
r 

ll^DICA TORS ^^9 

A ^ 

Soil/van . Jennifer 

^ ° ' e y � He/en Hogh, 



SrMe OF THe NATION 

INDICATORS OF A CHANGING AUSTRALIA 

Lucy Sullivan 

Barry Maley 

Jennifer Buckingham 

Helen Hughes 

I H I i 1 \ I H I 1 I I K 

l.NDliPENDENT 

S T I I D I E S 



OF THe N^TlON 
INDICATORS OF A CHANGING AUSTRALIA 

Lucy Sullivan 
Barry Maley 

Jennifer Buckingham 
Helen Hughes 

m i N T R F F « > R 

INDEPENDENT 

S T I I 1) I I- s 

�111 



Published August 1999 bv 

The Centre for Independent Studies Limited 

P O Box 92, St Leonards, N S W 1590 

L-mai l : cis@cis.oi^..-iu 

Website: ht tp: / /w\j iw.cis .ot)».au 

s i - \pn vs<-,l m ihi- piihiu .itn m- . i l ' l lu- < i iirrc tnr Inil<. |x-luk lu Si iulu s 

are those o f the authors and do n<jt necessarily reflect the views t j f the Centre's 

staff. Advisers. Directors or officers. 

National Library o f Australia 

Cataloguing-in-Publication D;ita: 

State o f the Nation: Indicators of a (Changing Australia 

New cd. 

Includes index. 

I S B N 1 86432 041 9 

I . Australia - Social conditi»>ns - 20th century - Statistics. 2. Australia -

Politics and government - 20th century Statistics. 3. Australia -

Kconomic conditiims - 20th century - Statistics. 1. Sull ivan, Lucy. , 1939-

I I . Centre for Independent studies (Australia). 

301.0994 

©1999 The Centre for Independent Studies 

Cover and book design by Heng-Chai L i m 

Printed by Aiken Press, Smithfleld, NSW. 

Typeset in Garamond 1 Ip t . 



Introduction 

About the Authors 

Acknowledgements 

page 

IX 

x i 

x i 

l ' \ R I I : T H r . S O C I A L F A B R I C 

Section 1: Popula t ion 

Population increase 

Indigenous population 

Inunigraiion 

Religion 

Age and sex distribution 

Scct i f jn 2: Mar r i ages , Bi r ths and Divorces 

NLirriagc rate 

Age at marriage 

Ceremonies 

Cohabitat ion 

Bir th rate 

Maternal age 

Ex-nupt ia l births 

Adopt ion 

Marital status 

Divorce 

I 'amily structure 

Sole parents 

Section 3: Dea ths 

L i f e expectancy 

Death rates 

Infant health 

Causes o f death 

Suicide rates 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

13 

13 

1 1 

15 

17 

1') 

20 

22 

23 

24 

26 

29 

29 

�̂ 1 

36 

39 

42 

Section 4: H e a l t h and D r u g s 

Infectious diseases 

Health care 

Psychoactive drugs 

Legal drugs 

Il l ici t drugs 

47 

r 

4') 

53 

56 

59 

cniilinued oi rrleaj 



C o n t e n t s (cf>nt.) 

Section 5: E d u c a t i o n 

Schi>ol students 

Pupils per teacher 

Retention rates 

Sch«K>l costs 

ILducational outcomes 

Tertiary education 

6 3 

6 3 

64 

6 3 

67 

68 

7 1 

Section 6; C r i m e and Jus t i ce 

Cr ime rates 

Expla in ing rising crime 

Prisoners 

Juvenile crime 

Police 

73 

73 

83 

87 

91 

92 

O v c r \ ' i c w of the S«>cial F a b r i c 95 

PAR I I I : L E I S U R E , C U L T U R E A N D S P O R T 

Sectif)n 7: L e i s u r e , Cul tu re and Sport 

leisure time and activities 

Television 

F i l m and cinema 

Cultural event attendances 

Sp(»rt 

Information Technology 

C i v i l society 

97 

101 

105 

107 

109 

111 

114 

P \ R T I I I : E C O N O M I C I N D I C A T O R S 

Section 8: 

Index 

Economy 115 

CJniss domestic pniduct 119 

Foreign liabilities 121 

Imports and exports 122 

Inflation 124 

(iovcrnment expenditure 126 

Taxat ion 128 

Labour force 131 

Bankruptcies 133 

[�'arm s 134 

Trade unions 135 

I'^mployment 136 

learnings 140 

141 

V I 



TAKING ^ CHILDREN -fe SERIOUSLY. 

In 1994 the Centre tor Independent Studies embarked on a pn>gramme of research 

entitled Tak ing Children Seriously, directed by i'.lS Senior Fellow Barry Maley. At 

the heart o f this program is the present and future well-being o f children. T h i s 

revised and updated version of the first .S'fa/e of the Nation, published in 1997, arises 

from work carried out under the programme. 

Ma jo r supporters of Phase 2 of the 

Taking Children Seriously 

p rogrammc include: 

A n d r e w T h y n e R e i d Char i table T r u s t 

D a m e E l i s a b e t h Murdoch , A . C . , D . B . E . 

D a v i d I . D a r l i n g 

J . O . F a i r f a x , A . O . 

M c D o n a l d ' s Aust ra l ia L i m i t e d 

P h i l i p Morr i s Corporate Services I n c . 

XTncent F a i r f a x F a m i l y Founda t ion 



I N T F O P U 6 T 1 0 N 

A I I he first cditmn <}( .S/„�,',� '// !hc \,i/ion. in shdwcJ iii graphs and statiMics. 

I with accompanying commentaries, how much Australia had changed from 

JL the Australia of 100 years ago, or .SO years ago, or even 2S years ago. In I ' ) ' ' ' ) , 

on the eve o f a new millemum. this second edition reveals ctmtinuing, even 

accelerating, change — sometimes for the better, sometimes for the worse. 

