by riving rares of crime.

7.10 Imprisonment and Serious Crime 1903-2000
rofio of prisonen per 100,000 population o
sorious crimes pae 100,000 population
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Imprisonment and Viclent Crime

Imprisonment for violent crime i probably of greater concern 1o the public than
imprisoament for crimes against properry. The ratio of prisoners o violent crimes could
only be calculsted wsing all prisanen regardies of offence (because a breakdown by offence
i nat given i the Fanbooks), Figure 7.11 shows the long-term trend of this indicstor.
The number of prisoners proportional to the mamber of crimes fell most rapidly from the
1960k, precoding the biggest increases in violent crime by approsimately two decades. As
with testal serious crimes, we cannot be sure how much of this change is due 10 leniency
in sentencing and how much w lower arest and conviction rates, but it is unlikely 1o
be entirely the laner. The effect. a regards failure of deterrence and of prosection of
the public, is likely 1o be much the same in either case.

7.11 Imprisonment and Viclent Crime 1903-2000
rotio of prisaners per 100,000 population 1o
viclen? crimes per 100,000 population
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Juveniles in Corrective Institutions

In the nincteen yeur petiod from 1981 through w 2000, the rare of juvenile decention
(10:17 year olds in most states) in juvenile corrective institutions decreased from
105 males (per 100,000 males aged 10-17) and 13 femalbes (per 100,000 females
aged 10-17) o 55 mabes and 6 females per 100,000 in chae age group.

Figures 7.13 and 7.14 show that arrests have increased over this period of declining
rates of imprnonment. Therefore the decline in the number of pavenilis in corrective
institutions is not due to @ decrease in juvendle crime, bur to o change in the approach w
fpuvenile justice. Noew juvonile justice leghslation passed in most s2aies and terrones
the 159005 has allowed many juvenile offenders o awoid custodial wotences through
process of ‘pre-court diversions’. such as formal and informal police cautioning and
family conferencing, However, sme jurisdicrions {Wesern Australia and the Narthern
Territory) impose mandatory devennion after theee offencen

7.12 Juveniles in Corrective Institutions
1981-2000
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Juvenile Violent Crime

Nanonal sratsnc on juvenile offending are difficult o find, due o differences and
deficiencies in crime recording procedures scross the states. The measurersent of juvenile
crime on a national level is therefore inexact. Despire these problems, a national 20 year
timie scries of juvenile arrest rates has been compiled and published (5. Mukhetjee 1997,
sce graph for source below). Although the mast recent data are for 1994/95, cxamination
of the stare-by-stare dats for more recent pears indicates that the upward trend shown in
these figures has continued. It should also be noted thar arress staristics are not the maost
accurare record of crime purticipation, as they only measure crimes dieared, and cannit
necesaridy be extrapolated o undeared crimes. They do, however, provide the most
consistent data vailable 1o dare,

Figure 7.13 shows thar vielent crime rates among juveniles increased markedly
ever the two decades from the mid- 19708 10 the mid- 1990s. Rates of arrest of 10-17
year obd boys for robbery and for serious asault increased by a factor of five over this
period. These arrest faves alwr demonstrate the great discrepancy berween crime rates
of boys and girls. It is possible that arrest rases do not sccurately reflect parmicipation
rates, and that gitds are arrested lew ofien than boys for crimes commitied, but there
s no evidence of this and it is unlikely that this explaing any significant proportion of
the gender differences in arrest rates.

7.13 Serious Assault by Juveniles 1974-1994
boys and girly involved in cleared crimes
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Juvenile Property Crime

Rates of arrests for property crime by juveniles. although up 1o ten times higher than
rares of arrest for violent crime, have not increased to the same degree, Neverthohos,
rates of arrest for break, enter and seal almost doubled for boys and wripled for girls
and raves of motor vehide theft increased by one thind For bovs and again mripled for
girh over the two decade penvod. Although arrests of girl for these propenty crimes
increneed at @ greater rate than arrestn of bovs, they are will ot least ten times lower

Varous theones have been put lorward o explan gender differcoce in juvenile cnime
elfect of family dysfuncrion and breakdown on boys and i, In a 1997 report Soesal
and Ecomomic Serexs, Cheld Neglect and Juvenile Deliguency, rescarchen 1), Weatherburn
and B. Lind from the NSW Bureau of Crime Suatistics and Resesich idenified child
neglect a5 one of the sarongea predicion of uventle cime paniapauon, althoagh
how this might coniribute mo gender differences s non clear.
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Police to Population Ratio

The Yourbooks provide figures of the number of police officers in Australia, and of the
ratio of police to population in wems of persons in the population per palice officer.
If crime rates are stable, this i an appropriste means of monitoring how well the
polce fores s being maintainal, but if crime rares incrcase markedly, so will police
duties in terms of derection and the procoses of convicton, leaving las tme for
preventatiee surveillance, What fa an adequate police foroe in conditions of low crime
rares will become quire madequate in conditions of escalating crime.

Figure 7.15 shows the Mardooks figuires of police afficers per 100,000 poplatsn,
from 19013 wo 2000, Bearing in mind our knowledge of the fall in crime rates in the firs
half of the century, followed by a rise in the second, one can see thar, as Jogic would
demand, there is generally a fall in the ratio of police to population in the firse pare of the
century, followed by a rise in the second hulf, which escalmes from 1963 in apparent
keeping with the escalation in serious crime rates in the same period. The namber of
palice officers per 100,000 population has doubled berween i lowest pointin 1923 and
its highest in 1993 (119 o 257), In 2000 v was somewhiat lower, 2t 212 officers per
100,000 populaton.

These figures, however, doo not show whether the rise in officer numbers »
appropriate to the degree of rive in the crime mre.

7.15 Police to Population Raotio 1903-2000
sworm ofhcers per 100,000 population
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Police to Serious Crime Ratios

ln Figure 7.16, officer numbers are presented as ratios. not w0 population, but 1w
total serions crime rates. This figure demonstraies thar the rise in police officer numben
has failed 1o compensate for the large rises in crime rutes of recent decades.

There i a e in police 1o serious crime ratios from 1903 10 1913, cinciding with
(and pechaps partially achicving) the Gll in all scrious crime over thar period. followed by
a fall 1o below tirm of the conury levels by 1943, in paralle] with the concurrent eise in
serionss crime rate. Thereafior the ratio tises again in 1952, co-incident with o dighr fall
in the serious crime rate, but then drops seeply, and again drops in the decade to 1993,
In 2000y bl again by one third, Stmalarly, the rano of officers o violent comes (o
shown) rose as violent crime raoes fell to mid-century, then fell in the penod of increasing
violent crime, with the ratio fnally falling below thar ar the tuen of the century in the la
decade, in the face of the wudden rise in vialent crime,

I'he madntenance of 2 pobice force in proportion w rsing crime mics i the las
seviral decades has clearly not been achicved.

