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uiserskhia woday i very diffenent from the Australia of 100 years ago, or 50 yeas

apo, of even 25 yeors ago Vel i & onol easy, even o professional social

o o grasp the magnitude and divection of changes in a wide range

of social, cubural and evonomic affairs. We know ol no siagle publication that gives

a relatively bl non-echnionl, soundly-hased, and sovessible panorama ol major

changes and the present state of key aspects of our soclety and eoonomy. Sule of the

Mation i intended 10 serve that purpose for social scientists, pobicy  makers

editorialits, teachers, poummaliseg business snd labogr leaders, politicans, the
general reader, and the axpayer.

Al no previous Time in our hisiory has it beon possible for such o Lirge
proapiortion of the popalation o communicate with cach other or @0 have dheap and
ready acoess 1o 3 wealth of information. The possibilities Tor informed discussion of
the piany mamees Wfeviing the well-being of the country have never been gieater. It
i therdfore surpasing how often the quality of public discussion and debaie faliers
through ignorance of well-csablished trends of misunderstanding of crcial social
and voonomic facts. This is partly due to the difficubty of gathenng the imformation
and putting it together in o revealing woy, This book has been writben with that need
in mind.

Al thset bveant of the pages whach fallow s an army of socual indsaton’, presented
mainly in graphs and other fgunes with an socompanying commentary, which
ilustrate and analyse the noture and degnee of changs in most of our major socgal
institutions. In many cases, the stnking chamoer of the changes, and their
melationships 10 each other, ory omt for explanaon. So, where 0 has scemed
appropaiate (o do so, some hypotheses are offered 1o suggest why trends in two o
more areas maght be conmocied. Bot, i the man, atiempts 51 detailed explanation
are eschewed because that is not e mam purpose of this ook, which is ather o
infioem thie rendler, to suggest the possihdity of relationships, snd (o provoke thioughl
abowl a wide range of msues and developments.

This book also represenis @ aseful resource and  reference compendnm of
permahent value 1o readers with diffening interests in social trends of many kinds In
imany respocts the book s unigue and, in several wress, usiquely comgeehensive. OF
special value i the bringing together, for the fiest tme inoa single volume, of sets of
social statistics that reach back over the century. These statistics are based upon the
data collated by the Australian Buresy of Statistics since Federation.  They are
hrought wgether bere 1o give o continoois pictare of the evolution of changes in
hehaviour by Australions, and their conscijuences for some other aspects of socety,
espocially for cime. For example, changes in reproductive and mantal behaviour,
such as carlier or later martage, doclisig emility and changing age stnicture of the



The Centre for feulependent Stuclies

population, have major implications for schooling. the welfare system, axation, and
the genesis of crime. Statitios in these ans can be seen, therefore, as suggesting
vonnections between changes i the arcas of behaviour concemed Soch an
spproach lays & fourddation for analysing the cwuses of social change thal Tojure
sttistics produced by the Australian Bureau of Statistics and others will funiver
iluminate and build upon Accordingly, the basis laid in this publication will
undoubtedly suppon any future work of 9 semitar kind thar might be undertaken by
the Centre for Independent Studies.

Social change s powerfully influenced by economic change, and vice vema
Although a relatively small propevtion of Stiane of the Mition i devoted 16 evonomic
statiatics, our ntention his been o svoid lechnical discussion and 10 concentrate on
those primary economic indicators which ane most ilheminating of major trends in
the Australian economy over the lasi 30 yesrs O so

A section of the book s devoted to 2 ‘snapshot” view of popular culture and the
arts. The Bureau of Statistics has recently establishied a unit 1o cover these ancas but
It has nod been possable 1o document rends over bong periods, But, as sffluence and
leisure have ncreased, and as the reach of the visual and elearonic media in
particular has extended and deepened, popular culture and entemainment figure
proemdnently in our daily livies and dherefore ustify incluskon in this vohame.

The matenal collecisd bere in easily dagested form has ansen from the Centne s
work i areas more intensively studied for other publications, and fram the Centre's
interest in the prosent state and future directions of eur keading social, cultural and
cconomic instinmions.  Undertanding the present depends 3 gresl deal upeon
knowledge of the immediate and more distant past, and we cannot think mtionally
abont the future unless we have a keen appreciation of the forces that have made
us whal we e ioday This book, it is hoped, will make & respeciabile comtribation
10 the wider and deeper appreciation of our present, some of it predicaments, and
their oot in the past. The reader who docs no more than scan the statistios and
tremls Wostrated in this book will be better equipped to think more oritically and
productively about Austrilian society and 10 ponder issues of public policy,

Barry Maley

FHrctor,
Taking Children Seviously research proprims
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THE SOCIAL FABRIC

his soition presents o ooniury of statistics on socisl wends in Australia on 4
bmasis. The dats are drawn almest exclusively from the statistieal

revord of Australisn demogruphy and enterprise begun in the late ninetecnth
century with T A Couhlan's A Startsticad A count of the Seve Coloriies of Ausiralasia
iwhich included New Zealand) and continued since Federition in the Year Bools of
the Australian Bureau of Statstics CARS), pubdished in most years from 1901 o the

present

The chaice ol indicatorn has been substantially determined by the possibility of
neporting long-term Wends fior the whole of Australia. Cnly ahen this critetion fas
meand that o factor of prme curment concem woubd have o e omifted entinely s a
shortei sefies, of one representing 4 single Stk mitheer than the wehole of Australia,
provided. Whete missing decades occour in the chants, or the serieh lerminates carly,
this s bevause the dats concerned disippesred from the Vear Bools at these
puncrures. The lengih of durntion of the data seres, 28 we survey a century of
Austsilian maticnal e, s of the essenoe of ther fascination. and of ther nstiuctive
value a8 we ask the gquestion, How are we fanng socially woday™
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People and Culture

Population Increase

Thioughout the century, Ausiralia has sought 1o increase s population. Australis
was 3 ‘small’ country at mid-century, bt in the lass fifty years the population has
grown o exceed that of many Buropean nations, over a penod when he
populstions of many Western natons hove remained steady or declined

In Figure 1.1, i can be seen that the Australinn populaton increased by a
facon oof five between 1894 and 1993, The growth mite was comparatively low and
steady from 1894 o 1943, when expansion by natuml increase was the favoured
policy and promotion of immigraton, from Greal Britain, was moderate and
intermittent. In the immediate post-Work] War 1 penod strategies for population
increase ihifted o immigraton, and populition increase dssumed @ steeper pradient,
which was sustained for the sucoeoding five decades

The birthrate figures for the same penod exhibit an oversll downwand prend,
Marked dips ocour in the recession of the fest decade of the century and the Great
Depression of the 1930s (indicating an adiustment of population © economic
adversity), with recoveries thereafier despite the genemal decline. The constant
gradicnd of population increase masks 2 decrease i the contribution of natural
increase, with an increase in that of immdgration, from the period of the 1970 o the
190

1.1 Australion Population 1894 -1993
population and birth rate

S L& & MERXRRRE
live birtha'l 000 pop
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Figure 1.2 shows the percentage increases in population from 19723 w 1993 by
ratural increase wnd by kmmigration. The fwebve months of 19889 had the highest
rate of fmmdgration ihis cenfury

1.2 Population Increase 1972-93
natural increasas, net migration, tatal

annual average % increase

1Hram TEETED 1084% Tea 1963

Bowrca. Yaar Boous
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Aboriginal Population

Figure 1.3 presents the Year Book recond of Ahoriginal and Torres Strail Islander
population since Federation a3 3 percentage of the fotal Australian population. There
& considerable uncenainty abow the figures throughout The earky figures vary
hetween enumersted and estimated sources, resulting in lage Mucroations, and
there are sometimes references (o unrecorded numben ‘outsice the influence of
Europeans’. After 1961, the distinction between full-hlood” and half-casie” Aborigi-
naly ceases, gnel from 1971 the numbens inchide unregulated numbeen of pessons
who are less than half Abodginal (that B primasly of pon-indigenous race),
depending on self-nominaticen.

Thus the fall in Aboriginal population in the first hall of the century, and it rise
in the second, should be construed as representing, first, increasing racial intermar-
riage, and then the elimination of this influence on recond-keeping, mther than o
decline in reproduction and/or survival, followed by regenermtion.

1.3 Aboriginal and TS| Population 1901-1991
hulkblood, hali-caste, 1otal - numbers

”

Searoe. Yoar Booka
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Stualit brulturalism

Figure 1.4 addresses the cultuml origins of the Australian population.  The
percentage of the population born in Australia rose from over 8 in 1911 o a ek
of 90 i the muddle of the century and has sinoe declined toapproach thiee duartien
i 1991 Figure 1.4 also shows the percentage of Australians bom in Australa, Britaun
ar New Zealand, that b, in Englishespeaking countries with an initially shaned
cultural and political hertage.  There has boen 3 decline from o mid-conlury peak
el OFW 10 B i 1901 It appears from these figures that Australia o sl irgely a
L rra] sy

1.4 Australian Birthplace and British Birthplace
1911-199

% of resident population

1811 1821 1933 1047 1954 1061 YETT 1REY 19

Soipce: Year Books
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Religion

Figure 1 5 shows sclf-repaned religious affiliation in the cenauses from 1901 o 1991
Approximately ihree quanes of Australisns woday regacd themselves os Christians
This represenis 3 considerable bl (from 6% st the turm of the century, but is aill
a large majority.

Non-Christon religions represented | A% of the population in 1901, Tell o less
than 1% by 1971, and rose again Lo resch 260 in 1991 — siill 4 very small percentage
of the 1otal population. Mot of the decline in Christian affiliastion has been aken up
by “no relighon’ and aop-dedamtion of religion (1 3% and 10% respectively in 19911

1.5 Religion 1901- 1991
Christian, Men-Chrishan, none, not pated

religious category - %

1801 1911 1821 1833 1047 1954 1861 1977 1981 1880

a m
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Age

Figure 1.0 shows the median age of the Australian populaton from 1901 1o 1991
Median age is slightly different from mean or average age, and is the contral age in
the array of ages of the population, half the population heing younger and half
older, In 1900, the median age of Austrlians was 225 thus close o half of the
Australian populstion were minoss, the age of majority being then 21, By 1921, the
median age had risen (o nearly 26, and i 1947 i was st ovier 30, Thie Towened birth
mte duting the Great Depression and the loss of young lives in World War 11
avcelerated this rise, which nevenheless wans Bidy constant across the half contury,
The celchrated post-war haby boom ks reflectee] in g Tl in median age o 294 in
1961 and 27.5 (the 19308 kevel) in 1971 Thereafter, the median age climbs again
rass A2 in 1991, the highest point in the century, reflecting both o Bl in the hirth
rate and a marked rise in life expectancy over he period.

1.6 Median Age 1901 - 1991
Australion population

median age of population

ot 1 1H33 1833 1847 1981 181 11 Y
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Life Expectancy
Figure 1.7 shows the damatlc fise n life expectancy i the century from the 18590s
1o the 19908, In 1894, the average life expectancy for men was $1.1 years, and for

women, 54,7, in 1992, the equivalent figures were 745 and 80 4 This is among the
higghwest in the workd

1.7 Life Expectancy 1901 - 1992

men and woman

Ife expectancy at birth
E & B & 3 & 8B B
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Sex

Figure 1.8 shows the penentage of the Australian population which was female from
1881 10 1993, For most of the penod, males have outnuinbered lemales. 1o 1881, 46%
of the populstion was female and 5% male, making a dispanty of 8% The
percentage of females reached between 49% and 50% in the 1920s amd pemudned 2

that level for six decades, with females finally just cutnumbering males in the
decades of the 1980s and 1990

1.8 Sex Distribution 1881 - 1993
% temale

% female

1887 1881 TROT TONT TRET 1931 1847 1854 1047 1070 VRE3 19E0

Bowes Yaar Bopka
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Figguere 110 shonws thee percentage of the 1ot popuolation who were cumently marticd
and who had mever been mamed ot cach devade potrt from 1901 10 1981 A the
heginming of the century, many more Australisns were never mamicd than married,
bt by 1947 the percentages weee approximately equal and this condition continmsd
throgh to the 1980

1.10 Marital Status 1901 - 1981
% now martied and % never married

now married and never married - %
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Figure 1.11 shows the avemge or median (scoording to avadabdliey ] age ot
marrage of men and women in 15901 and from 1943 0o 15994, This s for sl marmsges,
not fird marriages. The Fgure would be pushed upwarnds by high rtes of divore,
ar wildomrhood Tallowed by FEMaTmage, i any I'h"l"il'.:d The average differnog in BE
between men and women marrisge partnens (bondes and groomm) is also shown, The
averags median age of marmage for men was 20 in 1903 and remained sooin 1945 and
1955, Thereafter it fell to reach 8 century's low of 23 in 1974, then rose 0 reach 29
again in 1994, The pecture for women is smilar. The average age at martage in 1903
wits 25 and it revnained o this level in 1943 and 1953, fell (o s lowes paint of 21
ity }974, then rose o exceed ibs tum of the cormury level, reaching 26 in 1999

The riae in the age of mamage of reoont decades o sometimes neganded as 2
notewarthy trend but it can be seen from the time series that this only seems
sigendlicant i we fmit o perspective 1o the age at mamiage in the 1965 and 1570x

1.11 Average/Median Age at Marriage
men, women ond difference in age

men, women, difterence in age

Soute Yedr Book
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Births

Figure 112 shows the number of births and the crude birth rate (live hirths per 1,000
population) at decade inervals from 189 10 1992 With a nsing  population
throughout the period, the number of berths will fise even if the birth rate remains
steady Hence the mte is 3 more useful indicator of reprochuctive change.