In this revised and substantially expanded editi<in. we have iK-en able to use new 

and extensive data from the most recent census of I'Wr) which were not available m 

199" .̂ T o this we have added a variety of axent data fr»)m several othc-r sources. As 

lx:ture, all <»f the figures and tables are accompanied by commentaries which draw 

attention to significant feamres and, where appropriate, attempt to explam underlying 

causes of irencls and their implicarions. 

.\lan\ of the figures from the previous publication have been updated with the 

most recent statistics available at the time of publishing. Where no new information 

was available, the figure from the first edition is not repeated in this volume. In 

some cases, new material and the series of figures illustrating it cover relatively 

short time periods because the dex elopments concerned (for example, in information 

technology) are so recent that only a short series is obtainable. 

The first eilition of Slale oj the Niilion was very well received as fulfilling the 

need for a publicarion that brought together, in ime volume, statisrical evidence and 

informed commentary on the major aspects of society anti the economy. This new 

State of the Xation is a more comprehensive, contemporary editii>n that is iiselul 

either alone or in accompaniment with the original. (Many of the numbers will 

appear different, as the figures are now per lfM),(K)0 population rather than per half 

million). One of the major differences in the current edition is the expansi«m ol the 

economy section, reflecting an increasing community awareness of the mie of the 

economy in society. The economy sccuon is intende<l to pnivide a clear; concise 

overview of the main economic indicators and their wider implications. 

T h e usefulness o f a publication such as Slate of Ihe Nation consists in the 

ci>ntribution it can make to reliably informed public debate of social issues and 

government policy and, more generally, as a source of reliable information on a 

host o f subjects of intrinsic interest to the general reader as well as to those with a 

professi«>nal or scholarly purpose, such as academics, students. |ournalists. p)litieians, 

and many others. 

T h e decision to prepare and publish Stale of the Xation arose out of the work 

which the Centre for Independent Studies has done in gathering essential and 

background data over several years as part of its continuing "Taking Children 

Seriously' programme of research ami publication. It will 1)L seen that much ot the 

material in the present edition, such as data on marriage, divorce, school cducarion. 

juvenile crime, and so on, is clf)sely related to issues affecring the well-being ol 

children, which is the primary focus of the Tak ing (Children Seriously' programme. 
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STATF. 1 * 1HK NAHON 

S E C T I O N 1: 
POPULATION 

Throughout the century. Australia has sought to increase its population. Australia 

was a ' small country ' at mid-century, but in the last f i f ty years the population has 

gn)wn to exceed that o f many European nations, over a period when the populations 

of many >X'estern nations have remained steady or declined. 

In Figure 1.1, it can be seen that the Australian popularion increased by a factor o f 

S I X between 1894 and 1998. T h e growth rate was comparatively low and steady 

from 1894 to 1943, when expansion by natural increase was the favoured pobcy, 

and promotion o f immigration, from Great Britain, was moderate and intermittent. 

In the immediate f>ost-\Xorld War I I period, strategies for population increase shifted 

to immigration, and population increase assumed a steeper gradient, which was 

sustained for the succeeding five decades. 

T h e birthrate figures (see also Figure 2.5) for the same period exhibit an overall 

downward trend. Marked dips occur in the recession of the first decade of the century 

and the Great Depressif>n o f the 1930s (indicating an adjusimeni o f population to 

economic adversi ty), with recoveries thereafter despite the general decline. T h e 

constant gradient o f population increase masks a decrease in the contribution ot 

natural increase, w i th an increase in that o f immigration, from the period o f the 

1970s through the 1990s. 

1.1 A U S T R A L I A N P O P U L A T I O N 1894-1998 

4000 

- 3200 o 

1894 1903 1913 1923 1933 1943 1953 1963 1973 1983 1993 1998 

populallon (LHS) � birth rale (RHS) 

Source: Yearbooks ( A B S Cat. 1301.0) 
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Figure 1.2 shou s the percentage incre.iscs m population f rom l9~2/ '^3 ro 1998 

by natural increase and by immigration. T h e tu-elve months o f 1988/89 had the 

highest rate o f immigration this century, «>utstripping natural increase. 

In the decade 1989 to 1998, ihc .Australian population increased by 11.5%. T h e 

contribution o f natural increase rose to a peak o f 80% o f net increase in 199.3 but 

fell back ro 5 3 % o f net increase in 1998. Thus the contribution o f immigration to 

net population growth was n>ughly equal to that o f natural increase in 1998. 

1.2 P O P U L A T I O N I N C R E A S E 1973-1998 

natural increase, nel migration and total 

1972/73 1981/B3 1988/9 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 

natural increase nel migration 

Source: Yearbooks Cat.1301.0) 

Australian Demographic .V/a//V//V/(ABS Cat. 3101.0) 



STATV OI- NAnoN 

Indigenous Populat ion 

Figure 1.3 presents the Year Book record of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

populaticm since Federation. There is considerable uncertainty about the figures 

throughout. T h e early figures vary between enumerated and estimated sources, 

resulting in large Huctuations, and there are sometimes references to unrecorded 

numbers 'outside the influence of Eurtipeans'. Af ter 1961, the distinction between 

' ful l-blood' and 'half-caste' Aboriginals ceases, and from 1971 the numbers include 

unregulated numbers o f persons who are less than half .Aboriginal (that is, primarily 

o f non-indigenous race), depending on self-nominauon. 

The large increases over the last two decades arc explained by ihe .'\usiraiian Bureau 

of Statistics as being a consequence of the increasing prevalence of persons identifying 

themselves as indigenous on Census forms, rather than as natural increase. T h i s 

new willingness i<t be identified as indigenous may be related to a change in social 

opportunities and/or changes in the wording of the Census question. In particular, 

the words 'race' and 'racial ' were replaced in the 1996 Census by the word 'origins' 

Thus the fall in .'\bt)riginal population in the first half of the century, and its rise in 

the second, should be construed as representing first, increasing racial intermarriage, 

and then the eliminadon o f this influence on record-keeping, rather than as a decline 

in reproduction and /or survival, followed by regeneration. 