7.16 Police to Serious Crime Ratic 1903-2000
ratio of police per 100,000 population o
sotious crimes par 100,000 populakon
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State of the atian

Passive Leisure

One indicamor of relative prosperity and qualicy of life is the amount of lesure, or ume
free of work and steendance 1o the necosines af life, avatlable 1o |'Iu.1'r|,'||-|.'. In genieral, the
smount of lemsure vime availible las icreased significamly in the lase generation or nac

In 1993 and 1997, the Australian Burcau of Statisticy conducred a rime wse survey
with time sllocated o 1en categories including paid work, domestic, education,
commianity, socisl, sctive lesure and pasove lovare. Mare rocent da i nod available,

Passive ledsure mainly consises of leisure time spent in the home and includes scriviries
such o reading, liening o the radio or music, watching elevision, and meitmg. The
armosant of timse spsent engaged in passive lenure sonivithes incressed acrons all apes berween
1992 and 1997 The larges: increase has been in the 1524 ape group, whowe average
daly prasiive leivare time msode than doubled

B.1 Passive Leisure 1992 & 1997
average minules per day, by oge group
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Main Leisure Activities

The figures on main lessure scirvities in Figore 8.2 show the most commaon leisure
activities, both active and passive. Not surprisingly, TV is still the miost popular leisure
:|.|.I;i'|'i1:|.' in V97, til[lllF owver two and a hall boun of dailv letire thime on avetnge. 7}
1992, TV viewing was tollowed by ‘wcialiving . buat in 1997, socialising was replaced by
‘lking as the sexond most time-consumimg keisure activity, The distinerion berween
socialising and ealking is thar socialiving is an active, our-of-home group acrivity whereas
H]klhﬂ i gl.'ﬁrrJ.”:i A PRRMTVE, in-1 hie-home actiary such as u[k]“F o e :.-l.qnh....._- Time
Hpemt h:.l.dmg alu jpcreased berween 1990 and 1997,

8.2 Main Leisure Activities 1992 & 1997
overoge minules par day, by lype of ockity
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Television Viewing Throughout the Day

As already noted, watching television absorbs 3 major pan of the lasure time of Australians
and the penetration of television sets into Australian hormes bs virually towl The marke
research company AC Mielsen repored in 2000 that in both regional and metropalitan
arcas, | 009 of homes had at least one television and B8% had ar least one VOR (video
cawerte recorder). Around 60% ol hames have more than one televisien and around
23% have more than one YCR.

The Niclsen arganisation mainesing 3 continuing coverage of TV viewing behaviour
throughou Auscralia with ‘people meters’ installed in 5 sample of 3600 howseholds. This
is claimed 1o be representative of the & million houscholds and almost 19 million people
in Australia, It is abw claimed w be more sccurate than the diary-based method of
estinnating viewing time used by the ABS {aa for Figure 8.2) 1o collect the figures reporeed
above. This is reflected in a larger average viewing time per day (over 3 hours compared
with the 2.5 hours reported by the ABS). The statisticed that ful]uw aie derived from ihe
Nichen wampling,

*  (On average, about a third of people are viewing televisson between the howns of
fpm and midnight throughous the vear.

o The most popular viewing hours are between 7pm anid Tpm, when the average
audicnee in close to 42% of the popalation (Figure 8.3). Viewing tmes have shown
a viend towards the later houn of the evening,

o Sunday i the mow popular day for TV viewing. followed by Monday.

8.3 TV Viewing Throughout the Day 1994-2000
pai cant of populofion woiching elevision
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Pay TV Penetration

The propormon of houscholds that subscribe 10 Pay TV chanoels increased almos four-
fold berween 1996 and 2000. Brisbane has the highest proportion of houscholds with
Pay TV (23.8%), doscly foliowed by Svdney (23.1%). By comparison, Perth has only
10.5% of houschalds subscribing o My TV

It might be expected that the increasing prosence of Pay TV in househalds would be
accompanied by an lncrease in the amount of time spent warching TV cach day, However,
daily average vkewing riies have not increased sgnificantly in the last decade. This suggesns
thar people are warching Pay TV instesd of, rather than in addivion w, the frec-to-air
channehe Among children and young adulis, however, there has been a shight decrrease in
daily viewing times from 1991 1o 200, in mevropolican ars a beast, When exrapolated
o weekdy times, children in 2000 watched 1.5 hours lew television cich week than
children in 1991, while young adults warched 3.5 houwrs less.

Daily Averoge Viewing Times (minutes|
Mesrapedian Regcnol

1961 2000 000
Tolenl Pecyple [ L= | 209
Children 5-12 159 Taé 152
Toaen 1317 I 15% 1460
Pecple 1824 164 135 1dé
Peopls 7539 191 195 219
Poogle 4054 182 198 210
Pecple 55+ T 258 75

8.4 Pay TV Penelration 19946-2000
par cont of housshalds with Pay TV
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Cinema Admissions
Figure 8.6 shows that cinema atiendances have increased every year from 1976 o 2000,
almarst ervpling over that period. Bum office figune reached 704 million dollars in 1999—
a 2% incresse on the previous vear

There were 82 mullion visirs so cinemas in 2000, When averaged across the population,

this bs equivalent w four visies per person in that yeae, In 1976, it was close vo half this
number,

8.6 Cinema Admissions 1976-2000
millkons of admissions sach year
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Cinema Screens and Theatres

Diespire predictions that the cinema would not recover from the challenge of TV and
viden, the film industry has maore than held its own in compertition with both in recens
years, This is reflected in the number of screens svailable and. more significantly, in
atiendances.

There has been a trend in recent years towards multi-screen cinema complexes.

Comequently, the increase in the number of scroems has not been matched by an increase
m the number of separate buildings (theatres) housing the screens.

In 1980, there was approimately one cinema screen per 15,000 population, n 2000,
the number of screens had increased more than the population, with approsimately one
cinema screen per 10000 population.

Fiiati bt

3388888885

8.7 Cinemas 1980-2000
number of screens and number of theatres
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Australion Films

Figure 8.8 shows the proportian of filns thown that were Australian, and the proportion
of box office carnings made by these films.

The saccess of Australian films a1 the Awstralian box office fhucruated wildly over the
period from 1977 to 2000, with box office earnings gencrally being higher when the
number of Ausralian films was greater. The highest peaks in box office camings occurred
in the 1980s. This decade saw the release of several Ausrralian flms thar were highly
successful both in Awseralia and internationally, most notably the Craonedrie Disder movies
and The Man Frum Snowry River movies.
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sate of the Julian s

Adults’ Participation in Organised Sport

The importance of spon in the Australian way of life and a8 an dement of natsonal well
being necds o ernphiasie. The Auseralian Bureaw of Satieios conducred a series of surveys
starting in |93/ 1o estimare how many people were involved in sparte The conment
ol this sy thh'_:'qﬁl ity the 17719 survey 1o incluode boeh t‘ll'F.'li‘.:'m-‘l CERmpCT Il

andd non-organised sporms such as hshing and golf, wheress the carlier surveys reporned
only srmanived spor

Figure 8. shows the proporisn of adult males and females who participated in an
arganied apor Brodn 1PN g 20000 Aroand one diled of mien anil ane uartor ol wormen
g Iil.lll'l.. uy an 11IFJIII‘|-I.".I ST An M0, The inclusion of non oA el & pr I'ftll__!.'.r

total participation to 55,

Because the senie coven only @ shon tme peniod, it s dibhculi vo discern any trend
Ie appeury thay male paricipation in organised spaor has shavwn lintbe I-|IJ'II-|'_L- g that

{emnale rFtICEpaiiia has declined -.ll|:1||l|-..

8.9 Adults' Participation in
Organised Sport 1996-2000

par canl of man and women aged 18 years ar more
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Top 10 Organised and Non-Organised Sports for Adults

Fignares 8.10u and B.10b show the ten organsed and non-organised sport thar have the

highest participation rates, Non-unganiscd sports have parvicipation rares iwo o three
rimies higher than organised sports.

Examination of the masr popular organised and non-organised spars for adults reveals
several common activities. Uolf, serobicuTieness and tennds appear in both the top 10
organised sports and the 1op e non-organised spores. Both lises are dominated by
activities that can be done individually, with wam sports falling at the lower end of the
list of onganised sports.