Between 1894 and 1997 the birth rave halved from 30 5 1o 14.9 births per 1,000
populaticn. Cher the century there has been a general fall in the bith e, and there
are three periods when there wene talls in the absolute number of hirths. These mark
the eeonomic recessions in the first decsde of the centuey, in the 1990, and in the
1980, These downiums appear even more strongly in the hinh rate figures. A
straight line deawn Iiom 1894 w0 1992 shows the data points varying quite chine 1o
it en efther side (if we ignone the major responses 10 sconomic reoessions in 1903
and 1933) suggesting 4 generally consistent decline over the century

The arrival af sule and easy hirth contral in the 1960s and of shomion in the
19708 appears to have had litle impact on ihe overall panern,

1.12 Birth Rate 1894-1992
numbet and rote

B
live births per 1,000 population

10
1884 1803 1943 1923 1033 TR43 TED 1S3 1973 1S3 12

Lo Yaar Docha
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Figure 113 shows the Fertility of mamiages in terms of the expaocted number aof
children por marmage (in the yeans 190278, 1914 and 1933) and averige femility per
wonman in her [ficthme (for the yoars 1929 o 19920 The fgguees indicate 3 decling in

fertility from the boeginning of the century, a revival with the post-wear balry boom
lasting into the (960s, then another decline  Zero Population Gromah armived

erween 1904 and |9

1.13 Fertility of Women 1902 - 1992
average children in lifetime

mumbar of children
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Maternal Age

Figure 114 shows the percentuge of Biahs 1o eenage miothes and 0o wioiten dged
bizss than 25 fram 1915 10 1992 We have seen et the averge dee of moreiag: fod
women fell From 25 in the fint half of the century, 164 low of 21 in the mid 1970s,
thereafier nsing again 1o earby-ceniry levels. The ages of mothiers giving binds sos
o simklar, bt ot jdentical, panem

Teenage hiths were about 5% of all bisths from 1908 w1953 (with the
exveption of 4 high rate of 6 9% in 1938). The rale fose consbdenbly in tha 1960s and
POT0s, passing 10% wn 1974, bas Fell again to abot $% in the 19008, Births 16 mcdbera
aged less than 25 show s similar patiern, fising markedly in thee early 1960 and
Elling markedly by the 19905 to below hevels eadyin the century. Thus srut appesis
1o he o postponement of parenthood, o the 190 are talen as the norm, in fact
represents a return o normality rom the exremes of that decade

1.14 Young Mothers 1913-92
% mothers oged less than 20 and 25

I
|

1B
s

% mothers less than 20 and 25
J . B

%3 I3 3 T5aa 1 Lk T4 TRER 183

. ey Lraie IO . s reder 75
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Ex-nuptial Rirths

An increase in the perventage of hithe at very young ages is likely 1 mean an
incrense in the peroentage of ex-nuptial births. Figuee 1 15 shows ex-ouptial hinhs
in Australia as a peroendage of all birthe, ot decade indervals, from 19903 1o 1992, From
1904 o 1943 the ex-ouptial binh rate el from 6% of all birhs o 4% In 1963, the
percentage of ex-nuptial births bad risen W approach the level af the beginning of
the century, Therealter the percentage rose exponentially, reaching 10% in 1972,
194 in 1982, and 24% in 1992 Although ex-maptial hinh rose with diminishing age
at motherhood i the 1960s and T0s, it has nod fallen as age ot motherhood has risen
again

1.15 Ex-nuptial Births 1903 -92
numbers and per cenl

number of birtthe
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Figure 1,16 shows aupial and ex-puptial beth cates Trom 17903 1o 1992, with the T
raibes converging in the laties half of the century, bn 1908, the'ex- ouptead barth rate was
onc-seveiteenth of 1he nuptial birth mate, in 1992 it was onc thisd. This awcans tha
in 1992 ope-guaner of newhom babics wese going 1 homes in which either thene
was no father, o there was not a fornal commitment, via mamage, 0 sabidity of

parenting.

Thie Ausrilan lostitute of Heabthi and Wellane (AIHW) pepoft, Australia’s
Morbers aned Babie (19928, places marmed mothers and mothers Bving in @ de Facto
relationship in the same category. This results in a figure of 11 2% of hirths sccumng
oy woimieny withoud partners who had never mamied, and 1 2% o widowed, divonoed
of separated womsen. This s aboul half the 24% of ex-nuptial births reported by the
Yiar Boods for the carly 1990s. 1 this classification of hirth sttus s consideered mione
comparahle with that of Blegitimacy prior o 197% the fse 0 ex-nuptial binhs is
conskderably reduced. It i, neverthedess, Twice the peroentage for 1963 and Buee
times that for 1953

1.16 Nuptial and Ex-nupticl Births 1903 - 1992

birth rate per 1,000 population

erude rate nuptial & ex-nuplial births
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The Cienire for teudopessdens Studien

Mvorce

Figure 1.17 shows the divorce mte per hall million population using decsde averiges
from the 1880s to the 1980s, and therealler annual rates o devade intervals. The
divorce mibe quadnipled iy e Jast diecaide of the nineteenth century, thwen emtered
o prcricaid of stabvility followed by a Seepening inerease feom the 19208 10 the 1950w
a decline (o the 19608, 0 shame fse from 1963 o 1974 and 8 massive fse (o 1984,
kevelling off in the 1595Ks. The mie was about 115 per hall million o the 1880 and
1A peey hall million in te 1900

Thee paitern of these figuncs, with their three maks [its anid starts, cannot be
vndersiood wathemst reference o changes o the diverce bw which mark the
inaitiathon of changes of diviane rate. The aulher ol an carly Year Bool commented
ithat

The mpad increase in divorce durmy the penod 1691-1900 ocourred
l.;l.l].pl:'l}' i Mew Soaitly Wals and Victods whisie |-'I-‘HI!|1I.‘|-IHI'I |'r.|u|-l|.1
reapectively in 1899 and IBRG muode e separaton of the marnage te
coffiparalively easy

The Feuersl Moarrisoeial Corses Act 95960, which canw: milo operition in
1901, replacing separate Sate and Termbony legedation, aysin made diverce easier by
the introducton of & mew grounds wethout laul - separation o five pears. Following
ithis mapor chanpe, the divoroe Tiganes for 1973 show a doubling from 1963, The
Farrinidy Lot Act 1975 which ciewe inbo operaticon on 5 lamgary 1970, eased
resfriciions yel again, replactng the 14 grownds of the Watrimossed Cases Acr weith
i single ground - ‘lretnevable oealedown of mardage’, defired a3 one year's
e Pk ration

1.17 Diverce Rate 1885 -1994

number per 500,000 population
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The numbser of diviorces rose massively from 16,000 in 1973 1o 63,000 in 1976
ihwiously this rse could nol be the resull of the new encoursgement aflfonded o
divorce by the Famly Litw Act, aa the one-yesr wail it required had not yet elapand
Rather, it represents pending divorces from the previous four years, no longer
requeired 1o wait ol 3 fve-year berm of sepanation. I we dvade the vxcess by five,
wy abiin a figure of 25400, or 907 per half million, which slots into a faily seady
uprwanrd trend i the two decades following the indtial mroduction of oo Bl
divorce in 19861, wihich has setthed i o new, mised level in the 1990

Figure 118 shorws the dverage numillser of children per divorce from 19497 o
1992 Lingil the 1970 the average number of chilldren mose and fell wath the divorce
rate, suggesting that the nse jook in families with mone rather than fewer childnen:
bt in the 1980x and 1990s this refationship disappeans. While the divorce rite fose
vonsiderably in 1984, the average number of children fell, and with the divorce e
Fairly steady 10 the eardy 1990, it fell apain. This Liter pattemn is consetent with a
dhrminisbed durateon of mamiagr in these devades, and a marked rise in meothesr's age
a1 hind of s child acroes the same penod froem 237 o 1971 1o 253 in 1994

1.18 Children per Divorce 1947 - 1992
average number

a7 1954 1961 1066 1972 1983 o2
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The Cernire for Frnoleenalrd Staclies

Sole Parenis

In tO9Z, ovvier A0 ol binhs i mothers aged bess than 15 were ex-nupiil, s were
chose ton B0FF of Isliths b0 1519 year olds. Ar the same Tiowe 25 the age at mamiage has
risen, a0 has the propomion of teenage binhs which sne ex-nuptial. Such mothers
have been described os ‘marmied © the state’) that §s, the siate, of the Expayer,
though the Scle Parents’ Pension, provides financially for the mising of these
children, in place of their Bthers. A similur situstion has developod with the rise of
nes Faule divesce, with the misemg of childres by their mothers financed os much by
thie Sale Parents’ Pension as by the children's tathers

Flygure 1. 19 shevacs the perceniapes ol Sode Parent Pensdbois (e sococessos of e
Suppoiting Pirenl Benefit) going 10 different age growps 0 19910993 and 1996
Alithough the image of the Sole Panent piensioner that ruses most public msentment
I thiat of the wenage unmamied mother, it can b seen that oaly 8 small propokon
of this money can possibly go in this difection - kess than 9% off sole parents ane in
this age group

1.19 Sole Porent Pensions
age under 20, 20-29, 3039, 40+ - %
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SATH oo THE NATWOIR

Physical and Mental Well-being: Health and
Mortality

Death Rates by Age and Sex

Longginnty af the populition s one of the mosd eling madoens of s welldbeing T s
uniuilly medsured i terms of lile expectancy (which we have seen o Figune |70 and
dmith rats. Both ame estimades pitched betwern what b happening now and o hai
this is likely 1o medn for the foture. Although they canmeat, i facd, predict the foure,
s trerike they wre able w sbow how ongevity has improved (or declined)

Figure 1.20 shows the death mte in Austrabia (per 1,000 populanon), at decade
intervils from 1908 (o 195 for malbes and lemales. A higher desth mile mesns mone
peopke dying ot younger ages and 2 fall mohe death soe genermlly ndichtes greatier
lomgevity. (11 could however tnask an imnease in people dying young, while thase
that survive increase thein bife span ) The Bgure shows a fall in the death rae of both
men and somen from approsimately 135 and 1] per 1,000 populstion, respectively,
oy 190% b T 6 gl S an 1954

Thie death raw can e expecied w hw affeced by the age distnbnition. The
higher proporion of Children in the iy yesins of the century should e e death
rale, amil the |'|i|ﬂlrr'l' I'l.:TH.IL‘l‘IHIl‘I ol ol ]'ll.-l'rl;'ﬂr I:r:u..h'g.l' showlid ramse il, & the
Lmponvemient is even more impressive han these Diguess ndiate

1.20 Death Rates 1903 - 1993
annual deaths per 1,000 population
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The Cenire for Indepensient Studies

The figures for all age groups combined do pol reveal some important
tendencies in particular uge groups. Figure | 21 shows the death cates for makes and
females in the age group 1519, a pottern which is replicated in the age groups 20-
24 and 25-29. It seems that the fall in desth rates of young men and women during
the first hatf of the century has scancely been maimtained in the secomd, with linle
reflection of the steep fall of the lest rvo decades which appears n the overall
figures. The male and female death mtes doew sharply apart in the late forises, and
have stwwn only modest signs of mpprochement. This pattern comtrasts sith death
rates in hoys and girds younger than 15, which have drrwn choser, 80 beoome alimos:
icdentical  Thix contrust suggests that in some way we have been failing our young
males since the middle of the century, as their momality figures cease o make the
same rfe of improvement which has occurmed for females, and which was o feature
of the earbier penod. This fafure appears 10 occur a8 mabes emerge from the care
of the family with the onset of sdolescence