1.3 A B O R I G I N A L & T O R R E S S T R A I T I S L A N D E R 

P O P U L A T I O N 1901-1996 

400 000 

350 000 

300 000 

200 000 

i r , ( i 01 HI 

100 000 

50 000 

1901 1911 1924 1934 1944 1947 1961 1971 1981 1991 1996 

' cas'e 

Source: Yearbooks {ABS Cat. 1301.0) 
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Immigration & Multiculturalism 

The overseas-bom popidadon in Australia was at its lowest at 10% in the 1940s. In 

the 1990's, the Australian population is still laigcly native-born with close to 80% 

of the population born in Australia throughout this decade. Whi le 2 1 % of the 

population in 1996 were bom overseas, antither 19"/(. of the population were second-

generation Australians (ie. their parents were born overseas) making 4()'!'ii of the 

national population either first- or second-generation Australians. 

Figure 1.4 shows that while the proportion of the population born overseas has not 

changed markedly, the United Kingdom-born component o f this population has 

decreased from just over 70% in 1933 to less than .30% in 1998. From 1911 to 1947, 

over 9 5 % o f the populauon were born in Australia, New Zealand or Bri ta in . T h e 

figure in 1998 was 72%. 

In 1997, 13% o f the population were born in Europe or the former U S S R , while 

5% were b o m in Nor th Asia , South Asia and South Fas t Asia combined. People 

born in the .Middle E-Last and North .Africa accounted for 1"'" of the population. 

1.4 O V E R S E A S B O R N P O P U L A T I O N 1911-1998 

per cent ol total Australian population tx>m overseas and 

the proportion of these l5om in the UK (1981-1998 - UK & Ireland) 

1911 1933 1947 1954 1961 1971 1981 1991 1998 

I per cent ot lolal population bom overseas proportion of oversaa8-t>om population bom in UK 

Source: Anslralian Demographic Sta/is/us {ABS Cat . 1301.0) 
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In the year 1997/98 , settler arrivals totalled 77,327. New Zealand, Europe and 

the United K ingdom together comprised almost half of the settler arrivals in 

1997-98. A study by the Centre for Population and Urban Research at Monash 

University has shown that Although 20% of settlers in 1997/98 were New Zealand 

cit izens, the proport ion o f these people who were N e w Zealand-born has 

decreased significandy fn )m almost 90% in 1991 to 76% in 1998 (the figure at 

which it has been stable for several years). Under migration arrangements with 

Austral ia , N e w Zealand citizens are free to live and work in Austral ia . 

.Australians have among the most tolerant altitudes to migrants in the world, 

according to the International Social Survey Program. One of the most common 

arguments against multi-culturalism is a perceived loss o f national and cultural 

identity, but Australians ranked the importance to national identity of birthplace 

lower than 19 of the 24 countries sur\'eyed, instead emphasising the importance of 

sharing the national dominant reUgion. and ranking religion lower in importance 

than onlv 9 other countries. 

1.5 S E T T L E R A R R I V A L S 1 9 9 7 / 9 8 

by country ol ongin 

CW & SIh America 

1% 

Middle Easl & N Africa 
7% 

New Zealand 

20% 

Alnca(exci N Africa) 

8% 

W Al i r l i u . , 

Oceanin 

NE Asm 

UK & Ireland 

13% 

SE Asia 
12% 

Europe (incl Ibrmar USSR) 

12% 

Source: Department o f Immigration and Multicultural Af fa i r s 
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R e l i g i o n 

Fijjure 1.6 shows self-reported religious affiliation in the census f rom 1901 to 1996. 

Approxitnately 70% o f Australians in 1996 regarded themselves as (Christians. T h i s 

represents a considerahic fall (from 96%) since ihc turn o f the ccntun,-. but is still a 

laige majority. 

Recent immigration has resulted in an increase in the absolute numbers o f persons 

practising non-Christian religions. Non-Christian religions comprised 1.4% o f the 

population in 1901, fell to less than 1 % by 1971, and rose again to reach 3.5% in 

1996. However, the major factors influencing the decline o f Christianity are the 

declaration o f 'no religion' and nt)n-statemcnt o f religion. These , combined, in 

1996, repre'sented 26% o f Australians, compared to 2.S°/» in 191)1. 

1.6 RELIGION 1901-1996 

per cent attiliation 

1901 1911 1921 1933 1947 1954 1961 1971 1981 1991 1996 

W ChrtoHan WNon-Cnn»lian reUgjun H NO reHgUn Not slalsd 

Source: Yttirbooks{,\^'^i'.:\x. 1.301.0) 
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Age 

Fijjurc 1.7 shows the median age of the Aiistrahan p«ipulation from 1901 to 1998. 

Median age is slightly different from mean or average age, and is the middle value in 

the array o f ages o f the population, half the populati()n bein^ \ounger and half 

older. I n 1901, the median age o f Australians uas 22.5; thus close to half of the 

Australian population \\ ere minors, the age of majority being then 21. By 1921, the 

median age had risen to nearly 26, and in 1947 it was just over 31). The lowered birth 

rate during the Cireat Depression and the loss of voung lives in World War I I 

accelerated this rise, which nevertheless was fairly constant acn>ss the half century. 

T h e |>ost-war babv boom is reflected in a fall in median age to 29.4 in 1961 and 2~.3 

(the 193()s level) in 1971. Thereafter, the median age climbs again to reach 34.6 years 

in 1998, the highest point in the century, reflecting both a fall in the birth rate and 

a marked rise in l i fe expectancy over the period. 

1.7 MEDIAN AGE OF POPULATION 1901-1998 

c 
ra 

36 

:',2 

30 

20 

1-

1901 1921 1933 1947 1961 1971 1981 1991 1 

Source: Yearbooks {ABS Cm. 1301.0) 

Population Pn>jections(ABSC.»t. .3222.0) 



The Crnlre for Indtprndenl SIndies 

The "ageing of the population", shown in Figure 1.8, is due to a combination 

o f decl ining fer t i l i ty rates and r is ing l i fe expectancy together wi th adult 

immigration in the last ha l f o f the century. T h e propor t i«)n o f Australians aged 

65 years or more increased from 4% in 1901 to 8% in 1948, and to 12% in 1998. 