B8.10a h 10 Organised Sports for
Adules 15992000
it ol playery und pes co o goka oged 1B g o s
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Children’s Participation in S5port, Cultural and Leisure Activities

In 200W], for the frst time. the Australian Burcau of Saavsocs conducied a survey of
.,.|1|||.||-.'ln i‘IJ.rTILII'hIIII:IIH LU Wl i tilraaral md 1-.‘L'-|.1r|: BTV | If.ﬂ.‘i‘ B.11 dlostrases

FI: I Il.'l'.ll ’li I1|.II"F_'| .

Boys were more likely w pamicipae in physical acovites, whether sport o other
sitivithes such as |!|L|.'-rl||l|1|.1, than weee girli. Bows alse were muwe likely 1o ;'I-I-'I- eleciminic
ar compister gamas. Girls, however, had higher rates of parmsciparion than bovs in culroral

ECTIVAERES, W II a% |I-rr||u||1|n|: aArts; an 'ﬁ'l” a2k HIR Jl1d Lr.ll-[.

e survey abso found thar participation in ogamsed sporting and cultural acinvicies
was higher among alder children—61% of children aged 5-8, 77% of children aged
%11, and 73% of children aged 12-14 participated in an oopanised sporn or cultiaral

BEELVILY,

8.11 Children's Participation in Sport,
Cultural and Leisure Activities 2000
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Top 10 Organised Sports for Children

The sports faveunad by children (and their parcnn) resemble those favoured by adules,
bt ream sports festure more prominentdy. Two notable inchsions in the top 10 onganied
aports for children, which do ot appear in the top 10 organised sports for aduls, are
wwimming and soccer. Swimming has by far the highes participation rates for childen
s un organised sport, and the popalarity of this sctivity appears to carry over 1o adulthood
o 4 non-organised acrdty, Soccers high parmicipation mates among children might be
anributed 1o parents booking for s non-contaa, wier foothall code than the rugby codes.

B.12Top 10 Sports for Children 2000
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Researchers Engaged in Research and Development

The United MNations' Educational, Scientific and Culiural Organsanon (UNESCLY)
publishes cach vear 3 Stansecad Yearbook, with informanion about education, science and
rechnology and communication in many nations. This informarion inchudes data an
resesrch and development penonne and rl;p-rndjfurt in Austrealia. The most recein
Suarircal Yearbook, published in 2000, contains data up o 1996

I'IF“.I[' 0,1 shows thar there has been an PN ng number of rescarchen thu‘l if
rscarch and development in the period 198 10 1996, UNESCO defines nescarchets
invobed in escarch and development s 'Flll.llmllln.l.h |.‘J1|1.I|.',|.1} in the conception o
creation of new knowledge, products, procoses, methods and sysrems. and i planning
anial muLRAgCT R af mezrch anad n;ln't'lu-]mu.'nl projects h

B 19900, thene were almust thice times as many reseanchers invohved in revearch and
development per | ML population than in FGE

9.1 Researchers Engaged in Research
and Development 1968-1996
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Expenditure on Research and Development

Figures 9. 23 and 9.2b show that expenditure on research and development also increased
significantly between 1968 and 1996, both as per capita expenditure (in constant dollacs)
and as g proporton of Gros Navonal Product

An imporiant development has been the increasing contribunion of privare funding
to research and development, Fallure 1o tke this into sccount gives the impression thas
I-'IPI‘-'I'IIJ-IIILI'E on rescarch and 1.'-:'1'1;':|1prrnrn|; did not increase u'puﬁl.l:nﬂr. From 1968 1o
the carly |98k, governments provided almost 70% of rescarch and development hunding,
Thereafter, the relanve conmbution of private (busines) Tuneding increased, and in 1996
it wins almiosr equivalent to government funding,

9.70 Souree of Expenditure on Ressorch
ond Developmant 1968-19%94
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Arrivals and Departures of Skilled Workers

Concerms about o brain deain’—the movement of highly skilled and qualified Ausralian
citizens to other countries—u widespread. Immigration figures, however. do not support
thus helict. Figuire 9.3 shows the net effect of ihe movement of skilled workers bn and out
of Ausrralia from 1995/96 w 1999/ 2000,

Although more Australian citisens closified s skilled workers beft the coumry than
arriverd, 4 large number of new sewtlers classified as skilled workers arrived in Australia
andl more long-term visitons to Australia armved m the counery than keft. The ner effece
was positve—Ausitalia pained more shilled workers than bt loar.

lmmigrachon classifications provide limbted infoomation, however, and there is &

question of quality. Tt is powible that first-clas dilled persons lesving Australia are being
replaced with persons af somewhat lewer abiliry

9.3 Arrivals and Departures of
Skilled Workers 1996-2000
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Books Published

The UNESCO Starrctwcal Fearboods contain informanon about publishing of books and
the carculation of newspapers. Diara on the sumbser of titles published comes from the

bibliographic records of the National Library, as it receives a copy of all books published
w Ausirala

Figgure 9.4 shows that an incressing number of tides have been published in Awstralia
aver the period 1968 o 1996, This does not represent the number of copies published,
bt rather the number of different boola published.

9.4 Books Published 1950-1994
number of tites published annually
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Daily Newspapers
Average circulation of daily acwspapens selative m the population decreased from. 1908
w 1996, although rotal cuculstion went up. In 1968, more than 40% of the population
reaid a daily newspaper, compared with juse under 30% in 2000,

The reasons for the dechine are not obwom. Tr i possible chat the intermnet i a
commibunng facior.
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Homes with Computers

The largest and fastent growing group of owners of home compaters is couples with
children. Figure 9.6 shows that beiween 1998 and 2000, the number of couple familics
with children who had & computer a8 home increased from owo thirds 1o three quanen
of wuch familics. The group least likely 1w have 2 computer 3t home is single persons.

Ihe higher prevalence of computers in houscholds with children reflects the growing
||1sirl.:|r.|.=|n.r.'uf coffipuber skills for ¢ mphwmulqr and thic l-l..l.‘lT‘.H:\:ELI.I.'rI.I: r_-_|:|:|:|_-||_-|._|,|.j-1. 0 SOt
lineracy in schools. It s also an indicator of the increasing sffordability of computens and
hasic sodrware.

9.6 Homes with Computers 1998-2000
per canl of households in sach colegory
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Homes with Internet Access

Figure 2.7 shows that the proporton of houscholds with internet scoem at botne doubled
berween 1998 and 2000, for cach family rvpe. As for compurers, couples with children
are maont likely 1o have internet scoess ot home. while single penans are least Likely

Unlile most fores of media, the content of the wirrdd-wide web—1he nerwork of
telephone lines, computers and intemer servers and subseribers—is aot subject 1o
censorship. although that question bs currently under consideration by the Federal
Government, However, parents concerned that cheir children may be exposed
rapproptiate. ulicn seaually explicin, material can purchase sofrware that acn as 2 soeening
device to blick the viewing of internet sites thar have heen so identified.

9.7 Homes with Internet Access 1998-2000
per cent of hausshalds in soch calegory
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Labour Force Participation

Ausaralian labour participation rates (working full-time, part-nme or looking for work)
for men have been falling, mainly bocause men have been staying longer in education,
This has been more than offset by the rising work participation of women (figure 10.1).

Asssralian women's participstion in the labour force, although higher than 20 vean
agor, is still ower at just over 50% than in some acher industrial counmmes sach as Sweden,
where in is over T5%,

Perhaps surprisingly. there b now linke difference berwern the work pamicipation
rates of marned and unmarried women.