1.21 Ags 15- 19 Death Rates 1913 - 1992
males & females

deaths per 1,000 in age group
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The Casctrw for dloperaery Sl

Infuant Health

Pernatal morsliy, deaths per 1,000 Bve bbahs occurmng arownd the time of Tirth and
in the first 28 days of the babw's life, i considered (o be one of the mone tolling
imbicaion of population health. It s a gauge both of the health and well-being of
women in thelr reproductive years and of their access 0 good medical services
Figure 1.23 shows perinatal mortalicy n Avstrala ot roughly decade intervals from
1914 1o 1992 Perinatal morakiey ionchoedes Both live births and stll berths above 3
piven gestatioiuil age andlor birthwesght, In 1914, there were 33 desths per 1,000 live
hirths; in 1992 this had fallen w us atwose 100 The decline s sicady, apan from a
sieeper than averige fall between 1943 and 1953, and o large riser in 1971, retuiming
abrmoest v the 19408 level

1.23 Perinatal Mortality 1914 - 1992
deaths before one manth of age

deaths per 1,000 live births

L]
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While pennatal momalioy savs misch abour the biealth of panunent women, infan
mertality [dedths of livebom infants upder one year of age, per 1,000 live birds) s
indivative of the adequacy of the care babses receive, and of general levels of health
in the commumity, particularty as regands infectious disesses, 0 whsch infants are
particularly, and more fatally, prone. Infant mortality i higher than for any of the
ofher yean of childhood and young maturity, The infant mortility rate (Figure 1243
waan very high by modern stndards st the e of the ceptury = over 10% of infans
diet] before they reached their first binthdays, This had fallen 1w 4% by 1943, 10 2%
by 1964, and 10 0. 7% by 1992, with no revemsals The depression decade of the 1930s
masdde ng mipression on either perinatal oF infant inortalitg.

1.24 Infont Mortality 1903 - 1992
deaths under one year of age

deaths per 1000 live births
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The Centre for frulepovidares Studies

Figure 1.25 shows o seloction (as svailable) of causes of infant death from the 1930
o the 19908, In 193135 there wore high rates of infunt deathe from infection and
prematucity, 21 and 13 per 1,000 births respoctively, By 19892, deaths due o
infections had fallen 1o 8 mere 0.1 per 1000 < the resull of the great numph of
western methicine lespeoially antibsotes) and pubbc healih over infectious diseases
which cwvurred throughout this period. Death due 1o prematunty had fallen to 09
per 1,000 hinhs in 1973

A recent mend inoane of the major couses of dead of infans, by extermal causes
[t shemn), §s 2 matter of concem. Extermal causes” consinls of accident, poisoning
and violence; the rate of desths aibuted o external causes among infants under
one year of age increased between 1983 and 1993 from 11 deathn per 100,000 0 16
deaths per 100,000 During that ime the mtes for the other major causes of death
In infangs (infections, cancer, heant and lung disease) remained stable or declined.
The increased rate of death by external causis in infants contrasts with a mduction
of 50 in the rate of death by external causes in the 1-14 age group. This highlights
our increasing conoem with child abuse, hoth as violence and neglect. The increase
is large, almost 50% in 2 decade, and ks rise st be considened due 1o social rather
than medical factions.

1.25 Couses of infont Death 1931 - 1992
infection, prematurity, defect and birth injury
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Figure 1 26 shows the impac on the incidence of whooplng oough of the reduction
in mares of inooulation of childien, as a sesull of concem by parents, since the early
1980&. It van be scen that the retum of this disease, once this meethod of control s
even parially withdrawn, has been mpid and striking. Omce a3 disedse has e
established iself, infection rates can increase very mpidly and this is seen in the
dirnmatic, almost six-foldd, increase by mid-devade inthe 1990 This graph represents
infection, not deaths, and ooarence i the whole population, not just infants

1.26 Whooping Cough 1980 - 1995




The Cenmtre for Inoopenalens Stedlies

Changing Patterns of Moriality

Figure 1 27 shows death rates (deaths per half million populston) from infections
anid parasitic such as maliria and Ross River fever) diseases, other than poenperal
fever, [mom 1908 1o 1992 at ioughly decade intervals, aomas the penod of increasing
life expectancy which we have already witnessed (Figure 171 As deaths due 10
infiectious disease declined bn the course of the century, dieaths due 1o cancer anid
heart disease rose 1o b the mapor cawses of death in Avstralis, and death cates for
these coises also are showin mone oF hess Boroes The ooy

In 1905, there were about 1600 desths per hall million people from infectious
discases, and about 500 from cancer and hean discase combined. In 1992, the
relative frequendies ane neversed, with over 2500 deaths from cancer and bean
discuse combined, and about 25 of nfectious discases. In 1905 a larger propormion
of denths wene ooourting in the older mature (40040 aned yenngest (less than 51 age
pronaps, wheneas in 1992 the large majonty occormed ot age 05 and over. I thenefions
appears that in the course of the century we have moved from a large numbser of Bves
hetng cut short by infectious diseases, 1o the magponty of the population dying of what
st e considered discases of old age - hean disease and cancer. 17 viewsd in this
condexi, the current public health concern with increases in cancer and hean disease
rabes may be misplsced o o sorme extenl misfocused

1.27 Couses of Death 1905 - 1992
infection, cancer, heart disease
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STNTE OF THE NATION

Violent Deaths (Exvernal Causes)

Figure 1 28 shows death rates due 1o motor vehicle accident in the: lest thiee docades
gpocvunts for the nise in young male dexths in the 19708 (Flgurel 215, The decline in
motor vehicle deaths, despile a rise in ownership and usage, is 2 tiumph of
interventionary regulation, especially the introduction of sear belts and mndom-
beeath testing for driving under the influence of alcohol, The scx factor, with higher
male death rates, & pronoursced, although it s not sufficient o acoount for the
differences we have observed in the death rates of young males and females which
emerigsd in the second halll of the veniury. The PP mabe 15 about two thinds that of
other deaths by extemal causes {excluding suicide)

1.28 Motor Vehicle Deaths 1973 - 1992
males, lemales, persons

number per 500,000 population
g § §
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The Centre fir Independent Shudies

Figure 129 shows population suicide rates and for males and  females from 1908 (o
1992 These have ool shown the decrexse ovident i deaths that ane responsive 1o
midical and regulaiory infervenfion and are, i amything, worse at the omd of the
cenpury than af the heginning. The rates for males have been higher than the mies
for females throughout the century despite the decrease in the made rates o micd
century, with a marked decline in 1943 which may he atributed o the occupation
ol male enengies in World War I The large rise in the 19608 can be linked o the
ready availabiliy of harbiiurates, which woas cormected within the decade. From mid-
century the rates for mabes andd females have shown similar rapecioses until recently
when the rate for males tumed sharply upseands. Male rtes ane almost as high as at
the beginning of the century, and femmalbe rates higher, despite the increased medical
ahility to reclaim lves

1.29 Suvidde Rates 1903 - 1992
male, lemale and iotal
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Drugs

Twor drugs, used for personal and social pther than medical reasons, are legal in
Austrulia, but are regarded with sufficient circumspection (o be subjed 10 gge-use
controls, These are aleohol and wohacco. In the carly years of the century, alcohal-
use wiss thee target of consderable efforts in pubbc education and of legal restrictions.
In thee Lntter yeams of the century, (ohacco has replaced it as the prims target of publ
health education and kgl restrictions

Figume 1 30 presents a vanety of figures of alcohol use across the cenlury
Despite the recent interest in tohacco, tere are o comparsbde Ggures fon i use,
apart from a shom senes from 1964 1o 1974, showing no change in populabon intale.

1.30 Aleshsl 1902 - 1991
consumphion per perion aged over |5

Soume. Yewr Booes

i3



The Contre for frdeperndent Studies

Gitven the current concern with illicit drags, and the money devoted o research and
the Drug Offenaive, the alsence of consistently maintained siatistics i remarkable
Figure 1,51, using NSW Buneau of Crime Statistics and Research data for 1978, 15983
and 1993, gives an indicaton of comparative wage of the vanous types of illicih
drugs. The rates of charges in relation 10 cannabis, aarcothos (e g heroind amd all
other illicit drugs are shown sepamtely. B can be seen that cannahis charges mose
considerahly in the half-decade from 1978 to 1983 but only skowly i the docade 1o
1993 Charges for narcotics acually fell between 1983 ansl 1993, while chanees for
all other drugs, which had reostined steady, more than doulded. Charges for
wannabiz far cutnumbensd those: for all other drugs from 1984

1.31 Drug Charges - NSW 1978 - 1993
narcotics, cannabis, other and iolal

charges per 500,000 population
- 88 8 6 8 8 2
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Institutional Health Care

Public criticizm of the effons of the Stmbe in health care is argely associated with the
functioning of its major health care institutions, the hospitals, Figure | 52 shows the
supply af haspital beds and the beds occupied by patients from the um of the
cenmry 0 the 1990 There ane four phases in the senes. fiet @ period of steady
expansion up o the 1940s, then a penod of sahility followed by another phase of
expansion, then finally a decline

Dhering the 19708 the capital and rnsng costs of hospeials increased dramaii-
vally | far beyond the CIM) and this pressieee foreed the bevelling off and ultimanely the
reduction in the supply of beds while population growth continued, To oope with

a reducied rtio of beds 1o population hospitals have a higher throughput of patients,
dncan be seen in higher numben of sdmissions despite fewer beds belng avidlalle

1.32 Public Hospitals 1903 - 1984
beds and patients

beds snd patienta/S00,000
i 6§85 § §
0,000
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The Cevitre for Indopserichent Shudies
Earning a Living

Employmeni

Figure 1.33 shows the percentage of the population of males and females aged 15
and over in paid employment st roughly decade intenals from the sardy 19308 1o the
early 19%0s (including hoth fall-time and pan-time employment). Until the 1960s, the
majority of children lefi school and soughl work at 14 or 15, whereas loday the
majority remain in education untll 17 or 18 This will affect the employment figunes,
as will the percentage of the popalation aged 15-19 and over 65

The percentage of employed males aged 15 and over has fluctuated betwesn
T0% and 92% since the 19308, bewng at s lowest in the recessions of the 19308 and
the early 1980s. In the decades renowned for Tull’ employment it was betwesn B0
andl O,

Female employment has also fluctuated, with 2 marked change between the
carfy 19608 and the early 19708 when it permanently mone of less doubled. From
1530/33 10 1961 it Muctusted berween 2096 and 30%; since the 1970x, it has fluctuated
hetwern 40% and 524 Before the war, most wonen employees wene employed full-
i, and they were predomnantly young women working before marmage Today,

1.33 Employment 1930 - 1993
males and females aged 15+
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the major pan of women's employment is pani-time, and the majority of employed
wonen are older women, working afier mamage and children

The combined ligures reveal a Muctuastion berween 554 and 68% (linle more
than 10 variation) of the population aged 15 and over in paid employment from the
1940 omwards, with no grest difference in fluctuations between the earleer and later
periods. Lower mtes of employment (in the $0-60% mnge) occumred in the 1950s and
1960 under conditions of very low unemployvment, wheteas in the latter period only
the extremely high unemployment mes of the early 19808 recosdion produced o 50%
Fgure

Figure 1.34 shows unemployment figures from 1907 1o 1993 These fgures do
net represent all the people who are not in paid employment, being bosed on (he
number of people who are regstered as unemployved sooording 1o the oriteria at the
me. The fgures Bl o four penods of relative stability: 8 modente kevel of
unemployment. of 5% 10 7%, between 1907 snd 1923; very high
I5%, in 1933, very low reles of unemployment, betwesn 1% and 3%, brom 1944 o
1973; and o return (o moderate levels of unempiovment, 7% o 108, somewhat shove
those a1 the beginning of the century, in 19853 and 1993, a pattern which has not yet
changed Those comments should be read in conpunction with the more detuiled
higares in Section 3,

1.34 Unemployment 1907 - 1993
males and female:
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Personal Bepneflts and Wellare

Figure 1.3% shows that in the two decades from 1972, personal benefits and welfare
have doubled as a propomion of average household disposable income, frim 9% 1o
almost 8%,

1.35 Personal Benefit Payments
ot o per cent of housshold disposable income

109721 197%-T7 1880-1 10845 10RE-@ 19533
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Bankrupicy

Figgure 1,36 shows bankruptoy rates in Australia from 1903 o [99278. Banknapicies
ercuurrmedd al rates of approgimately 130 w0 180 per balf milion popalacion from 159403
e 1955 (eaking in the period of the Great Depression), then =l to very low levels
edow 50 per hall midlion, in 1943 and 195273, nsing again in 196273 o approach te
earfier levels By 19889, they had risen (o 225 per half million, und four years Liter
admcwst doubsled to 424 per hall million, almos theee tmes the levels of the fese balf

of the century.