T h e Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population, however, has a very different 

age structure, with 4(1% less than 15 years old, and only 3% 65 years or cjlder in 

1997. 

1.8 POPULATION AGE DISTRTOUTION 1901-1998 
per cent of population aged less than 15 years & more than 64 years 

40 

35 

30 

25 

?0 
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10 
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less than 15 years more than 64 years 

S<jurce: Auslrtilian Social Trends[IKSS Cat. 4102.0) 
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Sex 

Figure 1.9 shows the percentage o f the Australian population which was female 

from 1901 to 1998. F o r most o f the period, males have outnumbered females. In 

1901. 47 .6% o f the population was female and .S2.4% male, making a disparity of 

4.8%. T h e percentage o f females reached between 4 9 % and 50% in the I92()s and 

remained at that level for six decades, with females finally just outnumbering males 

in the decades o f the 19811s and 1990s. 

1.9 S E X DISTRIBUTION of T H E POPULATION 1901-1998 

1901 1911 1921 1933 1947 1954 1961 1971 1983 1993 1998 

Source: Yearbooks{\BSCat.\m.O) 

Auslralian Demographic S la/is/:cs(\BS Cat. 101.0) 
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STATE OF THK NATION 

S E C T I O N 2 : 

MARRIAGES, BIRTHS & DIVORCE 

MarrioKC Rate 

In all Mx ictics. mamage is the pr in i iple Mx ial rcgulalor of r e p n K l u i l i o n . It e.vi.sLs Ixxh as a 

rite and as a social status, but above all as a specie> of s anc t ion . Il stabilisc-.s both sexual 

congress and parenting. It represents a web of ritual, sexuality, and biological and S<K lal 

reprodutlion. as well as an evonomicenterpri.se which fomis a l>a.sic cell ot the economics 

ofilie whole s<K iel\ Mamage pn)viiles the s<x ial and eionomii security for the raising ol 

infants to maturity and the fulfilling of their material ncxxls. 

Figure 2.1 shows the annual numlx-r of marriages in .Australia at approximately dei-.ii.le 

intervals from 1901 to 199". and the marriage rale (per |(K).(«Hi populalion) over the 

s;ime period The steady rise in the number of marriages up to I 'W nusks large fluilualions 

in the marriage rate, largely in response to economic condition-s. Tlie figure lor 1903 Ls 

included lo indicate a .self-regulaiing effeci in the adju.stmeni of population to economic 

adversity. That year m;irked the end of the most severe drought on rtvor<l and this is 

refiecied in a fall in lioth llie marriage rate and in the actual number of marriages, which 

u a-. lollowcil by a fall in the niimlxTof binhs. anti binliraie. in the following year. l90-> 

Similar declines <Kcurred in the Great IX-pression ;uid in the recession o f 1963 Since the 

19~0s. a coinbinatii>n (»f legal, .social and economic faclors ha% e contributed to a man T f-'" 

in the marriage rate which has continued now acrovs ihrcv tlecaik---

2.1 BflARRIAGES 1901-1997 
annual number and rate 

1200 

100000 

BOOOO 

60000 

40000 

1901 1903 1914 1923 1933 1944 1953 1963 1973 1983 1993 1997 

number (LHS) rate (RHS) 

.Source. Marriages ami nUvrces. (AllSCai. 3310.0) 
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Ihi- CiiUivforhukfx'iulviil Studies 

The flallening of the numlx^r <>1 marriagc-s in the IWOs h;i.s Ix-iome. in the 199(.)s. a 

ililiriiif dcilintv In 1997, the niimix.T of marriancs was Ic.s.s than the number in 1973. 

when the Austniiian population wa.s some 4.5 million |XTs<m.s fewer. 

.\ge al Marriage 

Tlie fall and then tlie rise in tlie age of marriage aen >ss liie century i.s refleaed in ilie marriage 

figures. Figuiv 2.2 .shows the averagi- < )r iiKxlian i aiu )nlin>{ to availalMlity litMn olficial statistics) 

age at marriage of men atxl women in l'.X)l anclfnmi UM3io 1W~ lliLs Ls forall marri;iges. 

not ju.st first marriages. The figure would Ix- pushed upwards by high rates of divorce or 

\\ idowlnxxl. follow ed l>y remairiaxe. in any [XTicxl. Tlie average iiK-dian age of marriage for 

men was 29 in 19(13 and a-maitK-tl v > in 19 »3 and l̂ >53, IhcTe-after it fell to reach a century's 

low of 23 in 1974, then rose again to reach 29.7 in 1997. The picture is similar for women 

The average age at marriage in 19()3 was 25, and it remained at tliLs level in 1943 and 1953. 

fell to its lowest point of 21 in 19~ i, then rose lo exc eed Us uini of ihe century level, 

reaching 27.5 in 1W~. 

2.2 AVERAGE/MEDIAN A G E at MARRIAGE 1901-1997 

29 
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Source: Yearbooks {\\iS CM. 1301.0) 
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STATK OF THE NATION 

Matriufge Ceremonies 

In the past 3<' years, increasing numlu-rs ol coupk-s has c c host-n to he married \i\ a civil 

tdfhrant I'rom I'X)8to 196"̂ . close to or more of couples were married in a religious 

ceremony by a memlxTof the clergy, but in 199''. lhi.s had dot lined to just over St r ^ This 

dramatic shift in the preferred type of ntarriage ceremony surpasses the iiicreast- in the 

number of Australians idcntif\ ing themselves as having no religious alfilialion. I'an < >! the 

increased prc-ferenie for civil ceremonies may rc-sull fr(»m the i i\ ll tvremoin hav ing been 

allowed out < )f the registry office into scenic settings. 