10.1 Lobour Force Participation 1964-2000
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Part-time Employment

Maore men and women have been choosing part-time employment. The part-time
prrORIrTicen of thr labsour force has increased froes an average for men and women of 7%
i 1965 1o 26% of the emploved labowr focce in 19992000

Mare than 70% of pars-time workers sre women and almost 49% of employed women
work parr-time. Most men and women who work part-time choose 1o do s, though
aboat a thind (including mamed women) would prefor o work longer (nor necesarily
Full-time) howrs. Studving and caring for children are the principal, though not the anly.
reunotns for working part-time.

per conl

10.2 Paort-time Employment 1965-2000
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Trade Union Membership

Dieclining, trade union membership is 3 worldwide phenomenon, reflecting changing
indusnial and occupanonal sructures and hence changing industrial relanons. Human
capital (education, training and work experience) hus become the principal deserminant
of lifetime employment, earmings and sset accumularion for a tising proportion of worken
who have therefore bost interest in trade union action with s group, rather than individual,
approach 10 working condithons and carnings

Most jobs are not as physically oncrous as they used 10 be. Many ol the working
condithons thar rrade uniom wruggled hard 1o schicve have become acceped as a noom.
The organistion of wark has been transformed, with moa firms realising char concern
o the well bring of their employess, particularly on the job, is esseatial for proficable
operations. Trade unionism in the privae secior s reflecting these trends. In the public
sector, however, our of dae managemens pracnices and regularions have preserved
UTHIERTLERTY,

10.3 Trade Union Membership 1966-2000°
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Working Hours

Same worken are making new chowces abour the lengrh of thar working hours, trading
olf work and lesure and work and income. Two trends are discernible. For some emplovees
the 40 hourweek has become o mammum, with 35 b |.1-nn.|; repsa ridedd as g Fuldl u::urtln,_'
wrek—as the 5 day week 15 shorrened, shift wodkers condense the working week inio bes
than 40 howry and workers become entitled (o monthly fexd-dove. Ar the other end of
the spectrum, some emplovees and self-emploved men and women work long boun 1o
It gheis L T hecaus: ihey want o pursue professional and I-'I'llr'-'.pfl-11'~'l-ll1-l|

interests. There has been Fetde change in the aw rap b worked.

Increased letsure v an important component of rising IW”"F wviamidards for wome
workers Enjoving work snd the w.-rLlllnd res thie purinie of '.-.|.|--.1|||.||.||1!1 wik Fod berswit

rewurds others

10.4 Average Weekly Hours Worked 1970-2000
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Average Weekly Earnings in Constant Prices

Average weekly carmnings ros from the mid- 1970s, peaking in the mid- 1980s. They then
fell wo the end of the 1980 during the Accord berween the Labor Government and the
wrade unions. During this period. however, industry superannuation schemes were
introduced at the emploven’ cxpense. Dieapite increasing conributiom 1o sperannuation,
wages began o rise dighily with the recovery from the 1991 recomion. and the rise
sccelerared in the second hall of the 1990s wogerher with 4 fall in unemployment.

The difficulties of unskilled workers, compared with the high wages and salaries paid
by capital aml rechnology intensive firma, have bed 1o feam that the income gap wa
wideming, Poter Saunden, “Houschold Income and lis Distnbunion , in the 20070 Vearfuoed
af Aurrraslia (ABS Car. 1 301.0), hawever, found very minor changes in the diseribution of
the weekly income of wage and salary carnen berween 1986 and 199798, with enly a
slight increase in inequality. Given the wide differences smong the pay of unskilled and
highly skilled and profosional ind managenal employess, this is surprising.

Since the waroduction of equal pay in Ausiralia. the gap berween men and women's
averapge weekly carnings has dechined. Avorralia has one of the lowese gender earning gaps
in the wordd. Full-time female emplovess camings were, nevertheles, still only 81% of
fulbaime male carnings. In pan this & because more women than men miermupe cheir
wurk expericnce and carcens to nurnare children, but it is alw because women have only
relatively recently obiained sccew 1o senior jobe It is wking rime for the increasing
propaortins of women in senior professional and managerlal jobs ro be reflecred in average
carnings. Part-time female ermployess carned miore than pan-time male employees

10.5 Averoge Weekly Earnings in Constant Prices
1981-2000
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Unemployment

With the growth of the cconomy, unemploymen: rates in Australia have been reduced in
recent years, but they remain high, reflecting the lack of competitivencs of the economy
that is abw indicated by relatively bow export to GIDP ratios and the low value of the
Australian dollar (Fagure 11.6).

Figure 10,6 shows unemployment razes from 1907 to 2000, These cover thase in the
labour force who are looking for work. This is the widely used Intemational Labsour
Office’s definition of unemployment, but it doos not include those only marginally
atmached o the labour force who are looking for work and those who have dropped o
of the labour force and become dependent on disabled, single parent, or other pensions.

Thes twi proups add anodher two o three perentage point o the unemploymein
level,

Unenployment fell w berween 1% and 3% from 1943 0 1973, but retumed o

urucceptably high levels of unemployment between 7% and 10% in the 19808 and
115K,

The proportion of unemployed who have been unemployed for 52 weeks or more
has nearly doubled in the pas 20 years from 16% in 1970 1 29% in 1 999- 2000, creating
seriotis cause for convern with the emergence of permanently unemploved workers.

10.6 1907-2000
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Unemployment by Age

About 250,000 young people sged 15-24 were looking for work in 19992000, The
numbers fall off sharply after 19 years of age. with 142,000 of those aged 15-19 and
109,000 of those aged 20.24 looking for work. Towal youth unemployment is
underestimated by the cxcluion of those only marginally anached 1o the Labour force
and by those who have dropped our of the labour force 1o acoes disability and other
pensions. Only 16,000 of these looking for wiork are stiending school/terizry education
institurions full-time—char is, seeking to work their way chrough schoal or collepe—bur
o 400 are only looking for pan-me work, suggesting thar they seck to combine work
and sty

Finding a job after the age of 55 s difficulr, parmculary for unskilled workers and
thise who hive become inflexible during their working years, The aumbers in this age
group sccking full- and parn-ume work, however, only numbered abour 44,000 in 1999
2000, The numbers marginally stached w0 the labour force and these who have dropped
out are, of conrse, likely to be higher for this age group than for younger peaple.

Most unemployed persons (367,000 were aged 25 1o 54, Only 18%, mamnly women,
were lovking for pan -time work. Total unemployment for the 25 10 54 yean group
b understated by the exclusion of those only marginally stmched wo the libour fore
and those who have dropped our of the laboar force.