1.36 Benkruptces 1901 - 1991
rate per 300,000 population
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The Contre for Independdent Studios
Education

School education was 4 Statey’ affair until the Commonwealth began 10 exert
pressure via funding in the on-going expansion of the Commonwealth rle in socal
ratiers, 3 development which begun o escalite in the 1970s. This process has been
mios] apparenl in pres and post-school education.

Aol Fducation

Universal free primary education (onginally reaching tnto the carly teenage years)
was estahlished in the Austmlion states in the later decades of the nineteenth
century. Figure 1.37 shows the number of puptls in all Ausralian schools (primary
and secondary, state snd prvate) from 1896 o 1994 The very steep increase in prpil
murnbers from 1943 10 1973 s the result of & steep rise in the proportion of children
im the population coinciding with an extension of compulsory education. Under the
new system, primary schooling ended before the teenage yeans, while secondary
education was extended 1o the mid-feens and became compulsory. The levelling in
pupsl numbsets in e last two decades pamallels the schookage population, with the
upiurm mn the kst docade due primarily 1o increased retention in the final yeans of
secondary school.

1.37 Total School Pupils 1896 - 1994

number of pupils - state & private
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Figure 1 38 shows the rumber of pupils in date and povate schools. Private schools
have shown a slow rise in pupil numbers, Seepening with the haby boom decades
of the 19508 and 190x, and persisting in the decades of stagnation, State schoods
ook up most of the rise due 1 the baby boom, plus the eardy phase of increased
retention (1950s 1o the 1970s)  Since ihe mid-1970s pupil pumbers in state schools
have fallen despite 8 second stige of ncreased retention in the 1990

1.38 State and Privote School Pupils 1896 - 1994

500, 000
2,001, e
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The Centre for igdependent Studies

Figure 1 39 shows the pencentage of puplls in sate and private schools across the
ventury Despite the apparent drawing apan of numbers of state and privale school
pupils as the century enrolled, the percentige of pupdls in privaie schools remined
berween 200 and 255 Tor almoss the whole perind, until it fnally rose 10 299 in the
1900

1.39 State and Private School Pupils 1896 - 1994
% in state & private schools
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1. 40 shows the number of pupils per teacher in the sate and pavaie schools
frown 1906 ko 1994

The progress of teacherpupil mtios han been very different for prvite as
compansd with state schools, In 1906, state schools typically had twvice 28 many
pupils per weacher as private schools (30 compared wath 151 While state schools
wacher pupil ratios fell markedly in the fimt hall of the century, prvate schools
teacher pupil ks rose: equally markordly. By 1943 the two ratios wene almoss egual
(23 pupils per weacher for state schools, 21 for private schools). By 1963, state schools
had fewer pupils per staff membser than Jdid prvaie schoolbs, and they maintained
their sdvantage as ratios fell in both sectom, untd the two converged at 15 pupils per
teacher m 1994 Thus the miivement o privite cdoecation 0 the 15930 cannot be
sitnbuied 10 pdvantages in lescher puml ratios in prvale schools

1.40 Pupils per Teacher 1906 - 1994
state and private
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Educational Dutcomes

Pupil attairmend. or the outcomes of education. i nol treated in the Yemr Sooks, and
is virually undocumented in official reports of the st decode. Although the 1585
National Report on Schooling in Awstrslia of the Austraimn Education Counctl has
entries under this heading for most stakes, with the exceptions of New South Wales
prd Queensiand they merely repont what will be underaken in the way of
prsesament, of development progcts on sssessmenl, with no soual das on
dbiinment. In New South Wales and Queenaland, this information relales only 10
primary hooling. New South Wales brelly reported on its basc skills westing
program, showing the percentages of pupids sworing of the vanious levels of
pedormance. Cultural knowledge, of the type which livracy and npumemcy are
merely tools to serve, was not tested. Queensland reported the implementation of a
vanety of assessment procedures bt the ooy ostcomes reponted wene Tthe need o
strengthen students’ spelling snd prooaf-meading skills' (ve. hase lierscy?, and tha
‘thee highest mecan sores were obtaimcd for colfecting oara and the lowest for
Menerarirng enowiedpe’ (which seems o supgest that the chaldren were albhe o copy
bat nict 6o thinkd. By 1991, even the had deappeared,

Retention Rates

Figure |41 shows metention rtes 0 Years 10, 11 and 12 in Austmlisn schools
between the yvearns 1971 and 1993, and abso the retention mte o Year 12 in 1967
Retention o Yeur 10 hoas shown least increase, hocause it was abrendy diose to coilling
i thee beginnang of the period. Eighty-one percent af pupils stayed at school o Year
10 {approximately one year beyond he compalsory schoal age) n 1971 and this
had risen o S in 1993 = imaking schooling 0 Yeuar 10 virtuslly universal

1.41 Retention Rates 1967 - 1993
Year 10, Yeor 11, Year 12
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Reteenthion d0 Yeear 12, by companison, wias low in 1967 Conly 2450 and was sill
only 35% in 1981 Retention to Year 12 had almost dovbled from is 1981 level by
1991 (fi) and had more than doubled & mere two years later, reaching 7% Thus
refennion o Year 12 was almost ax high in 1995 as retention to Yeur 10000 1971

Figure 1.42 showns Year 12 retention rates for state and  prvate schools from
1981 1o 199, imcluding the penod of massive growth in Year 12 retention eites. In
1981, the netention rate 0 private schools was 5™, double that for sste schools
(28%). By 1994, the prvite school Year 12 retenticn mte had fsen 1o 835 (up 26
percentage points ) whils that for state sihools had rsen to 71% (up 43 peroeniage
pointsl. Retention mies were influenced by high youth unemployment and the
iy ezl ol Avisiudy b putsl i 1 boy incroomies Emibiees o heshall of children remaining
in =chool

1.42 Yeaor 12 Retention Rates 1981 - 1994
utate and private
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The Centre for Indipendent Stadies

Out-ofl-home Childceare

Wohibdcare® nowdays 8 @ term daually applicd to the ammngements made for childeen
whose mothers are in the paid workdoroe, As sach the mpid growth of chaldcare in
et v hos paraliclesd the dsing workfome participation of mothers. In 19594,
abonin 6 peer cent of couple familios with dependent childnen had both parents i the
workforme. Corent chililoare tends are therefore 10 be distingudshed from the
kindenmrten movement which began in the eardy years of this century. Kindergar-
fens wiere § commmunity weliam instiatiee o provide free trining on midobe-clans
lives for the chiklren of the poor i order 1o ampeose theer social well-beimg and
vompetens e, especially for the pee.school vears between the ages of three and five

Contemporiry childosme huis grown massively with e aasistance of extensive
fealersl and seate government subsidies, with the expliclt intention of making it casier
fror mothess 10 join the workforce. Commonwealth government childeare expendi
wure abone has grown from $375 million in 1991-92 10 an estimated $ 1166 million for
199708 Commonvwealth Budget Stabements ), and it i estimabed that ourrent overall
expendinire on childoan i abom §2.4 llion,

Figure 143 shows types of childcane vy age of child m 1993

1.43 Childears 1993
non-parental care of preschoolers
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University Education

Figure 144 shows the nmnber ol students i universities in Australia per hall mdlion
population from 1906 0o 1993 (with the 19306 and | 930s missing). From 324 in the
First dbecadde of the cepmry, the mte had nsen e 1,000 ot mid-century; i doubied aml
theen smsore than tripled 10 pass 5,000 in the cardy 19708, After steadying to the: 1580s,
thwe rate triplend again v pass 15,000 in ihe eardy 1990s a5 the Colleges of Advanced
Fohucation achicved university stans
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SEaTE o el TN
Crime and Punishment

Criminal Offences

The Yesr Boods, up until the 1960s, presented cime data as charges and convictions
In 1966, crimes reconded by polive were added 1o the statistics, and within a decade
the recomd of chamges and comacdtions ceased Therefore, in order o credte
meaningful series of crime mbes For the century, I8 Wis fecessary 1o convien crinmes
recorted by police into estimates of conviction rates, based an matios denved from
the pefiod in which both statistics were reponticd. Dotsils of this proccdiore are
provided in the CI5 publication, Ristmg Crose in Australia (1997 10 the Hghares from
Figure 147, data up il the 1960s represent sotusl comdction rafes, while Uicse Frosin
the 1970s 1o the 19908 are asftmiates conviction mtes, distived from statistics of criimes
revtrded by police. The changes in rates ane so domatic that @ = vinually impossibile
that trends are misrepresented o wny substantil degree.

It must he emphasised that the post-1960s pemels are not alfected by the
conversion, as the set of unconveried figures for violent crime of Figune |86 show,
when compared with the converted data froem Figune 148,

1.44 Violent Crime 1894 - 1993
rate par 300,000 population
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The Cenire for Indgpendond Studics
Crimes against Property

Figure 147 shows convichon mates in the higher courts for crimes aguins propemy
over a century, taken a1 decade intervals from 1894 to 1993, The significance should
e viewsd not o much in tenms of abwolute mes Owvhich ane oaly albout 3 tenth of
crimyes reported for most of the second half of the century) s in e of the dramate
trend of increse in the last theee decades, beginning 0 thel970s. Crime against
property, primanily the vanous forms of thelt, in the 1990s b possibly 15 tases higher
fan increase of |,500M) compeared with its Jowest level this century in the 1930s (the
hight of the Great Depression!) and the 19405 (the middle of the Sevond World
Ward. Each of the last three decackes has seen mde rises of two to thiee times wha
was the fotl propeny onme rate in the yean 1894 1o 1963

Motor wehiche theft in 1973 nepresentind 27.1% of property oime, gnd in 1995,
Z2 9 T it commesl be held individually accountabde for the rise in propeerty orime
over these decades. The nse in motor vehicle theft was mither less than that for all

property crime

1.47 Crimes Against Property 1894 - 1993
convichons in higher courts
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Srare o THE MaTion

All Vialent Crimes

Figure 148 shows conviction, and estimated conviction, rates in the higher courts for
violem crimes (against the person) over o cenury, hen o decade infervals from
1894 1o 1994, These figures repont e combined comviction mates for homicide
Gincduding ovurder and anempted murder), mpe, assaull sod abducion (hot
exuluding sexusl poaull becsuse of uncontralled changes in its defindion in recent
vears), o contrast with crnwes against property, i can be seen that the masave
escaluthon of crimes of viclenoe oocurmed ondy in tee last decade, from 19802 o
1993, mnesting 10 the sccuracy of public perceptions of the gmowth in, and peopdes
growing fear of, personal violence. Crimes of violenoe decreased steadily dunng the
Furst bl of the cemury, reaching their lowest point in 1943, the maddle of the Secomd
World War, parly explarable i due 10 e removal of lange numbens of young men
From civibian life. But they remasned lower in the 1950s and 19%60x than in any decade
of the century priot 10 the 19305, and only linally rose sbove the 1594 level in 1981/
2 Looking only st the poboe ncond penod, violent cnme increased by TO0%
betwenn 1964 and 1994, and mone than doublod between 1981°2 and 1993

The incidence of crimes of viokence s, peventheless. much lower than that of
crimes against propenty. i was about half ai the beginning ol the century. and was
about cne tenth in the carty 1990 It appeans that respect for propeny has allen far
mote than has respect fog people

1.48 Violent Crime 1894 - 1993
canvichions in higher courts

rate per 500,000 population
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Thwe Cengre froe raclepwesicfeond Siclies

Homibcide

Figire 1,49 shows homcuke comvicton rates from 1903 to 1993 Homickde inchades
migrder, anempied murder, manskughter, s cawsing death by doving, 1t can be
seeent (hat the homdcide mie fell by half wo the middle years of the century, reaching
an all-time loow in the Second Workd War, again due probably to the ocoupation of
large mumbers of young men elsewhere, By 1063 i had retumed o tom of the
century bevels, then rose by a quarer in the following decade, fedl stightly in the early
efghties, bul showesl another large dse in the Rinetes