2.3 MARRIAGES by MINISTERS of RELIGION and CIVIL CELEBRANTS 
per cent of all marriages 

1908 1917 1927 1937 1947 1957 1967 1977 1987 1997 

I : Minister C e i e D M i i ' 

Source: Mcimu,i>es (niel Dimrces. (ABS Cat. 3310.0) 
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(Cohabitation 

Bi'iw cen 19 ' anti I W , ihe pcTceniage of couples cohiibiiing Ix-fore marriage rose from 

25%K)b'S%. This suggestsa major .shift in s<Kial aitiaides to the regulaiion of ivl.iin )ns 

Tlie increasing luiiiilKTof ex-nupiial binhs lode facto couples retlects iliis ivvolulion (sc-e 

Figure 2.9). The .Aiisirali.in Bureau of Sutisiics luis given its sane lion to this development 

by ceasing to distinxuish m;irnixl and de failo ctHjples. altliough the two calegoiies are still 

distingui.shed elsewhere (the latter comprises alxuii lOiii of the total). 

2.4 COUPLES COHABITING B E F O R E MARRIAGE 
per cent of all married couples 

1977 1992 

Sourcxf: MarrUtfiesandl)in,rces (.AB.SCat. 3310.0) 

1997 
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S I \ I I OI nu. N vnoN 

Birth Rate 

I'igure 2.5 shows the crude birth rate (live births per 100,000 population) at decade 

intervals from 1894 to 1997. With a rising population throughout the period, the 

number o f births wi l l rise even i f the birth rate remains steady. Hence rate is a more 

useful indicator o f reproductive change. 

Between 1894 and 1997, the birth rate almost halved from 2523 to 1.379 births per 

I0l),(l(Vl population. Over the centur\-, there has been a general fall in the birth rate, 

and there are four perioils when there were falls in the absolute number ot births. 

These tails in birth numbers mark the economic depressions in the first decade ot 

the century and in the 1930s, and the high unemployment rates in the early 1980s 

and 1990s. A straight fine drawn fr«>m 1894 to 1997 shows the data points for birth 

rates varying quite close to it on either side ( i f we ignore the maj«)r resp<)nses to 

economic recessions in 1903 and 1933) suggcsung a generally consistent decline 

over the century. T h e arrival o f safe and easy birth control in the 1960s and of 

abortion in the 1970s appears to have had little impact on the overall pattern. 

The annual birth rates for 1987 to 1997 show that although there was an decrease 

over the decade, the birth rate stabilised in early 1990s in conjunction with a large 

decrease in immigration. Renewed levels of immigration were- followed by a renewed 

decrease, despite economic improvement. The withdrawal of tax exemptions for 

average income families since the mid 1980s may also be contributing to the decline. 

2.5 BIRTHS 1894-1997 
annual numtjer and rate per 100.000 population 
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T1-X' Ccnln-fDrliukfxtuU^it SliuJws 

I-crtlUty 

Figure 2.6 shows fertility- in terms of the numlx;r of children [XT marriage (in the years 

1902-03.1914 and 19.33) and average numlx-rof children per woman in her lifetime (for the 

years 1929 to 1997), The fixures indicate a decline in feniliiy fnim llie l>c'ginning of ihe 

century, a revival with the posi-war kiby lxK>ni la-stlng into tlie 1960s, then another decline. 

Zen> ix)pulation growth by naairal itHrease arrived IxTween 1974 and 1977. 

The annual fenility ratc-s tor the peritxl IVH"" to 199~ show a decrease «)verall, although, as 

Willi hinh rates, peaks occurred in 1990 and 1992, The fertility rate for 1997 marks a low for 

the century with an average ot below 1.8 children per woman. 

2.6 F E R T I L I T Y of WOMEN 1902-1997 
average children m lifetime 
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Source: )rtvr/xx>fa(ABSCat. 1301.0) 

liirths. Australia ( .NBS Cat. 3301.0) 
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STATV OK THK NATION 

Materna l Age 

Figure 2.7 shows the percentage o f births U ) teenage mothers ami to women aged 

less than 25 years fn^m 1913 to 199^. Figure 2.2 shows that the average marriage age 

for women fell f rom 25 in the first half of the century, to a low o f 21 in the mid 

1970s, thereafter rising again to early-century levels. T h e ages of mothers giving 

birth show a similar, but not identical, pattern. 

Teenage births were about 5"/o of all hirihs (rom 1913 to 1953 (with the exception of 

a high rate o f 6.9% in 1933). T h e rate rose considerably in the I96()s and I97()s, 

passing 10% in 1974, but fell again to about 5"/.i in the l')')(is. births tt) mothers aged 

less than 25 show a similar pattern, rising markedly in the early 1960s and falling 

markedly by the 199()s to below levels early in the century. Thus what appears lo be 

a postponement of parenthood, i f the 1960s and 197()s are taken as the norm, largely 

represents a return to normality from the extremes of that decade. Nevertheless, 

although the percentage of teenage births fell only slightly between 1992 and 1997, 

the percentage o f mothers aged less than 25 fell to a level significantly below the 

previous low fo r the century — 2 2 % as compared with 28"/u in 1923. 

2.7 YOUNG MOTHERS 1913-1997 
per cent ol mothers aged less than 20 years, less than 25 years 

5 25 

1913 1923 1933 1944 1953 1963 1974 1983 1992 1997 

less than 20 less than 25 

Source: yeari>ooks(.\RSCAt. 1301.0) 

Bir/bs. Australia {A&S Cat. 3301.0) 
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The Centre for ladependtnl S Indies 

E x - N u p i i a l B i r ths 

Figure 2.8 shows cx-nuptial births in Australia as a percentage o f all births, f rom 

1903 to 1997. From 1903 to 1953, the cx-nuptial birth rate fell f rom 6% o f all births 

l o4% . In 1963, the percentage of ex-iiupcial l)irths had risen to approach the level at 

the beginning of the ccnturv-. Thereafter the percentage rose exponentially, reaching 

10% in 1972, 15% in 1982 and 24% in 1993. T h e number and percentage o f cx-

nuptial births has continued to rise throughout the 1990s, with 70,767 babies born 

out of wedlock in 1997, comprising 28% o f all births. 