10.7 by Age 1980-2000
per cent of leree looking for hull time work
{1519 & 20.24 yeor olds not in full time education)
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Poverty and Welfare

Moat Australians conseder that in 2 nch couniry such 25 theim, poverty s intolerable
I'here has thus boen bipartnan suppon for 3 salery ner of wellare paymenn for those
whiy are dlimabled ul1rll|p|l-='|*r|j o ot herwine disadvantapged. Children have been of
FI‘.IHh.I..I.IJI‘ concern. Aa o reull. welfare paviTEnD {diabbed, |.|.n-u|1'|1_'|iul'|.-n._| :.u_lg];:' e,
ﬂL‘l IHI.. ]nd (a4 I1r| r‘l."l'l't”ll‘l.. J|I|1 “'«I.I'l"l-fml'lltlr\' -.'I'l']ll. hllﬂ‘h'ﬂ“ .|.'|l'|d ﬂlh:’r P‘J'. r:“:n['ql I'|"!'I:
been raised mo the level of the Hendersm Poverry Ling, widely regardead a8 a level of
income below which households, particulardy wich childeen, should moe fall

Further BLIpHpOrT [T |'|u|r||.e i poverty s prov pibedd by aiseme JOLDMMD g 11 DO
community socisl wellare organistions char employ abour 100,000 chanioy wockers amd
many more voluntoers. Maore than half the income of the wsaal welfare organisationy s
cesniributed by EORETTITIETIS {lewdustry Commissiin, Cartally '!'J‘r:[urr:u.rm:rl 1 Ameeraies,
155,

Wohile a safery ner s widely 11:|qJI|J-t~|.| as psseneni] by ohe Avseralian communiny, the
benefits are nor wnallived. Continoed dependonce on welkare i debilitating 1o the
FECIPENLY Fhere s theretore i rI'.J.Il.IIF comeeen with |.'I1J|‘!||I.|'|l'_‘| wrllure FECIfHENLY T famid
paba, The introduction of ‘mutual obhligation’ (by workers, governments and emplovers)
socks to address this problem

10.8 Poverty and Welfare 2000
Hendenan poverty line and
maximum wellors payment, dollon per wesk
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Income Distribution

There s

t that income distnburion became more equal in Auseralia

agrecmen
berween 1915 and 1969, with much of the rise i cquality raking place afber the Great
Diepression of the cardy 1930s, anid that there was & further modest rise in equality berween
1969 and 1981. Views abour trends in the 1980w and 1990s differ, although it s abo
widely aggreed thar the incomes of the rwo lowest deciles rose in absolute terms (natably
for children in those deciles) as did those of the highest rwo deciles. This hus led some
observers 10 conclude that ‘the middle’ has been squeczed,

Incomie disiribution per a docs not have any guidance for policy. Absoluely equal
income disiribution, the same proportion of income for cach decile of the population.
has proved o be o wotally unrealistic concepr. An equal distribution of income would
wake no acconnt of imdivideal pﬂ&n!n:uﬁu worerbe andd Hiun.ufﬂiﬁﬂmtm&:;uﬂ
spending parterns ar different ages, of the development of individual capacties and of
the need fur incentives to employens and entroprencun.

Figure 10,9 does nor inchade income from the hlack” ccanomy, which i estimared 1

be 15% of GIDP The nclusion of such mcoome would rabse the shares of the kower deciles
by & greaver mangin than other deciles, making income disinbution sppreciably more

evqueal

pet caml

10.9 Income Distribution 1990-1998
per cent of OECD equivolent disposoble income received by individuals
in bottom 10%, middle 20% and tep 10%
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Preface

Economic performance, measured by national productivity and ourput, underping the
possibilities of social and culrural life and profoundly influences the opportunicies for
individual well being. The 20th century showed that the cconomies that best meet the
needs of their citizens are thoss in which producrive capacity is overwhelmingly privately
owned and operaves within a competitive environment and 3 system of government
bhased upon the imegrity of inscimutions, the rale of bow and equality before the Law,
Alchough the Australian economy remain quite regulated, notably in induserial relations,
i comparson with many other industrial counmnes, commomic refornm since the 19806
have opened up the sconomy 1o imternational competition and some enterprises and
utiliries thar were farmerly government operied have been privatised.

Inv the 19905, the re-establishnsent of moneary siabilicy and low inflation became
prioritics. From the middle of the decade government budgers were balanced. Some
arrempt has been made 1o make labour markets more Aexible and the s system mone
eqquitable and efficient. The resulu of these changes are becoming evident in a challenging
bur mnre stable and pradiciable environmendt for enterpeise. and in increasing producrivity
and matsonal wealth.

Wielfare has not been neglecrad, albeir an very high cost w raxpayers and, paradosically,
t thase who become dependent on it. Unemployment, which is closcly cormelated with
poverty, s still unnecessarily and unsceepeably high. Ir remains the principal couse of
kmhﬂ:n;lumhr:hund:hmﬁmrﬂh'lhqmﬂlﬂdummkpmutm.ﬂuﬂnﬁlhﬂ
very conssderable natural advantages and an able population, but is pace of reform i
still lagging behind indusirial country leaders. To keep abreast of international
developmens, Australia has to reform it economy fastee. Much nemains so be done.
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Gross Domestic Product per Capita

A hundred years ago. Australiah per capita icome was the highest in the world [eoperher
with Argentina). Fifry years ago, Ausrabia ranked third. From the | 9604, however, ocher
industrial countrics, natably Japan, overiook Australian productivity and per capita
income. Diespite the acceleraton in productivity and growth in the 1990s, Figure 11.1
shows that Australia soill only ranked 10ch in the world in 1999 in purchasing power
parity terms. (Australia was ranked 2eh a1 official exchange mis compared w 19t in

1997).
Liross Domentic Product (GDW) s the measure (a1 marker prices) of the ol
prndi.r:li-unul'pudimd sETVices in a vear.

The comparisan in purchasing power pariry (FPP) reflects how muoch a given produc
or service would cost in cach country in a given unit of currency, The US dollar is msed
for convenience. PP is 2 better indication of countnies” relarive sconomic performance
than comparnisons s official exchange raves, which can create distortions when overvalued
or undervalued currencics are ued.

11.1 Gross Domestic Product per Capita
1972-2000
1 P98-29 consionl prices
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Gross Domestic Product by Industry
The share of output contribured by the princpal secton changed markedly berween

1975 and 2000, Service indusiries have become more importani. rising 1o
44 % of GDP in this period. The growth in GDP shown in Figure 11.2 has this been
largely fuelled by service induserics. The share of manufactuning. in keeping with
wordwide tends, dropped s consumprion pacterns changed with rising Incomies.
Education, health, leisare and enterrainment have become lage items of houschold
consumpiion. The share of rural indusirics alw declined. Bur although the shares of
raral and manufacruning industies have fallen, their output continued 1w rise, with
tncreasing, supplies o domestic markes and exporn

In terims of wealth created, there i no differenee in value added between, iy,
manubacruring and services. Increasing domese processing of rural products or minerals,
b example. only increases real nathonal income o it rakes place a1 inernarionally
competitive costs. I ‘value adding’ has 1o be subsidised o compese in mternacional
markets, it wall reduce rather than increase Australia’s national income.

11.2 Gross Domestic Product by Industry

1975 to 2000
gross volue odded, 1 998-99 congsont prices
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Employment by Industry

Services have become the dominant source of employment for the growang lshowur force,
parmiculary for the niing number of women in the workforce (| igure 10.1), many of
whom at same point in their lives desire to work par-time 1o combine nurturing children

with jobu

Most jobs requiring low skills are now concentrared in service induseries. although
even these have increasing skill conents. Moar sequire computer literacy. The ‘arnkilled”
category of employment is thus disappearing and semi-skilled occuparions are making
increasing learning demands on workers

Many new technology intenstve opportunine have been opened throughout the
econiimy, The managerial, adminisirative and profesional caregory of workemn inciessed
trum 17% of the labour force in 1966 ro 36% in 2000

11.3a Employmaent by Industry 1966
i 2ot of el smployses
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Australian Multinationals Abroad and
Foreign Multinationals in Australic

lnvestment by multinatsonals in Australia (direc forcign investment) i a matrer of policy
cosncern, just as investmient by Auseralian multinationals in other countres is of concern
te them. Flows of investment among countrics have been very beneficial in rapadiy
spreading new products and technologies, and hence high producriviey, imernanonally.
Coumtries huvve to shape their econcemic envinonment 1o ensure thar multinsoonals beha
like other responsible corporations. Many countries, including Australia. also have ypecial
regulations for forclgn investiment b such senstirve ancas a8 the media and natral moucs
s that governments can ensure complisnce with national palicies.