It rakghyt b mesurresd that death caused By doiving made o signifscan oot
Ebo toy hiis increase, in cortrast weith the siuation before the sixties when there werne
fow levels of car owmership. Ajgain this explanatkon, in 1993, crimes recorched |y
poboe show this category of homicde at about 8 sixth of munder and aempted
murder, sy the major pan of the nse o e ineties conndtl be atttitnied o this
sormrwhal leas culpable ongin

1.49 Homicide 1903 -1993

convictions in higher courts

rals por 500,00 population
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Murder

Figure 150 shows miurder plus amempiicd mirder conviction rates from 1008 to 1993
The graph shows murder rates as comparatieely bigh ia the Gt two diecades of the
century, with o more than halving in the middle decades and & rise again o BG4,
dlihough still only 1o hall the leved st the bepginning of the cenury. However thils
figure almom doubled o approsch the 1903 level in 19712 Murder was i
iistinguished from homicide o the ligores for 198172, bt the 1993 figure, which s
e tuan @ thied higgher than the mie at the tum af I!!H-ummr'!.". sLiHesls o continuing
rise froen the middle of the century, escilsing in the st thres decaides

1.50 Murder and Attempted Murder 1903 -1993
comvichions in higher courls

fale per 50000 population
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The Cenvdre for Mulepenclond i

Ondy 3 limated set of stanstees for paurder sepanded from attemped munder s
availahle and is presented in Pigure |51 Albough the nse is ot guile so extrens
ihe mueder rabe in 1935 s nevenheles nearly double that in 1952

1.51 Murder 1943 -1993
comnchons in higher courts
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Kape

Rapre Gincluding amempted rape) mies, also, shoo e now famibar Usshaped curve,
with a fall in the middle decades of the century (Figure 1.52), Rape [ell precipitously
0 extraordinanly low levels in the 19208 (with only nine convictions for sipe and
attempled mape 0 the whode of Australia o 19250, and rematned almost pos-exestent
by thes 19505 There B o pustification For arguing thar thes lowe rate reflescts menely
shame wnd denial of this oreme, o the rate of convictons ot Qe biem of e contuny
wus akmaost as high as in the eardy 1980s, and seximal mbsdemeanour of all sors had
bBeen at the lorefront of controvemsy o e latter years of the supposesdly pradish
nineteenth contury. The shight rise in 1945, in the opposte directon from othwer
CFIes 0N aguin ts= mitnibwited o wanime comaditiona

The new sexual penmissivenens may have contributed o the nse in mpe in the
1008, 19708 anc 19808, 0 kevels similar to those 31 the beginning of the century, The
TAssive fise 1A fape e |9M2 whd 1994 revjiies furilner F:;rl-t,.,lmln_ln

1.52 Repe 1903 -1993

convictions in higher courls
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The Centre for fndependent Stidies

Asaauh

The assaull rate has been shightly higher than the rape mite throughout the century
and shows the general pattern of 3 fairdy continusus fall o the 19408, and thersaltes
firit & slow and then a mpid rise (Figure 153). (By contmst mpe showed a
precipitous fall in the 19208, remakning s extremely low levels until the upaarnd
elimb began in the 19704 1F the unusually low santime bevel is excluded, the results
voukd e interpieted @8 showing & continuous Rl through o the 1960s Asaault
iihows 8 less deamatic Bl than any other crime, and the e in 1963 was only
spprosimately half it bnthe forst paro decades of the century. By 1982 this level wis
reached again and this was followed by a reo-to-three-fobd rise between 1982 and
1593

1.53 Assoult 1903-1993
convictions in higher courts

rate per 500,000
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Total Serious Crime

Because of some unuocriainny 2s 1o twe degree of capure of crime stitistos curmently
recuarded by palice, compared with convictions in the highet courns prios i 1970, i@
s nalutary to look at the otal serious crime’ figures for the century as represented
bry the combined higher couns and Magistrates Courts convichons and equivalent
figures from palive records. Senous crime is defined as offences against the peros,

L ervency, forgery amd Mackmai! Drug offences (nifficking) only rose to
levels worthy of a separate category in the last three decades. and <0 ape ominssd n
onler not o creale uncertainty about rises o more teditonal crimes, It s
nevertheless a serious cnime o which oor society is now subyect. Examples of non-
serionis cmmes from earlier decades which are omined are drunkenness and
vigrancy, and from the present penod, imaffic infrngements

Figure 1 54 shows the rte of serous cime per half million population, based
o conviclions ind estimated convictions, fram T894 to 1905 |1 can be seen that ths
fell fairly steadily from 1894 10 1913, [llowed by a slow rise to resch the 1594 level
aguin by 1943 This was followed by 8 dramatic mcresse theough 1963 i 1982 and
A further increase 1w 1993, reaching a rate moee than four tmes that at the beginning
of the cenury.

1.54 Serious Crime 1894 -1993
convictions in higher and mogistrates courts
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The Ceritre for Indeparndens Shuidies

Explaining Rising Crime

The large increases in crime rates in the kst theee decades demand explanation, and
it is rensonabe to ook for explanations in other major social and economic changes
which have scoompanied these increases and which may plausibly be thought 1o
influence the genests of criminal behaviour and failure to controd it I crime mtes are
considered as gn owlcome measure, they can be tested stanstically against pomaibily
influential socil factom, sch s changes in the culture of socislisaton and
reproduction The cavsal link which is envisaged here i primarily the capacity of
parents 1o enculturate, tit i, to socialise and educate ther children. This might be
expected 1o be related to both the ahilities of the parents and the time they allol 1o
this task, as well as the beliefs and practicoes they transmilt, on which we do not have
data. A number of social trends which we have already documented are relevant
here - the age of parents will reflect their maturity, and hence their own acquisition
of the calnire ot the point at which they are respired Lo transemil it; ther economic
well-being, in terms of employment, may be a factor, and the amount of parental
availahshiry, of bath sexes, will be affected by divorce and ex-niptial birth mtes, amd
ol maternal availability by female employment faies. The crime rabe cin easonably
e expected 1o be affected by the age and sex dustribution in the population, as both

and viokent crimes ane committed predominantly by eenage and young
adhult abes; and there is an apparent logic sn expecting unemployment rates 1o affec
ctime directly




STATE F THE MATROMN

Figures 155, 1 56 and 1 57 show the comparative trends in some of these social
Fators and in cvernll orme eates, and ilhostrate the meaning of significant s ron=
significant cormelation. Figure 155 shows irends in semious crime and in unemgsloy-
ment across the century. IEcen be seen thal there are marked differences in the onset
of nse anid fall i serous crime and of unemployment. and consequently their
cormchition s nodesignificant. By contsst, the puitters of nise amd fall for senious
orimee and diviorce (Figure 1560 and senous ormes andd ex-nuptial bidh (Figare §57)
ane kargely similar, and their comrelations are significant. Because they change in 4
similar manmer, s posséhle thar there is a ciusal relationship botween them

1.55 Unemployment ond Serious Crime 1903-1993
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1.56 Divorce and Serious Crime 1894 -1993
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1.57 Ex-nuptial Birth and Serious Crime 1903 -1993
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Correltions Betwween violent and seoous ool andd changes in age and sex
distributions across the century were Townsd not 1o be significant. Any inflheehoe of
these fuctors was overridden by othiers which were more mportant. Cormelations
Ietween viokent and semous orimes and snemployment across the contuary were alss
found 10 be ponesignificans, despite what might be thought 10 be 3 Jogical
wonnection. Indesd, reference w0 Figure |55 reveals that when anemploymesnt was
Al i highest for the comtury, in the penod of the Greal Depression of the | 930s, crime
rates remabned gt thads bowest These thive commondy mooted Eactors therefonme G
ol conired orimie cates in Ausiralia inoany oufor way

By contrast, a whale series of indicatons of the culture of reproduction show
significant correbations wiih crime rles, spnchmnous, and aleo dme-fapsed, when
the children exposed o tese changes of culture bave become yvoung adulls, Thee
worredation between divoe amd serious crme mles in the decades THH o 1991 =
u stanhng 0.9 (p=< (01} The comelation of divorce with violent crime is significent ot
the 5 bevel If the effect of divorce on children g they mamire s a factor, we would
eapect higher corrclations with come mies one and two decades Ber. The
sorredntion between divoree rate and senous crime e 8 decade bater rises 1o 0096,
andd that with vioklent crimse tses (o 08G, hoth significant st the 00 Tevel AL twio
dhsvades time Lapee, assonciatons betwieen divorie and both serious and violent crine

are Al hoth highly significant

Anincreasing presence of mothers nthe workdoree i likely 10 mean bess energy
o dhevote to the gusdince amnd education of chifdren and kess supervision of alder
children in out-af-school hours. Cme might therefore expaoct 1o find 2 nelationship
hetween the percentage of females in the worldone: and onme mtes. The correlation
hatwesesn perventage of female employment and sencus cnimee mites in the decodes
TS by D998 dx 000, sipgmificaest @1 the 00 bevel, That weitl veodem crime & just shon
of mignificance, bt the corelatons of femabe epployment with homicide, mumder
and gapwe any signibicant. The comelation with all violent crime bevomes signelicant
twir devades later, suggesting o more severe uopact on younger childen By
somirst, the contelations of serous and viokat crime with male smployment over
the samie penod arc regative, <0 43 and -0 488 respectively, Therse correlations are not
high enough 1o be sgndicant, bt nevertheless suggest that the higher male
emplinament is, the foer s serious crime, while the higher fensle crnplimmient is,
ihe Bfgher ks serious orime:.

Ex-nuptial Isirihy (Figare 1151 combipes two possibly scherse efficts on
parenting = ex-muptial binhs are freguently binhs o young mothen, and they mply
the ahaence in most cases of e Dlabsgca] iher, and parenting overkoad (o the
imsother. The percentage of ex-muptial hirths corrcdates significantly with both senoos
wiud wigdonl crime At uoth ome and e decades ume lapee, and] more strongly than
s young matermal age alone. But o abao cormebites. significantly with contempo-
fary cmime. This is probably o sign that the: sceee ypes of pooe socidisation sl
produce crime in malkes produce cx-ouptial it in females. Ex-nuptal bath may be,
like crime, an outcome of poor socialisation, gs well 50 0 canse
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The Centre for Idependent Stvidies

Prisonces

Because of changes in sendencing policy, the numbers of prisoners in gaol are

comsidered 10 reflect thoonies of crime prevention as much s crune rates
Figure 1.58 shows the impriscnment rste i Australia (the number of prisoners
mibd-year per ball million population) Ffrom 1894 o 1993 I shows the Familiar U-
shaped curve of our onme mabes, with the difference that the lughest rte of
imprisoranent for the confuly oocum al the beginning of the time span (whesn crime
rates were considenably lower than today).  After levelling out between 1913 and
1952 a1 a third of the starting Mgoare, there is a sow rise Oweith a slight decline between
1973 aml 19830, By 1992 the level had resched o linle over half that at the beginming
af the century

1.58 Prison Population 1894 - 1992

rate per S00.00 population
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Cleady, rates of imprisonment have nit kept pace with increases in ithe crime
fate This is best exemplified by looking a1 rtos of prisonens 1o crime numibsers
Figure 159 shows the mtios of prisonems to setious crime convictions from 1894 1o
IP08, The ratic Fedl fran 1894 10 1943 This means that fewer convictions were being
frunished by saprisonment and‘or prison sendences were shoner, over the period
This may have resulted froma higher percentage of comvienons beaing for kess senous
crimen in this ponod . From 196374, the ratio lell away again, despite the fact that this
is the: periogd of marked nse of violent and property orime convictions in the higher
vourts, that is, of oo sencus orisne, fegposibion of Deriorimenl St e T
doeewer ive § 9020F than in 14

Besose crame comviction rates b the last mvo decadess have had o be
estimated, it i impossible o el whether the Fall in inprisonment rates represents
greater lenjency in udges or increased inabdlity of police 1o cateh culprits and obtain
vomvictions, Nevertheless, the relationslup of crinwe mies W mprisonment would
seem contrary to the fregquently expressed view that pumshenent via imprisonment
% pot effective in reducing crime, Palling mites of unpriscnment have been
aceompanied by rsing rales of crime.