T h e proportion o f cx-nuptial births to young mothers was much higher than the 

proportion o f all births in the 1990s. I n 1997, 16% o f ex-nuprial births were to 

mothers aged less than 20 and 47% were to mothers aged less than 25 years, which 

compares with 5% and 22%, respectively for all births. 

2.8 EX-NUPTIAL BIRTHS 1903-1997 
number and per cent ot all birltis 
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STKTT- Of TiiK NATION 

IkTween 1991 and 199S. the proportion of unmarried moiliers wiih partners at the iime 

ol the birth rose fn)m slij>hily less than half to slightly more than half. 

Ilie increase in ex-nuptial binhs in the B/Xls ihas ri-.sults from incTca.se in de-facto cimple 

parenting, rather than from an increase in single mothers wiihoui partners Nev i nlu lcvv, 

the |X-rcenta>ie of births la mtrthcTs w iihoui panners is twice the level in 1963 and three 

limes that ftjr 19S3. In l<Wi. 12'>o of births were lomoihers vvithoiil panners, and 14% were 

lo de fact* > couples. 

2.9 RELATIONSHIP STATUS of MOTHERS 1991-1995 
mamed, unmamed and unparlnered 
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The Crittrr /or Independent Studies 

Adoptions 

Tlie total number of adoptions has decreased dramaticallv over the past three decades, 

declining from a peak o f 9798 in 1971-72 to 709 in 1996-97. O f the latter, 25% were 

adoptions by relatives. T h e peak in 1971 72 corresponds with the steep rise in the 

cx-nuptial birth rate that occurred before the introduction of the sole-parent pension 

and the campaign against adoption. 

The .'\ustralian Institute o f Health and Welfare report. Adoptions Australia (1998), 

suggests that the decline is due to a combination o f the availability o f effective birth 

control, more government and community support for single parents, access to 

alternative reproductive technology' such as I V F , changes to the legislation relating 

to adoption by relatives, and the introduction of permanent guardianship legal orders. 

High rates of abortion cast doubt on the first factor, and use o f I V F does not reflect 

a decrease in the demand by would-be adoptive parents. 

-Adoption as a solution to illegitimacy had a fairly short career. I t began on a large 

scale only in the 1920s, with facilitating legislation - reflecting the medical approach 

of those years, which did not value parental ties, seen also in the provisions of the 

time for 'stolen children' and refugee children. T h e present situation can be seen as 

a return tt) normal respect for the natural ties o f parenthriod. 

2.10 ADOPTIONS 1969-1997 
total by t>otti relatives and non-relatives 
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STATE OF THÎ  NAOON 

Marital Slums 

Figure 2.11 shows the pertema}^- of IIK- total population who were i iirrentl> married, who 

liad never married, or who were divorced or widowed each decade fn>m 1901 lo 19'W. Al 

the Ixfginning of the c entur,, many more Australians were never man icxi than married, but 

by 191~ the (X-rcentages wea- approxiiii.iiel> ei|ual. and this condition lonlinuc-d llinxigii to 

tlx- 1990s. Tlie disparity in the percentages m tlie e:iriy years of the cxmmry e<«>ipan.-d w ith 

the present was in laige jvan due to the age profile of the population and age of marriage, 

with a much higher [xrc eniage of the [> )pulation falling Ix-U )w the nx-dian age of nurriage. 

or indeed marriageable age, than at present. Tlie ii.se within the last two dec ades in the 

pro|>onic)ii of the total population who are currently divorced and widowed is i>riiiiarily 

the result of divorc e. If we ccnnbine llie now ntirried and tin' di\ oaxti wickiwtxl |iopiilaiion. 

this new categor\' - an ever marric-d population - is greater than the never married 

population, in kc?eping with the trtnd since 1950. 

2.11 MARITAL STATUS 1901-1998 
per cent of 15* population now marned, never married and divorcediWidowed 

1901 1911 1921 1933 1947 1961 1971 1981 1992 1998 

now marned never marned divot ced/widowed 

.Sourc-e: Marriages and Dit>orces. (ABS Cat. 3310.0) 
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The C.entrt for Independinl Studies 

Divorce 

Figure 2.12 shows the divorce rate per 100,000 population using decade averages 

from the 1880s to the 1920s, and thereafter aimual rates at decade intervals. T h e 

divorce rate quadrupled in the last decade of the nineteenth century, then entered a 

period o f stabiUtv- followed by a steepening increase from the 1920s to the 1950s, a 

decUnc to the 1960s, a sharp rise fr<)m 1963 to 1973, and a massive rise to 1983. 

There was a decline in the mid-eighties, followed by a steady rise again thrtiughout 

the 1990s. T h e rate was about 2 per 100,000 population in the 1880s and 280 per 

100,000 population in the 1990s. 

The pattern o f these figures with their three major fits and starts, cannot be 

understood without refercncc to changes to the divorce law which mark the initiarion 

of changes o f divorce rate. T h e author of an early Year floo/fe commented that: 

T h e rapid increase in divorce during the period 1891-1900 occurred 

largely in New South Wales and Victoria where legislation passed 

respectively in 1899 and 1889 made the separati«>n o f the marriage ties 

comparatively easy. 

T h e VcAcTiA Matrimonial Causes Act / 9 ) 9-66, which came inttj operat i«m in 1961, 

replacing separate State and Territory legislation, again made divorce easier by the 

introduction o f new grounds without fault - separanon for five years. Fol lowing 

this major change, the divorce figures for 1973 show a doubling from 1963. T h e 

l aniily IMWACI 1975, which came into operation on 5 January- 1976, cased restrictions 

yet again, re-placing the 14 grounds o f the Matrimonial Causes Act with a single 

ground - 'irretrievable breakdown o f marriage', def ined as one year's separation, 

and this presaged the almost doubling again by 1983. 