Fifty yean ago, over 70% of investment by mubinationals in Australia was British. In
1995 the United States was the dominant invesor, The share of foresgn multinationaly
in tval Ausrralian ivestment s, however, small.

Since Australia markedly reduced subsidies vo i manufscrunng indusirics by lowenng
varifis, multanionals have had o face wiff comperition in Australia from local firms,
which have become more entreprencurial. New Awaralisn multinanional have grown
and are will growing in mining, medical produces, rransporr, dhopping centres, rravel,
film dimniburion, snd orher servioes, More than 40% of Australuan invesiment abroad
goes 1o the United Stares.

If Australia were o be o open o forclgn Investmens. it would be open 10 other
countries to retaliare, so that Ausrralian multinationshs could be hampered in their own
BCLIVIThES DVerseis,

11.4 Australian Multinationals Abrood and
Foreign Multinationals in Australia 1950-2001
diract Invastmant jmilikons]

Aussrmliom direct Fratmagm dhruct Ircmms o Agmlan  Epmifonces on loege
sivmibman obrood  sesdmant in Aamoho  direct invesmant otioad descl invastmand in
Ayurgis
Imiflan Frmllinn frficm Brifliinn
1940 &1 o
a0 Nz 17iA 17 230
19 534 3175 &5 =05
L o) 4730 2.1 534 7089
1990 1% 484 P07 .54 5388
MO 130,318 0307 R.add 3, had
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inflation
Inflation results in 4 general rise in the price of goods and services. As prices increase, the
value of wages, salaries and pensions dinnishes, Pressures build w maintain real incomes,
with wages and salaries chasing prices

Inflation undermines savings and diseorts investment decisions. It exacerbares
UNCEFERInGY [MHI[“FMIIHMM as in osther aspects of fife), so chat it

hinders economic growth. It i 3 ‘ax’ on those with low incomes, particularly on groups
such as personers and social security recipients whose incomes are relatively inflexible.

Australis did not control inflation well in the 1980, but with improved monerary
and fiscal policies now has one of the best inflation records in the world, Bringing inflation
under control has been impartant for the sceeleration of growth in recent years.

11.5 Inflation in Leading High Income Countries
awarage annual percentage changs in the conimer phce ndes

198090 1vvaee
Limibwed Shatws 4.2 .7
Switzerlond i9 1.7
Densnark 55 20
Conodo 53 17
Berigrum a2 20
by CN 30
LIELE 3.2 24
Matharlands 0 24
Ausshalio 79 10

Fouwes:  Whoild Bomb, Workl Developewnt Inclicmion 2001,
Winhingios D
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Exchange Rotes

The Avstraluen dallar has fallen in value in comparison with other princypsl currencies
despite the growth of productiviey, ourput and low inflation. This has been very beneficial
for exporrers and it has been helpful 1w domesic producens compering with imporn
Tourism has benefited, though the low value of the Australian dollar has been annoying
for Australians wishing 1o travel abrosd, Domestic mouriom his been encouraged

Views sbour the reasom for the low value of the Auwarslian dollar vary. Some

commentsnes regard it smply 2 3 converse of the high valuston of the United Seares
dollar. This docs not explain why the Australian dollar has also depreciated 1o some
extent in terms of the pound sterling and sceply n serm of the yen. Ovherns relare the
decline in the value of the Australian dolflar ro the vaganies of international capial markeis
thar prefee the powerful United Seates economy. A furcher explanation o tha Australian
reforms have not gone G enough, so thar while the growd of productiviy las sccelerared,
it has oot risen alficiently to offier remuining high costs imposed by inefficient public
sectors, by rarff-protecred manufscrunng and, partcularly, by inflexible lshour marken
{see Figure 1220,

SUS, $NT. Pounds Steriing per SA

1 1.6 Exchange Rates 1969-2001
units of foteign currency per Auaralion dollor
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Exports and Imports of Goods ond Services

Australia exports 1o be able 1o import high quality goods and services from the test of the
world thar it does not produce coompetitively.

Avrralias ewporn sre dominared by minerals and mewls, and rrsl jot wnilh arad serviccs
trowrism and education), Exporis have rsen since the mid- 19805 (when they were anly
absorat 15% off G with the increased productivity and competitiveness of the Auseralian
cconomyy and the bow value of the Australian dollar, bur they were il only 2006 of GDT
e (9200, [hus i enill lovwr For g small codimeey such aa Aussralia, FUggests thas
Australia is still not sufficienidy comperitive in internarional markews. A ratio of 309 of
expanris o s LV woould be moee |.|:lh1|ut.l!'l|r 1o other cogrtmnes wirh |14:'||,1-||:I,||i||:||. ol 15 1o
25 milllen and woubd be maore comionable for the Austrulian coonomy.,

11.7a Exports of Goods and Services
1981/82 & 1999/ 2000
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11.Ba Marchondise Eaports by Country of Deatination
19a9 /90 & 1999/ 2000

P o BTy

il S ey — — i - [
- —

g s @1 g

11.8b Wﬂiﬁhwﬂw
11.“!“!.1“““

P il spguarts

L.

il l.l--h--ll-l— ._q,_......__._,. e
- —

e g 1T
LA T e Ansgtraingn [oomaes Ippiia b [ g 135008

159



The Cearra fos Tndependen: Studies

140

Trends in the Rural Economy

Whike the voral arca farmed in Australia has remained unchanged since the 1950x, the
nutmber of farms has dropped sieeply. In recemt years rwo trends have becornie evident.
To continue 10 compete internationally. eradivional Auseralian farms huve become capiral
and sechnology intensive 1w exploin economies of scale and increase productivity, The
size of these Farm has increased and their number has declined. At the same rime, there
has been coniderable farm divensification, mainly in arcas chose 1o cities and wowna, with
relatively small scale intensive farming for vach crops us grapes. fruir and vegerahles and
for such animals as deer and goars. Musch of this fam varpur is processed and exporeed.
Employment in farming. afier falling for decades, has comsequently increased slighady.

Both types of farms have become innevative, with compurerised record keeping and
cowt accounting becoming the norm. Farmen have to invest in commuosfity, interest and
exchange Furuses 1o avold being burns in export markens.

Changes in farming and more efficient transport have affecred rural arcas. Tosens thas
offer diverubied professional, shopping and education services and enterainmens are
thriving, Those that do nor, dedline. Some farmers and rural dwellen. like entrepreneun
and workers in other rapadly changing secroes, have had difficulties in sdjusting, Dairying
is the mast recent example of radical changes. Some have had o leave farming. Wieh the
wonl wocks created by the attenipt to exercise monopoly power in the highly competitive

fibre indusery finally sold and a rewurn ro higher prices for rural products, farmers whi
have succeeded in mastering new skills arc increasing their retums

11.%9 Agricultural Establishments and
Rural Emplayment 1961-2000
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Home Ownership

Ausrralia has one of the highest levels of home ownenhip in the world. Fygure 11.10
shovws that haone ml'n:'l‘lhi.p has been stable 31 nearly 70P% of ur.l..upi-n'! |]'I|I|'I.'||i1'lr.'|- "INCE
ihe 1D,

Hormie ownership provides o lange ssser that can be enjoved by families in evernday
life and mducos the cont ol sccommodatbon, |'nrtu:|.|.'.n'|::|r o &l rETifing frm ihe
Labsorar Fearwr wly have Fnrr]ﬂr II]I.‘I: alf thets ORI H s |ml‘h|.'h!'l|p ETHOUTIEEL
saving for these reasons and provides s messure of security when houschalds are faced by
dlness e unemplipment.