1.59 Imprisonment for Serious Crime 1894 - 1992/3

prisonet:convichon ratios
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The Cenvire for Inalependent Studis

for wiolent crime s probably of greater concern o the public
than imprisonment for crimes agains property. The ratio of prisoners (0 viokn
crimess could only be calculated weng all prisoners regandless of offence (because
& breakdown by offence is not eiven in the Vear Boolet. Figure 160 shows the long-
term trend of this indicator. There was a fall froom o ratio of 14 in 1894 o about 7
in 1914, then a rise above 15 in the pud-cenniry followed by 3 decline to about 3
i 19U This pepeesents 4 Fall Froom abaout ten person yemrs of imgdisodment ey
violent crime commiitted in 1903 w0 an averge of about theee years in 1990573,
suggesting a kesser occurrence al the longer sentences generadly el 1o be nevessary
fowr viokent cremes (nof the average length of sentence per violent crime, unce
impriscnment for non-violent cnme had 0 be inchded in the ratio). As with lital
serious crimes, we canndt be sure how much of this change is due to leniency in
sentencing and how much (o lower conviction mies, hat it is wnlikely 0 be entirely
the latter, The effect, s regards failure of deterrence and of protecton of the pulidic,
= likely 1o be much the same in either case

1.60 Imprisonment for Violent Crime 1894 - 1993
prisonarconvickon rofios
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Police

The innovation explicen in Roben Peels police fosoe i Brtain in the nineteenth
cenfury wis prevention of oime by sorvelllinde before the event, rather than
detection and punbhment aftierwands. The ubiquity of polive vations and police
officers on the beal was an essential pan of this strategy An obndous requirement for
swcesaful prevenbion via surveillance is an sdequate propotion of police, not only
tos terrain andd population, bt also o the potential and sctual incdence of crime for
thar place and period

The Vesarr Sl pevovides figures of the mumber of polive officers in Ausralia, and
of the ratics of podice (o population in tenms af persons in the populabion per police
officer. 1F crime rbes are stable, this s an appropriste means of monitoring how well
the police force = being mamtsined, b f crime mtes inerease markedly. so will
poshoe durses in rermis of detection and the processes of conviction, leaving less tifme
lor preventive surveillance 'What is an adequate polive force in conditions of low
crime rates will bevome quite madeguate in conditions of escalating crieme

Fggure 101 mransforms the Yeor Book gunes of police owmben Iom 1903 1o
1994 ntos our sedected fonmust of rate per half millon popidaton. Beaning i mand our
knowledge of the fall i crime rates in e firs all of the century, followed by g rise
in the second, one can see that, 58 logc would demand, thens is generally o fall in
the racso of police 1o population in the fimt pan of e contery, fellowed by o rise in

1.61 Police:Population Ratios 1894 - 1993

cfficers per 500,00 populstion
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the second hall, whach escalstes froam 1964 in apparent keeping with (he escalation
in serious crime rates in the same penod. The mumber of police officers per S00,000
population has doubled between it lowest point in 1923 and 1993 (597 10 1.183)

Nevertheless, these lggures do not show whether the rse in officer numbers is
spproprate o the tise i the crime rate, nlerms of leaving adeguole tme for
prevention. Time speat on esch crime committed, in terins of Follow-up, means time
withdrawn from survedlance dutes In particular, we can assome that esch onime
comvictinn represents 4 lage smount of officer worktiowe. In Figares 162 and 1 63,
officer mumsbern are presented as rtics, Aol 10 population. bl 16 total serous crime

1.62 Police:Crime Rotios 1894 -1993
oHicats/convictian for serious crime

B N T TE e D 1 IEDE SETR YRR T
Spurco:Vasr Books
1.63 Police:Crime Rotios 1894 -1993
afficars/conviction for violent crime

i.
i.
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convictions and o convictions for violent orme. These: Gigures desnonstrate tha the
rise in ratio of officers (o populaton has completely Biled t compensate for the rise
in orimie rales of recent decades.

Theere is a rise in police serious crime ratios (rom 1894 10 1913, coinciding with
(and perhaps partially achieving) the fall in all senous crime over that period,
fosllowred by o fall 10 turn of the century levels by 1943, in parallel with the concumment
rise in serious crime rale. Thereafter the ratio nses agein in 1952, co-incident s@th s
slight Fall in the senous crime mbe, bui then dops steeply, and again drops in the
wlerache o 1993, Simdbaely, the ratio of officers o violent orimes rose s viokent onom:
rates fell 1o mid-century, then fell in the period of increasing violent crime, with the
rtio firally Fallimg Delonw that at the i of the century 10 the last decade, in Bce ol
the sudden rise of vitlen! crme

The correlation wetween the matio of officen senious crime and senous cnme
rate s both high and negative (0 83, pe 001) - the lower the numbser of officen, per
serious crme, the higher the serious orime mte. As police numben become
increasingly inadeguate o hamdle thee jols which conlfronts them, crime mtes nse.
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Overview

A common pantern in the social indicators here presented, which were created
moatly in the nineteenth century as significam for the social welfane of citizens, has
been of 3 slow bur steady development in a given direction in the st half of the
century, and of 4 marked change cither of direction or gradient, ofien with rapid
sovelerstion, not far inko the secomd halfl of the century, with mostly no sign of
irmerrupthon of this changed development as the last decade of the century b
reached

Thas the population mose steadaly until close to mid-century; then esoalated
upwards. The percentage of Australians of Brtish cultural origin rose very slowly.
then fell comparatively rapidly. The percentage of Australuns aged less than 15 fell
steadily; then rose, then fell, both at a faster mte than before. The percentage of
Chinstians fell slowly; then more pidly

The mamage rte, though fluctuatmg, showed an opsand tmjectory, then
plummeted. The percentage mamied mse seadily, then Battened. The peroentage
divoroed rose showdy but steadily; then [aster and finally cscalated. The percentage
marrying ol young ages rose steadily, then escalated upwards and suddenty
phemmeted. The birthrate fucniated wildly bt with a marked downwand trajeaiony.
then setthed o @ goeper fall without fluctuation. Fenmility rates fell; then rose and
fell and levelled. The percentage of berths o young fathers and mothers rose very
sbewly: then shot up and, finally. plummeted. The percentage of ex-nuptial hirths fell
slowly, then rose rapidly and finally escalated

The depenadent popualation, young plus old, fell stesdily; then, with fhuchuations,
rine o bevond s onginal lewl Deathis by suicide fell slowly (with some
fluchations), then rose sharply, fell and mee again The perventage of the
population al school rose slowly and steadily, thin escalated upwands and finally
levelled, The pupilteacher ratio fell slowly, then plumnmeted and finally levelled
The percentage of university students rose showly, then rmpldly, as dad scademic stalf
nmbsers

We may differ, on ethical, ideologieal, socwlogioal or econcmic grownds, ds (o
whether vanous of these changes of direction are good, bad o indifferent. One may
view rising divorce and ex-nuptial barths as indicators of liberation frosm social and
sexiiad oppeession; another, as siers of 2 Joss of ethical standards; ancther, as causes
oif oot 1o the taxpayer; and another, simply as indices of the development of  post-
industralism. Thene is possably les deagreement as 1o whether incncases in propenty
and violent crime are good of had developmenis for society. If we genenlly agree
that increasing crume rales are ot benefclal, then the comclations betwieen the
changes of ditvction in these social faciors and rising cnme suggest that we should
loak o the policies, practices and bolicls, shaeie we can identfy (hem, which
prccipitaied, encimsniged and suppomed these precipatating woiors of change
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If crimis wnd Biealth are our Best outcoino measmaies, hen e fatluee indicared 6
thie fearemser 18 matched by extraordinary siccess in the latter. The Story of health over
thie last century i one of slmost unbroken sucoess. Lile expectancy for both men and
women has risen almost continuously across the century, maintaining its slope
upwards even in the lafer decades of excalating vrime. Thene have been pemstent
dowrmaards trencds in desth rates ot all sges, except the oldest group of 6% and over.
Perinatal and infunt mortality have fullen steadily (apan from 3 hevel penod o the
1970 for thee former) and mudemel] desth has edeced (o the dlmost pon-existent,

Infection has dissppeared as & major covse of death, o be replaced by the
muaturnl causes of ol wge - hean disease and cancer, Death from extermnal couses such
as violenoe, poisoning and mobor velicle socident have contired o Ball through the
decades of increasing cnme, no douht due pantly o the ncreasing abdity of the
el profession o bring people back from the pws of death. Mogor falls in all
these areas, the cadses of death within medical control, oocured after mid. century
Oy suicade, which is langely outside miedical conirol, has not shown this pattern of
sustamnied decline

Infevtrs diseases have imoreased only where medical solutions have been
chiscarded. For exsmple, where the medical solution of inoculation has been
rejectind, we hove a resurgence of whoopong cough Medicine has continued 1 e
surcessiul bevause it has, on the whole, remaimed fasthiul (o the soientific methods
developed in the late nimeisenth and early twenticth conminies, methods widach
reuine recognition of hiologioal inflexibalities. and adherence 1o practices. which
reguilate the action of natural forces. Perhaps there s 0 lesson in this for our
understinding of social practices also.
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SECTION TWO
CULTURE, SPORT AND LEISURE

Leisure at Home

ne indicator of relutive prosperity and quality of life s the amount of lewsare,
or tme free of work and attendance 1o the pocessities of life, available 1o
peaple. In genenl, the amount of lelsore time availalile his increased

sgnificantly in the lav generation of e

In 1592 the Australian Burean of Statistics conducted a time use survey with time
allocated 10 ten categories: pakd work, domestic, child care, purchasing, penonal

tincluding sleeping), education, commumity, social, scove lelsure and passive
beimuie.

For a spedial repon on home keisure, varous activities were selected from three
of the major categories. These consisted of the passive letsure activibes (such as
reading and waiching TV), home-based active leisure activities (hobbies, gamees and
ihe like) and some home-based social activities sich as having visitors. This
Foundd that 95% of people iged over 15 paticipiled in some form of home leisine
activity on an average day, The participants averaged neady Fous hours per day on
home ledsure activities, with those above the age of 44 reporing more leisure time
than dhidd those n the 1544 age group, as shown n Figure 2.1

2.1 Home Leisure 1992
average hours per doy

Sourea: Austmlion Bumssy of Siatetes Avstrailan Social Trandy 1004
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Main Leisure Activities
The: figures on main leisure activities shown in Figure 2.2 are based on three of the
ten categories, namely social life and entertainment, active leisure and passive

leisure. This is & wider range of activities than those described as home leisure and
sa the two figures are not directly compamble. Not surprsingly, TV watching
dominates the leisure time of most Australians, taking up two hours per day for males
and an hour and a half for femabes.  After TV viewing came soclalising, fodlowed by
relaxing, thinking. cic, then spont or other outdoor activities, reading, and talking,
inchuding use of the ielephone

1 showld be noted tha these are average figures. Those who pamicipate in
specific sctivities such as computer games spend some hours per day on that activity
but these people represent such a small proportion of the sample thar computer
pamies is near the bottom of the list on average tme spent

2.2 Main Leisure/Cultural Activities 1992
average lime spent per day

™ Sociafising Reslaxing Sporteic Reading  Talking

Source: Astralan Bursaiu of Siatietics, Culturel Trancds m Austoria Mo 108 Surdadoal Cheansew | 1G5

74



Sraty oF e Mamon

Television

As alresdy noted, lebevisson walching ahsorbs the major part of the lesune Gme of
Australians and the pemctration of televiseon acts into Australian homes i= wirtually
iotal, The (then) Ausralian Broadcasting Trbanal commissioned research in 1992
whiich revesibed that o kess then 990 of Australisn homes had o TV set and 60% had
e [han one

The survey asked which calegones of programs were viewed “with full
aflention’, As can be seen in Figure 23, news had the highest rating, followed by
current affalrs, documentanies, movies and serals

2.3 TV Watching with Full Atention

TH1111

Boures, Austradian Broadcasing Aulhcrity, Living eih Telswvieose
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Viewing Patierns

The Niclsen organisation maintains 3 continuing coverige of TV viewing behaviour
throughout Austrilia with “preople meters installed in 2 sample of 3,600 households
This is claimed o he representative of the 6§ million households and 18 million
people n Australis. It is also cabmed o be mome accurate than the diary-hased
method of estimating viewing thme used by the ABS 1o collect the figures reported
above  This & reflected in a larger average viewing time per day (over 3 houn
comparcd with less than 2 hours reponed by the ABS) The statlstics which follow are
derived from the Nieksen sampling,

*  Daily average viewing time was unchanged from 1991 10 1994 in all age groups
reported,

1994 Daily Weekly (approx.)
All Peoplhe Shrs | Zmins 22 hrs
Chdidiren 5-12 Zhrs  ABmins 15
Teens 1317 2ht  A3mins 15hs
People 16-24 Zhr  $3mins 18hn
Prople 25-94 Shr  (Basin Z2hurs
Peophe 55+ dhr  22mins Sy

*  On average, aboul o thind of people ar viewing televinon hetween the hour
of §:00 pm and 12.00 midnight throughout the year

*  The most popular viewing hours are 700 10 800 pm, when the ol averge
viewing is about 43% of people (Figure 24}

= Sunday iy e most populsr day for TV viewing.