2.12 DIVORCE RATE 1885-1997 
divorces per 100,000 population 
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STATV (H- nil NATKJN 

T h e n u m b e r o f d i v t u r c s r o s e m a s s i v e l y f r o m 16 , ( lO( i i n 1 9 7 3 t o 63,()(M» i n 1 9 7 6 . 

O b v i o u s l y , t h i s r i s e c o u l d n o t b e t h e r e s u l t o f t h e n e w e n c o u r a g e m e n t a f f o r d e d t o 

d i v o r c e b y t h e I'amily l ^ w Act, a s t h e o n e - y e a r w a i t i t r e q u i r e d h a d n o t y e t e l a p s e d . 

R a t h e r , it a - p a s t n t s p e n d i n g d i v o r c e s f n ) m che p r e v i o u s f o u r y e a r s , n o U m g e r required 

t o w a i t o u t a f i v e - y e a r t e m i o f s e p a r a t i o n . I f w e d i v i d e t h e e x c e s s b y f i v e , w e o b t a i n 

a f i g u r e o f 2 5 , 4 0 0 o r 1 8 0 p e r 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 p o p u l a t i o n , w h i c h sl«)ts i n t o a f a i r h ste; i< l \ 

u p w a r d t r e n d i n t h e t w o d e c a d e s f o l l o w i n g t h e i n i t i a l i n t r o d u c t i o n o f " n o f a u l t ' 

d i v o r c e i n 1 9 6 1 , w h i c h h a s s e t t l e d at a n e w , r a i s e d l e v e l i n t h e 1 9 9 0 s . 

D i v o r c e a n d C h i l d r e n 

I - i gu re 2 . 1 3 s h o w s t h e a v e r a g e n u m b e r o f c h i l d r e - n p e r d i v o r c e f r o m 1 9 4 7 to 1 9 9 7 . 

U n t i l t h e 1 9 7 0 s t h e a v e r a g e n u m b e r o f c h i l d r e n r o s e a n d f e l l w i t h t h e d i v o r c e r a t e , 

s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h e r i s e t o o k i n f a m i l i e s w i t h m o r e r a t h e r t h a n f e w e r c h i l d r e n ; b u t 

i n t h e 1 9 8 0 s a n d 1 9 9 ( ) s t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p d i s a p p e a r s . W h i l e t h e d i v o r c e r a t e w a s 

I o i i s i d e r a b l y h i g h e r i n 1 9 8 3 . t h e a v e r a g e n u m b e r o f c h i l d r e n w a s l o w e r , a n d w i t h 

t h e d i v o r c e r a t e f a i r l y s i m i l a r i n t h e e a r l y 1 9 9 0 s , i t f e l l a g a i n . T h i s l a t t e r p a t t e r n i s 

c o n s i s t e n t w i t h a d i m i n i s h e d d u r a t i o n o f m a r r i a g e i n t h e s e d e c a d e s , a n d a m a r k e d 

r i s e i n m o t h e r s ' a g e a t b i r t h o f f i r s t c h i l d . i c r o s s t h e s a m e p e r i o d f r o m 2 3 . ' ' y e a r s i n 

1 9 7 1 t o 2 9 i n 1 9 9 7 . I n 1 9 9 7 , t h e a v e r a g e n u m b e r o f c h i l d r e n h a d r i s e n s l i g h t l y , a n d 

t h e a c t u a l n u m b e r , c o n s i d e r a b l y , t o a b o v e .S( l , ( t ( i ( i . 

2 . 1 3 C H I L D R E N a n d D I V O R C E 1 9 4 7 - 1 9 9 7 

average children per divorce and total children affected 

number o l chi ldren 

1- - K , 

1947 1954 1961 1966 1972 1983 1987 1993 1997 

S t n i r c c : Yearbooks{MH^ C a t . 1 3 0 1 . 0 ) 

Marriag^es v!r D / V o n - c f ( A l i S C a t . 3 3 1 0 . 0 ) 
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llH-fAiilivJhr Intlfjxiuk-tit Stiulks 

F a m i l y S t r u c t u r e 

f i g u r e 2 .14 s h o w s i l u i i i h f p r o p o r t i o n o f a l l f a m i l i e s ( w h i c h i m l u d e s c o u p l e s w j i h o i i i 

c h i l d r c n M l i a i a r i - t o i i p l e f am i l i es w i t h i l e p e n d e n i d i i k l r e n l i a s d e c r e a s c - i l I r o m 4«" ' o in VPh 

I I I too^i i n 199"". O n e p a a ' n t f a m i l i e s i n c T e a s e d f r o m f ) . 5 % to 9 . 9 " > i il a l l f a m i l i e s a n d c o u p l e 

o n l y f a m i l i e s i n c r e a s e d f n n n 28%> Co 3 1 % o f a l l f a m i l i e s i n i h e s a m e p e r i o d . 

2 . 1 4 F A M I L Y T Y P E 1 9 7 6 - 1 9 9 6 

family type as a proportion of all families 
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S o u r c e : y ' t w r f e o o * ( A l l S C a t . 1 3 0 1 . 0 ) 
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Sisn- 11(1 N A T I O N 

C h i l d r e n a n d F a m i l i e s 

F i f ^ r c 2 . 1 5 SKDWS t h a t i n 1 9 9 7 , o f c h i l d r e n a g e d 0 - 1 7 y e a r s l i v i n g w i t h f a m i l i e s : 

� 7 4 % w e r e w i t h h o t h n a t u r a l p a r e n t s i n a n i n t a c t f a m i l y 

� 1 8 % w e r e i n o n e - p a r e n t f a m i l i e s 

� 8 % w e r e i n s t e p o r h i e n d e d f a m i l e s ( o f w h o m t h e m a j o r i t y w e r e w i t h o n e o f t h e i r 

n a t u r a l p a r e n t s ) 

I n s u m . t h e r e f o r e , a p p n ) x i m a t e l v 2 3 " <. o f c h i l d r e n w e r e l i v i n g a p a n f n ) m o n e n a t u r a l 

p a r e n t . 