Chiv the negative side. hoasie values decling when serucniral change reduces employment
uppuortanitees, bor example in declining rownships or where 2 mine has come to the end
of its libe, making it very difficult 1o move 0o 3 new, thrivieg anca where beise values are

hagher.

11.10 Home Ownership 1947-1999
per cenl of peeupied dwellings by type of enancy
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Home Loan Interest Rates

Because 2 hagh propomion of Australians own or are purchasing their own homes (Figure
11,10, home loan mieresr payments are a very impormant component of houschold
COUmpHion.

Druning the years of high inflanion, home loan mrerest raees rose to very high levely, w
peak st an unprecedented 1 7% in 1989 on the eve of the deepest recession Australia has
euperienced since Warld War 11, With the exceprion of 1995 and 1996, when home kan
interest rates again rose. thene has been o dowmward trend in che 19940, wath 2 rewrn o
bevels not expetienced since the cardy 1970s, For those buying their own hames, dhis has
mieant 3 subsmantial increase i income for other goods and services. New honie st
have been encouraged, stimulating the cconomy after the mild drop in activity thas
fallowed the boom created by the holding of the Olympic Games in Svdner and the rush
10 bear the introduction of the GST in 2000.

11.11 Home Loan Interest Rotes 1959-2001
banks' siondard varable rae
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Cost of Telephone Calls

I'he inrroduction of compention into telecommunications and the partial privatixaion
of Telsra has led 1o o seeady fall i the comr of local, long disance and internanonal
tedephaone calls simee 19T Hural as well 38 wrban subscnbers have henehied., The
comd o mobile calls bas aba been IJJIIHJ_F'

lelephone services, ds responses w Faules, have also improved. The improvenient has
hoen most marked in remote arcas, but services have abo improved in reeal and wrban

ATNTES

11.12 Cost of Telephone Calls 1997 -2000
index of chonge 1994/%7 =100
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Cost of Petroleum in Australia

Avstralian drivers were unhappy when petroleum prices 4t the pump roie in the carly
mmonths of 2001 Theer were demands oo reduce cxcise tave on |'Ii"||!'|1l-r.'ul'll [T Ilrll'.lgllllm'rl
price. hgulr 11,15, however, iows thar Auarralia has the thard Ehr.a-[u'l-l petail praces ol
petroleum in the world, with anly the United Seares and Canada having lower prices

I.t1||:|-F I'lrh..r";l (1} H.HII:.Ich Imuuﬂ' 'Ihi.' i'“."ll:ll‘.'“m IlﬂHI“LI:I:IE NI NERE =] ﬂ.infl- ‘hl'
Organisation of Panleum Exportng Couneries (CHFEC) s unable v implement cohesive
long term policies. Dissension frequently rends the carrel and from rime 1o time
mdependent petroboum producen outnde the carmel are abile ro itroduce comperitivenea
et petroleum market and w lower prices in the shon werm

The price of perrol 10 consumen is abo influenced by government podicies. Before
tax, Australis hay the lowen petroleum prices in the world. Like the United Seates and
Canada, Auneralia fallows a lagely market onented policy, with manon roughly in line
with other indirect tames. Mow European countnes, i contrast, e thicir pﬂu:l-rum
@aes (o rasre the price anlf pfmlll.um tny bewedy this CHCIRLTIRET CONSOrvatam arid stnrmalare
the supply of slternative renewable sources of enerngy, Norway, a petroleum expaorter, has
the highoa price of petroboums ameng industrial countries for envimnmental feasons
thar b, o COCBUIaEE CONSCTYation.

11.13 international Petrol Prices 1999
Unkscsded Gowndine Prices and Tomei, Third Cuoresr 1999
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Government Finances—Budger Monagement

In Australia, 2 in many ather indusrrial and developing countries, budges were markesd
by deficits during the 19805 and early 1990s with consequent high inflation, resulting in
severe costs to consumers and the economy overall. Fll.m:mpt:lkmh.lwthﬂcfnm
been focused on halancing the budger, snd even bringing it 1o surplus, before deciding
on priotitics for additional or new expenditares. Australia has become a leading fiscal
petformer.

Fiscal policy cannot merely be judged, however, by the exrent o which the budget i
balunced in the shon or even the mediom erm. The efficiency and equity of revenue
collections and of expendinires are key 1o ensaring thar fiscal policies fulfil the democratic
mandaies of vorers, bur avord budger blow-outs as 2 step in prudent fiscal management.
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Australion Government Expenditure

Gavernment expenditure has connmaed 1o grow in the 19900 Social secunity and welfare
are the main components of expenditure and they have been growang most rapadly.
Increasing welfare payment rates have offset expenditure reductions of falling
unemployment and measures (o eliminate social security chearing. Reducing welfare
np-mduum requires policies thar increase employment opporunicies, This will
smulaneously reduce welfare coses and increase tax collections and hete revenoe.,

Fxpenditures on health and educarion, the nexr two substantive items, have also
growwen but they are siill somenmes reganded as inadequate. The ksue s not simply one of
government spending, bui whether more of these secron can be accommodaed more
efficiently and equitably by privarivng greater access 1o education and health. Curvem
efforss w increase private enmolment in health imurance aim 1o make more Eouo
available for hospitals, nuning and other health services s Australins ageing population
maist be expected o place increasing prossure on health services.

Proposals for school vouchens and ax credits have been made w improve parenital
choice and school performance. Reform is particulardy angent in the weniary educarion
sector where the cenrral allocation of student places alliws inefficiency 1o Hourish.
Ensuring that universities compete for studens and expanding the Higher Education
Conmnbution Scheme have beon lagged as ways of expanding rertiary education equstably
withour excesive budger expendirures.

The budget sijueese has manly been felt in defence. To maintain its defence
preparcdnes, Ausrralia is likely 1o face a substantive overhang of sccumulaied replacement
noeds for equipment that o becoming rapidly out of date.

11.15 Governmeant Expanditure 1943-2000
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Commonwealth Taxation Revenue
Tax revenues as a percentage of GDP peaked after World War 11, fell during the 1950s,
bt then increased steadily ro cover increasing governmen spending uneil che lare 1980s,
despite budger deficins (Figure 11, 14], Indivadual income taaes bore the brunt of the
mmcreases, with company taxes fairly stable and indirect taes (ules mxes, ansoms and
excise) also Faarly steady o the mid-1980s when they began o decline, The imreduction
af the GST has halted this rend, 1o swome degree substisuting for income tase.

11.16 Commonwealth Taxation Revenue
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Personal Income Tax Rates

Auntralia’s

ve tan syatemn, commbined with the inflavionary condithms which
prevailed aneil the cardy 1990x, meant that as nominal (moncy) incomes rose o maech
Increasing prices, mpayers moved 10 higher s bracken (bracka creep'), reducing the
proportion of carnings in wage carmers’ hands. The incentive for addinonal work was
thus reduced ar relarively low levels of earninga. Some unskilled ‘working poor’ houscholds
pay relatively high taxes on low incomes. This siruation has only been panly offser by

receni fin changes,

The wp marginal personal income s rase fell from 60% in the 19805 m 47% | plus

Medicare levv) in 1990-91 and has since remained stable.

per can

11.17 Personal Income Tax Rates 1950-2000
marginal rate on overoge weekly sornings (make]

and maximom marginal roke
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‘Tax Freedom Day’
The incidence of rising taxation is bost llustrated by considering foc how many days and

months “average” income eamers have o work until they stant earning income for
themselves.