2.4 TV Viewing throughout the Day

6
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Clriladren s View fng

¢ Children spend about 19 bours a wesk i front of T

. The peak viewing psstiod hor viessing by children aged 5-12 is between 700 and
B pm fear baoth weskdays and weekends Iru.pln- 250

2.5 Children's Viewing 1994

% sample

f-fam Biwm  10-Vem 13ipm pm 4Spm  B7pm 8o 10-Yipm

Sourcn: Mwslsen, TV Trends 1855

Ari ALH Mo & all € Sydmey Marmislg Nevaidd, 1T7/49%) idecated thal

= Pour ond of every ten adull viewem, o another mésmbser of the houwsehold, had
o 8 I:p.'ri:,.- restrict the wiewing bbbtz of chibldren

- Soumee T2 of siewers befieved thut there was excesaive violence on TV



The Centre for Independent Studies

Film and Cinema

Despite prediciions that the cinena wioubd not recover from the challenge of TV, the
film inchustry has mone than held i own in competition with TV in recent years. This
iz reflected in the number of screens avallable and, more significantly, in anendance
The following statktice have been provided by the Motion Picture  Distribution
Associanon of Australia

Cinema Screens  (Figare 2.6)

There has been o trend i recent pears towands multi-soreen cinema complexes
Conseuently, the increase in the pumber of soreens has not been matched by an
increase in the number of separie buildings housing the soreens

T8
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Cinema Altendances
Figure 27 shows that cinema abiendances have increased every year from 19584 o
1M, more than doubling cver that period

27 Cinema AHendances 1984 -1994

1005 pesicarch Fnclinges

= Tim 10 people claimed o have boen o the meovies i the last 12 montha
= Cher hall claimed (o hove Been o the mosaes in the lasn 3 montfs
= Ower a third clapaed o have been o the movies in the last 4 weeks

® Cinema-going s incasesed ool age proaps, especially among thaose ageid
Between 25 and 34 vears

*  More poopls e poing mone ireguicnitly
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Ages of Auwlicoces

The vinkngees Ape-ErOUR are Over Il'r.ill"l:’,‘l’.lll.“d i cinema aodemoes, us E’I.}gurl:' 4H
shows, il in meoem years the peortan ol Celcher A UL {45+) ur:lrn.d.m}:
parernman has imncreased

2.8 Age of Film Audiences 1994

181y 134 -0 Fiaw Bl
A [y

e

Souron Aumtralion Borsaw of Sindedcs, Cuffirsl Trends n Ausirsie Mo ¢ A Stefintics! Dvensew 1505

Social Stams of Avdiences

People with higher stanes (on education and employment ndicators) end o be
over-represented in cliema audiences, as shown by Flgure L5

2.9 Sodo-economic Status of Audiences 1994

based on education, work and income

111
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The Social and Cultural Effects of Television and Film

There can hardly be any quesson that both elevision snd flms have given immense
pleasure, entenainment, and instruction 1o hundeeds of millions, snd moden e
withot them would be greatly impoveristed in many ways Yet thete are many who
deplore their effects in supplanting established forms of social interacton, and in
supposedly lowenng sesahetic snd ontical stapdards in drama and the ans; g5 thene
an many, dso, who blame Oims and televison for the desdening of hamane
sentiment and sandards of decency through excessive violence, the colebration of
sexial loenoe, distraction from cdocational offort, and the implicn dismissal of a2
variety of moral norms.

Thete is no general agreement about the criteria of measurement that should be
achopied in assessing the halance for good or il or how such owasunes, f agreed,
ican bo neliobly applicd. Psychis-social 1ests of vanious kinds have (o fact been ased
tir show connections heteeen ilm and television watchung and the frequency of | for
ecxample, ageresion in childmen, with some eesults indicating that there s 3 posative
relationship, Others argoe that television, in pamicular, s mplicated in indocing
individhoal passivity, reduced social inferactivity, and the weithdrawal of energies from
a variety of civic engagements o the privacy of the living mom and the TV screen

Chilldren and Television

Concern s regquently expressed abwiut the effects of ielevison watcheng on chadeen,
ard whether o confribates to increased wodence  and el Bxity, or whiether it
disturbs them: emotionally. Beyvond the strong intuition of most people that so
porwerful o medaum, and the legitdmating wnpac of i culural authonty, must have
vonsctuences in shoping the stiiodes of the voung, these ane difficull questions to
anwer scientifically and conchmively, and beyond the seope of this hook. However,
studics by the Australian Broadeasting Authority of childresy's view ing behaviour snd
PEACTRROS Jive s some insghis

*  Some 62% of the chillren sunveyed claimed o wateh belevision every day, and
7% waidd they watc hed most days bt pot every day

*  Parental and adull niles about watchmg wlevision were ropomed by 8% of
children.

*  Owver half the childnen sunveyed indicated that, on occasion, they had sopped
walching a program Docause samething upset them (6% of girks and 4% of
Py ),

*  The type of viokence shown lagely influenced the way children reacted Half
viaimed they liked to walch progerams that ame soion-packed wath fights, guns
iﬂl.lﬂr-.luiﬁ:Mﬁﬂlﬂdﬂu‘ydﬂmﬂ“ﬁrmdﬂwﬂmmrhﬂdﬂ

being hun or ‘whacked', aml 3 maponty did not like 1o see programs where
animals werne hun or killed
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Sport

The impomance of sport in the Australion way of life and as an element of national
wrll-being needs no emphasis. The Australian Bureay of Statistios. conducted a
series af surveys in 19934 1o estimale how many people were involved i fosmal
pproria, thal i, in organised competitions

The surveys founc that 554 of men and 23 of women played sport in 1993
As might e expecied, the proponion of the population engaged in spart declines
ity ape, although thery s handly any change i the rate of paricipation from the
4554 age group o the 65 age group

2.11 Participation in Sport 1993-94
proporfion who played formal sport

% of paaphe

Gounce Australinn Busesg of Statislcs, Ausivailen Scesel Thands 1004
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The pattern of spoming pamcipation (s very similar across the states. The male
participation mte i bigh in the Nomhern Territory and the somewhat lower
participation rate of females in NSW drugs down the national average for females 1o
a level below sl the other sates except South Australia

“. paogle

ﬂmuummmﬂm

Bowre: Ausmalian Byreau of Siastics, Ausinalian Social Trends 1RES
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Figures 213 and 214 show the most popular sports for malkes and females. Goll has
over 380,000 players, followed by nethall and tennis, esch near 300,000 A relatively
revent surge of intensst in basketball is reflected in figure for men's baskethall which
has overnaken tennis and dean level with AFL football

2.13 Men Playing Sport 1993 - 1994

Picusands of playees
e B 8 E R B %

Gource Austmlian ureay of Sintaticn, Austaiar Sooal Tresds TS

2.14 Women Playing Sport 1993 - 1994

Hwmmareis of pliyers
s ¥ 8§ 8 R }% }

Whal Tewnis Gof Thed Bowls Sy Mockey Fir Crat Cril  AFL

Eourem Auuirskan Duresu ol Stalisics, Ausrabiet Socad Trands 1995
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Attendance at Selected Recreational and Cultaral
Venues and Activities

Some commentators claim that the image of Australian culiure being domnated by
playing and waiching spon is no longer scourate.  They paint 10 the moreasing
popularty of educational, amistic and cultural venues such as ant galleries and
poadseurms.  [nterest b these msttens s reflecied in the establishenent of the National
Culture and Recreation Undt in the Australiaon Baresu of Statistics.  This unit
conducted § national survey in 199% with the results appearing in Atesdance af
Surlec i Cralural Vierties

The main features of the repon are:

*  During the 12 months 10 the end of March 1995 a wtal of 11.7 million peophe

or almost 83% of the populstion aged 15 years or more had been 60 ot beast one
of the venues and sctivities suneyed,

*  Cinema had the highest attendance with 87 million people (62% of the
popukation)
*  Females had a higher participation rate than did males

*  People with o university degree had the highest panticipation rite of those who
were no longer at school



STATE O THE Naraon

Figures 2. 1% and 216 indecate the rates of anendsnce 51 vafous setivited. Node that
ahsolute numbers are much higher in Figure 216 Table 21 provides fTurther
information on aflendance 31 music and performang ams ovents by people indiffecent
Apr proips

2.15 Artendance ot Cultural Venuas 1994 - 1995
peoople ond porficipation

hakaurm Caltary Cipmre Thoaim Dance M
W

Source;, Australion Burosy of Siabwkce. Ajsdaien Socie Trenads 1095

2.16 Artendancs at Cultural Venues 1994 - 1995
people and parficipation

Ansndance (milllans]
paricipatian rate [%)

Libsrmery fos Pop Music
-
Source: Austrafian Buresu of Statiston, Acstafen Socisl Trands 1009
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Music and the Performing Arts

As noted in the previous section, popular moske concerts Sitract mone people than
any other type of perfformance. In 19945 some 26% of the population aged 1% and
over (4.8 million) attended & popular misic concen ot least once in the year

Table 2.1
Proportion of People Attending Selected Types
of Performances 1994 - 1995

fyra) Muic Theatrs

% ] 4 4 %
15-2.4 43 19 20 " &
2544 10 18 7 " 7
4554 20 24 \7 10 0
LT ] 15 g & i
Takal i % [.3 1a -]

Seyrce Austraban Bursay of Slatsics ANsnoancd &f Salechmd Cufurm Fisooes
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SECTION THREE

ECONOMIC INDICATORS

he ultimate test of a nation's economic performance (s the individual well-

being of s people and the wsealth (broadly defined) of is ctizens and

households, With the ride of the state as an agent of redistribution of wealth,
and as the provider of an increasing range of services and goods, the spending and
taxing activities af government have increasingly influenced economic peformance
and individual bives, As the mle of the state bas groen, so has the lssue of the division
ol comnirol beteeen govemment and taxpayen. When the state takes contnol of more
of the income that people eam, thewr capadity o pursue thelr oWmn intorests in their
own way i ciminished. This has imponant implications for individual well-being
and the maintenance of a thaving and oreative chvic culture

We here provide some selected indicaton of the scope of grvemment action

and national economilc pedormance under three headings: Government Expendi-
ture; Inflation. Taxation and Eaxrmings: and Labour Market and Employment.

ol
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Government Expenditure

The figures in this section show how an incressed rute of sate spending has
outstripped the rate of growth of the economy and also the mate of increase in
tevenue The results are an incressing share of Gross Domestic Product (see
definition below) devoted to government activity, and also & major, and relatively
fecent, increase in public debt

In the absence of effective matitutional constraints on governmend activity, a
belief that the government can deliver good social outcomes if suffickent resources
are allocated is naturally going 1o lead (o increasing government activity (as there is
always mare "good' 1o be done). The desire for the benefits of government lurgesse
outstrips the willingness 1o pay for it, hence the tendency for outlays to increase
faster than revenues

3.1 Public Sector Outlays and Receipts 1950 - 1993
per cant to GDP

Source: ALK, Foster, Apstrafian Economes Sufascs, 184550 o 1954-55, Pesens Bank of Ausiralia
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Public Sector Outlays and Receipis

The upward tends for outlays and receipts in Figure 3.1 reflect the fact that
government revenue and expenditure have grown faster than the economy and have
consequently increased as a propostion of GDP. The same tendency is shown in
Figure 34 Outlsys have generlly exceeded receipts, with the difference being
made up by borrowing either at home o abyood (see Figuse 3.3)

Growih in Real Government Expenditure per Head

Figure 3.2 further illustrates the trend shown in Figure 3 1, with govermnment use of
rosouroes growing faster than the economy and the population, after adjusting for
inflason. Investment in infrastrocture per besd has remalned refatively satc n
contrast with the incressed expenditure on goods and services (mostly services),
prensbons and beniefis

3.2 Growth in Recl Government 1961 - 1995
Expanditure per Head

IS EE SN
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Net Foreign Liabilitics

Figure 3 3 shows the trend foe bormowing by government {official Habilities) and the
private sector (non-official liabilities), The break in the lioe af 1990 meflects a move

from asseddanent of labilities at book value (o assessmient @ maiket value

Since 17HH, Australia has been o consistend net impoer of investment capital,
Largely fimanced by borromtngs of sale of assets. Since the carly 19808, Australia’s wae
of imported capital has grown faster than the economy, thus increasing the matio of
foreign labilities lo GDP. Since 1991, the povernment contribmition o the tofal mel
lishilities has increased while the private sector component has declined,

If borrowed capital is used for wealth-producng assets, then a rise in debt is ot
in itself, a major problem. For this reason, concems about foreign osnership ane best
tackled by encouraging higher rates of saving (10 generate more investment capital
from domesiic sounes)

Pubilic sector borrowings are more of a policy issue than are privale sector

borrowings because the former ane obligations imposed on axpayers regandicss of
their desires. In addition, public ssoor bormowings are nol sulsec 1o the discipline
of posmible bankruptcy which applies o the privale sector

3.3 Net Foreign Liabilities 1950 - 1995
per cent to GDP
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Comparative Growth of Real GDP, Outlays and Taxes Per Head

Figure 34 surmmanises some of the mformation in the previous figures and shows
poverament expenditure (and tax revenue) almost rpling per petson while the size
of the economy (GDP) has only doubled per pemon, after allowing for inflation.

Whatever benefits arise from public expenditure, there b a tendency for the
margin of benefit to diminish us the level of taxation and expendture nses. The
social cost of taxation rises as es rise dui to;

*  Increasing compliance costs for mxpayen and enterprise
= Increasing edministrative costs for govemment.

* Reduced incentives for effon and enterprise,

-

Lomvensd exonomic activity as increased costs and lowered income make
Peoenlial Fanaaciions Uneconomic

Accordingly, the benefits of cach extru unit of expenditure tend 1o fall as
expenditure rives. A revent study by the Intemational Monetary Fund suggests that
the benefit of funher expenditure can fail W moich B3 cost onee government
expendituie nses above between 200 10 A% of GDP. Figure 3.1 shows thai
Australian government expenditure was well above 40% of GDP during the 1980s
and has lseen shove 30 since the mid 19008

3.4 Comparative Growth of Real GDP,
Outlays and Taxes per Head 1941 - 1995
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The Centry for Irdeperrident Stuigies
Inflation, Taxation and Earnings

The figures in this sedion show why the combination of inflation and taxation policy
has created problems for savings and wealth creation in recent decades

Inflation may be defined 35 3 general mse in the price of goods and services; or
as 3 sitpation where money i relatively plentiful in relation o the supply of goods
and services so that their prices are deven upwands. Inflation & thus 8 "'monetary’
phenomenaon, where the amount of durrency in clroulation i8 ‘excessive” and loans
are readily available, Tt is a ax’ on the holding of money, which loses value relative
o gpoods and services

Figure 3.5 shows the history of infllaton in Australia as measueed by percentage
changes in consumer prices since 1950, The sudden nise in 1951 reflects the huge
incrense in wool prices during the Korean War, the sudden increase in wewlth as a
result and the nse in prices as demand for goods suddenly increased . Inflation then
subsided afer this shock until the 19708 when high rates of inflation became
entrenched for the next 20 years before being brought under control in recent years,

Under 3 progressive Gomton sysem (sech as we have in Australia) and
inflationary conditions, nominal [money) incomes fse to miaich increasing prices,
bt the axpayer moves into a higher tax bracket. Inflation can then be a kind of tax

magnifier, and thus, although nominal womes may be higher, actual purchasing

i 5 - .
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Saate oF Tee Natos

Inflation is therefomn: one of the reasons for the growth of pemsonal income ax
as o percentage of GDP shown in Figure 3.6, More generally, inflation has i variety
of malign effects upon the goonomy such as:

*  Distorting investment towands assets such as real estate, pwellery and antigues
ihat reman “stores of value

= Anmcking the value of savings.

= Making hormowing more rational than saving.

= Tending o bnpuvedal thoss on fixed incomes,

Growth in revenue in excess of economic growth (e above) has boeen largely
financed through growth in personal income ax. Figure 36 shows that personal
incomi @x has doubled in propodtion o GDP since 1960, even after the fall from
19587, which is panly a reflection of recession

3.6 Commonwealth Taxetion 1950 - 1995
par cent to GOP

1950 1065 1000 1045 1670 1TSS 1880 1085 1900 1068

Gource: FA. Fosior, Austreisn Econome SIRISECS, 100-50 i 1854-05, Fesere Bark of Supssrala
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The Cemtre for Iadependent Stulies

Haies of Personal Income Tax

The two lower lines in Figure 3.7 show that personal income tax mose faster than
hotsehold inoothe and average weckly camings until the late 19680s. The periodic
cuts in marginal @xes (shown by the upper line) have still ieft les on average
earnings at very high levels by pre-1965 standards. As Iong as government spending
conlinues (o rise faster than the economy or personal incomes there will be pressure
for sncreased taxation (or bomowing)

3.7 Rates of Personal Income Tax 1950 - 1995

Souees: ALA, Foses, Auafraian Eopnomio Sraisece, 10050 o 1 004-05, Rassrve Bank of Austrans




StaTr OF THE Nation

Threshold for Top Marginal Tax Rate

Figure 3.8 shows thait in 1950 if was nicessary (o carn twenly mes average weekly

ERrnAgEs to irct the 1o mangina we mte. By 199% the top maigdnal i fate cabhe
Into effect at less than twice the avermge weekly camings wage.

Because this rend reduces the proportion of eamings in the wage camer's
hands, it also reduces the incentive for additional work o efforn al relatively low
levels of earnings. Additionalby, il increases e artractiveness of @x minkmisation
scchermnes and so divens resources from wealth creation and productive employment
Eor (X muruinisation.

3.8 Threshold for Top Marginal Tax Rete 1950 - 1995
matio o averoge male woges

Sourte: FLA. Foster, Australien Economsc Statsics, 184350 io 159405, Resenoe Barck of Ausimaiia



The Contre for Insdependent Strusties

Wage Rates

Figure 3.9 shows that average money wages have risen steadily since 1950 Although
this partly nflects a real increase i natlonal wealth, i also reflects the menely
nominal incredase in wage mees that followed inflation (see the commenis on Pigun:
i

Averuge female eamings are still nit gs high as male sverage camings bovause

*  Males arc more likely 1o be n full-ame work.
*  Males are mone likely 1o b in jobs with higher fsk premiums.

*  Maks have, on svemge, higher educational qualifications (though this s
hanging

*  Makes have, on overage, longer cxperence in the workfone (this 5 also
vhanging)

1.9 Wage Rates
dellars: log scole

Gource: ALA. Fouled, Ausirmisn Eoonome Snbsbon, 186500 ko FRdd-55 Ronerve Sark of Austrade
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STATE OF Tl N TN

Average Weekly Barnings and Consumer Price Index

Ax show in Figure 310 from 1955 o 1975 average camings increased faster than
inflation, leading o rising real average incomes. The two have tended o mosve in line
since 1975, with some periods of declining real wages in the late 19808, & period
whdch also saw h..l“h- ‘El“[hll.l’!,l'ﬁ“"nl Hrl:_mTh

3.10 Average Weekly Earnings and
Consumer Price Index 1950- 1995

per cent change
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Ther Cenatre for Irapendend Stuies

Labour Market and Employment

Labour Force by Age

The latsour foroe conasts of emphoyed people plus those scvely lookung for work
Figrure 3.11 showes that young sdults are less represented in the abour foroe due to

increased partcipathon ineducatbon sinee the 19708 (as described in Section T of this
hook)l. The: figure also sthees an effect of early retireement in the 55-04 age group, and
shifts in other age groups largely driven by an increase in labour force particpation
by woamen

3.11 Lebour Force by Age 1965 - 1995
per cent of okl
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Participation Rates by Sex

The labour force participation rate s the percentage of the population 15 or over
wha are in the labour force, that is, employed or looking for work. Among the
reasons for absence from the labour force ane

*  Retircment
*  Engagement in child mising, housekeeping or education.
*  Ceasing o kok for work,

The most significant line in Figure 312 s that which shows that marmed
women have more than doghled their particpation mte sence 1964 (25% 10 55%)
During that time the paricipation rate of men has declined from B4% o 734

3.12 Participation Rate by Sex 1964 - 1995
par cant
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Soutce: ALA Foster, Australlan Economic Stadstics 1849-57 o 1994-25 Beasrvs Bank of Australin
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The Centre for ndepondent Studies

Employment to Population Ratios by Age: Males

Falling teenage full-time employment and increased cardy ntirement are notceable
(in Figure 3,15 from the significant decline in 1519 and 5%+ panmicipation rates
Howwver, there has been a genenl decline in the make employment 1o population

ratio, meflecting rising unemployment.

3.13 Employment to Population Ratios
by Age: Males 1966 - 1995
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Employment to Population Ratios by Age: Females
The general increase in female paricipation has lesd W rising female employnem,

us seen in Figure 3. 14, However, dedining teenage employment is once again clesr
Employment raies hove nol increased as much o5 pamicipation; lesding o rising
female unemployment gs well Dthowgh not as high s for males).

3.14 Employment to Population Ratios
by Age: Females 1966 - 1995
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The Zembre for inslependent Stiadies

Shares of Employment

The rising impornance of female employment has meant an increasing female share
of total employment, as shown in Figures .15 and 3.16. This has been panticularly
noticeahle in the nae of pat-tine employment. The growing imporance of service
industrics has fostered increased use of part-time employment, whech has risen
miwsch faster than full-ume employment. The increased use of casual labour, as a way
of escaping some of the regulatory restrictions in the labour market and o allow
more fexible use of labour, has also encouraged pan-time employment

3.15 Shares of Employment: Male 1964 - 1995
per cent of total employment

Sowre: ALA, Foster, Ausfralian Economic Stalisfics. TB4B-50 i 7485, Reserss Dank of Austrails

3. 16 Shares of Employmaent: All Parttime and Female
1964 - 1995

per cont of total employment

Source. FLA Fostes, Ausiralien Ecoromic Statistics, |545-50 o 1954-8% Resarve Bank of Austwis
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Srary o THE Baton

Employment by lndustry

The decreising imporance of manufacturing employment in the latter pan of this

contury paralels the full in agriculunl emplovment duning the industrial revobation
A Increased use of capital (through sutomation, et} leads o greater manufacturing
productivity per wiorker and thenedfore o smaller manufactunng workforoe, the
servive industries haove gromm in importinee a5 employen - pamiculoly finanoe,
recTeabion and commirdty servioes

Some of the lines in Figure 3 17 are broken dee 10 changes of definition in 1985

3.17 Employment by Industry 1964 - 1995
per cent ol total employment

H‘H.!ﬁh-"'m“ﬂh*-’mn—lh_-*m

=

- L] L [ i ] I i | Lo i
- iy L s ] —— B o
ey

——— o Co— e — m-

Source: LA Foster, Aushafen Scongmic Statificn, TS50 fo 1RG5, Feserye Bank of Ausirlis

1G7



The Centre for fnclopendent Studies

Unemployment Rates by Sex

Figure 3 18 illustrates the poor functioning of the Australian labour murket since the
eardy 19708, The demand lor lbour has Fiked 0 keep pace with supply, kading o
rising unemployment. Sevenl contnbuling faciors can he identified:

Wage levels that, in the case of unskitled workem i parcular, are above the
level wheete the supply of labour matches demand for labour,

Thie huigghy beewel el pon-weage costs which aikd 10 the: cost of labour These include

worker's compensation and olher insumnces, superanniaion contibweions,
spectal dllowances, e

Limited scope for fexhility in negotialing wages and conditions.

Increased risk in hiding sixff due o soch regulatory burdens as andfaie dismissal
procredings and employer lishiliy for employee actions.

Costs of compliance with mogulstory demands such as affirmative action
programimies and feponing.

Mizmatches between skills posvesssd and skills meguinsd. Changing industry
structure means that incentives 1o imvest in new skills are particularky important
Australan labour market strochaees, with namowly defined award categones
and limited ‘skill premivms’ impose Aggdities which inhibit such imvestment.

3.18 Unemployment Rates by Sex 1964 - 1995
per cent of labour force

Sourca F A Foated, Ausiraien Econome Shadimkcs. 750 0 1 904-85, Ressrve Bans of Ayl
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Thy Cenitre for Independent Stuclios
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