Figure 11,18 shows the rise of the income 1ax burden antil i neached 21 April in the
wear J0H,

e notion of the “Tax Freedom Day” masr, of course. be viewed with some caurian.
There is no “sverage’ taxpayer. Some houscholds and individuals have such low incomes
that they do noi pay tax o thar chey have met their taes on | January, while others wisrk
beyond 21 April o fullil thett mx oblgarion. The sansfacton of axpayen with how
Australisn grvernments spend their money i 2 major concern. Mevertheles, the conceps
illustrares the riving incadence of .

11.18 Tax Freedom Day' 1902-2000
day of the yeor when lolal notional tax bill has been paid
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Economic Freedom in Australia

The Fraser Instivure in Canada (and the Hoover Instiurion in the United Seanes) have
calculated indexes of coomomic frecdom o meaure worldwide hiberalisanon of laves and
regulations. Although carefully sscved by leading scholiars and using objective measures
{such as the bevel of wnffs and the share of government in GDP), the freedom indexes
are necessarily o some degree subjective. But they are compiled by cxpersenced analyin
and give a good idea of Avsrralias ranking in the freedom stakes

Figure 121 shows thar Ausrralia became maore regulated in thie 19705, w0 that it rank
dropped from Pth in the word to 17, Wich the reforms of the 19808 and | W58, as ihe
economy became less regulared, o |mr|11hni i lI:ilI'H!IIIE gy Grhy o the wordd in 999
{amd Tl im the Hisoves r:mh.mﬁl. Cowenrnes ai divergent i the Uit Staves and Sinpgapwire
and Hong Kong lead in the economic freedom rankings

The higher the column, the bevier urtainment of economic freedom—dhat i, the
more pervasive the sphere of private decisions, the betier the secuniy of property, the
more stable money, the berter the socess o international markers, the grearer the freedom
o weesehe, busy, wve and invest, and the simpler and more reliable the povernment regulation
of posnomic activity and it enforcement of the meoeswary mibes

12.1 Economic Freedom in Australia 1970-1999
ratings out of a theoreticol 10
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Economic Freedom in Australio by Sector

Figure 12.2 shows the cconomic freedom index numbens for Australia by econnmi
sector. Australia sands out in the legal srucrure and security of propenty nghrs. Mo
unexpectedly, it is by far the worst in the inflesibility of labour markets.

12.2 Economic Freedom in Australia by Sector 1999
e higher the ranking. the less free the sector

Sovrew Frome Inutnuse, Eoonomic Frasdom of the Waorld Anaual Repce 200/
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temmeoee 2001
Economic Freedom and per Capita Income

The sdvocares of liberalimtion argue that the reason for 2 more liberal environment
the schievernent of rapid growth and high per capita incomes so as 1o pur mare money
into people’s pockets, Reforms do have costs in the short run, bur thee can be minimised
b the carcful formulation of reform policies. In the medium and long rerm reforms
produce new jobs and higher incomes.

Figure 12.3 shows the unambiguous relationship between high cconamic freedom
and high per capita income, The least free counrries have the lowest per capita oot

12.3 Economic Freedom and per Capita Income
1998 per copiio income in purchasing power porifies
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Australian Aid to Other Countries

Frgure 12,4 shows that the level of Australian aid hias been fairly stable in the 19805, with
a new peak in 1999/ 2000,

Because s aware of i necessanly small influence in world affair, Australia has
toscused its amd both by countrics and in secrans o which it gives assistance. Most of the
hilareral aid. (which accounn fior show 60% of weal sid), goes o the Pacific lslands,
including Pupus New Guinea, where Australia has the grearest responsibility in
sternational terma. The East Asian neighbourhood is the uther principal destinason for
bilaseral aid,

Australid makes 4 substantal conmriburion o multilarersd development institutions,
notshly the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank, to be able 1o join with othes
comantries in grving aud effecively 1o large countnies such as India and China where direct
Australian aid can only be a drop in the bucker. By working through the development
banks Awsralia abo contributes 1w uther sreas where poor people are conceneraved. netably
Sub Saharan Africa.

Socul infrasruciure und services have roceived an increasing share of Australian aid
through the hilateral programme and as the development banks have moved into these
sreas. Emergency ssistance and supporr for productive capaciry, notably in agriculture,
has abs grom.

12.4 Australion Aid te Other Countries

1984-2000
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Global Growth Trends

Glohal growth raves vary considesably by region, and by countries within regions, although
there are some clear regional patterns. Wichin regions. and within large developing
countrics such as China and India. averages of per capita income are ot very informative
because of the extremes of poverry and wealth that continue 1o exim side by side.

East Asia and the Pastfic have led global growth since the 1980s The East Asian
countrics’ per capita income has rsen markedly compared o Industrial countries. The
relatively poor performance of Indonesia, the Philippines and Viernam, however,
offserting the rapid grosad of Hong Kong, Singapore, the Republic of Korea, Thailand
and Malaysia. Afver setuing its door o thie world ajar, l:hinl#rﬂ even mote rapudly than
the rest of the region, although i i widely believed than i real average annual per capura
growth was choser 1o 6 or 7% than the official claims of 10% repormed here, The economic
performance of the Pacific Blands was dbappointing, with minimal increases in per
AP INCoInE.

Although decolonisation daves back to the 19ch century in Latin Amenca. the segion
hadd persestentdy poor growih records for counine wirh ‘carching up’ opporunives. his
percentage of industrial counivies” income has remained watic since 1980,

The Middle East and North African counrries have also had medioore growth
performance despite ‘carching up’ opporunities. so that their percentage of industrial
coantrics’ per capits income also remained static. There were wide disparities i this
Foggian in per capita income and growth berween counities mich nl"dgch'-l. Fypt and
Muoroceo, and the petroleum rich countries

South Asia has improved s growth performance since the 1980s, s that despiie fis
still rapid pupuh:hnu growth l;ruulr.m; from past demographic profile), per capita
incomes are rising dightly in comparison 1o these of industral countries.

Clvil wnrese, wars und political disarruy accompanied by poor economic mansgement
affecied the Sub Sshuran Afncan countres so hadly char lhqpr*ﬁt]rdl.'rlrl}'. The
apparent AIDS epidemic has added subuamtially w these countries’ problems. The
perceniage of their per capita incomes 1w the indusiral countries’ has declined shighedy.

The sagnation of the Central European counries [the Crech Republic, Hungary.
Pisland. the Slovak Republic, Fatonia, Latvia und Lithuania) in the 1980s wus followsed
by an acceleration of growrh in the 1990, Per capits income reached abewar 3% of thay
of induserial countnes.

The GDP of the Fast Furopean and Cenral Asian countries {principally the Formser
USSR and vhe war-som Balkans) fell duriag the 19905, In 1999 their per capita income
wan only 200 of thar of indusirial countries.

Steady growth in the mature indusirial economies, anly dightly inerrupred by o
mmild recession in the cardy 19%0s, stimulated global growth by providing marker scoes
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and investment for developing countres, Markers and investment were parricalarly
imporant for the rapidly growang Fas Asian econmmies and China.

Global income ond Grawth Rates,
e m 999, and 1990-199
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