2 . 1 5 C H I L D R E N a n d F A M I L I E S b y F A M I L Y T Y P E 1 9 9 7 

numbers ol children and families 
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S o u r c e : Childnn. Australia: A Social Report. ( A B S C a t . 4 1 1 9 . 0 ) 
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The CetUrvJurhukjM'iuletil Stiulk-s 

S o l e P a n - 1 l i s 

W e l f a r e p r o v i s i o n lor s i ng l e iiioiliers I x - g a n i n 1973 w i t h t h e inircKliulion of ilu- S i i p | ) o n i n x 

l*areni I k n e f a . T h i s a l s o Ixx.'iime ava i la l i l e n i the Lii^^i- n u n i I x T < JI d i \ x ) a x * d N \ i \ e s w i ih e h i k l r e n 

w h o r c c e i v e < l n o m a i n l e n a n c e . I t J I o w i n g I I K - i n t n x h i a i o n o f n i p i d n<>-faiili divorce i n 1975 . 

l - ig i ia* 1. U ) s h o w s the perxx-n tanes o f S o l e P-arent P e a s i o t v i ( t h e s u c c e s s o r o f t h e S u p p o n i n n 

Paren t l l e n e r i i ) ««>inK to di f ferc-ni a g e g r o u p s i n I W l , 1 9 9 3 . I W a n d 1 W ~ . 

A l l l K x i g h t h e uruige o f i h e S o l e P a r e n i | x a s K ) n c r that r ouse s niosi p u h l i c rescninK-ni Ls i l i a i 

o f the l i v n a g e u n m a r r i e d mo the r , it c a n Ixr s e e n tha i (»ti ly a s m a l l | ) n ) | X ) n i o n of t h i s m o n e y 

c a n poss f t i l y ^ i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n - l ess t h a n 5 % c4 s o l e p a r e n t s a r e i n t h i s a g e g n n i p . Y o u n g , 

s i n g l e m o t h e r s have I x -en c l c s c r i l x - d a s i n a m c - d to l l i e s t a t e ' , i l i a i is. t h e s t a t e , o r t h e l a x -

payer , d m High t he S o l e P a r e n i s PensKHi. | w n idc-s f i i i i inc i id ly for the r .as ing o f t h e s e c f i i l da -n . 

in p l a c e o f iheir f a t h e r s . A s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n h a s d e \ ' e l o p e c l w i i h the r a i s i n g of c h i l d r e n h y 

c l l vo rc i x l m o d i e r s finaiHc-cl a s m u c h b y the ,S<)le Pa ren t s PeasK m a s I ) \ i h e ch i l i l i c n s fai l ic rs, 

w h i c h h a s | x - r sLs ted d e s p i t e the i n t r c x l u c l i o n o f I I K - C^hild S u p p o r t S c h c f n e i n P X * ) 

I T x - high (x - rcentagc- of pensi<His g o i n g t o w<i im-n a g e d o v e r .3() i n d i c a t e s that t f ie c L i i m t l u t 

most w(inK-n s tay o n S o l e Pare nt P e n s i o n s tor . i ppn ) . \ imately 3 w a r s us pn)l>al>ly ntLslc-ading. 

a n d that m o s t w o m c - n r e t u r n to t x -ne f i i i l e [ x n c l e n c > - a f t e r s u c h b r c - a k s 

2 . 1 6 S O L E P A R E N T P E N S I O N S 1 9 9 1 - 1 9 9 7 

percentage o( recipients by age 

c 
a 
u 

o 
a 

1991 1993 1995 1997 

| a g « < 2 0 I ag* 20-29 [ J aga 30-39 � age 40> 
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Si An- <*� THI-. N A T I O N 

S E C T I O N 3: 
Dl iATHS 

L i f e E x p e c t a n c y 

L o n g e v i t y o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i s o n e o f t h e m o s t t e U i n g m a r k e r s o f i t s w e l l b e i n g . I t 

is u s u a l l y m e a s u r e d i n t e r m s o f l i f e e x p e c t a n c y a n d d e a t h r a t e s . B o t h a re e s t i m a t e s 

p i t c h e d b e t w e e n w h a t i s h a p p e n i n g n o w a n d w h a t t h i s i s l i k e l y t o m e a n f o r t h e 

f u t u r e . A l t h o u g h t h e y c a n n o t , i n f a c t , p r e d i c t t h e f u t u r e , a s t r e n d s t h e y a r e a b l e t o 

s h o w h o w l o n g e v i t y h a s i m p r o v e d ( o r d e c l i n e d ) . 

F i g u r e ."i. I s h o w s t h e d r a m a t i c r i s e i n l i f e e x p e c t a n c y i n t h e c e n t u r y f r o m t h e 1 8 9 0 s 

t o t h e 1 9 9 0 s . I n 1 8 9 5 , t h e a v e r a g e U f e e x p e c t a n c y f o r m a l e s a t b i r t h w a s 5 1 . 1 y e a r s , 

a n d f o r f e m a l e s , 5 4 . 7 ; i n 1 9 9 ' ' , t h e e q u i v a l e n t f i g u r e s w e r e 7 5 . 6 a n d 8 1 . . 3 . T h i s is 

a m o n g t h e h i g h e s t i n t h e w o r l d . 

T h e g a p b e t w e e n m e n ' s a n d w o m e n ' s l i f e e x p e c t a n c y h a s a c t u a l l y b e c o m e w i d e r 

s i n c e m i d - c e n t u r \ - w h e n a w a s o n l y a b o u t 3 . 6 y e a r s , a s i n 1 8 9 5 . T h e r e is, h o w e v e r , 

a s l i g h t d e c r e a s e i n t h e l a s t d e c a d e - f n i m 6 . 5 y e a r s i n 1 9 8 7 to 5 . 7 y e a r s i n 199"^ . T h e 

d e a t h r a t e s o f m a l e s a r e h i g h e r t h a n f o r f e m a l e s a t a l l a g e s f r o m n e w - b o m s t o 

o c i o g e n a r i a n s . S o m e o f t h e s e d e a t h r a t e s w i l l i>e e s a m i n e i l i n m o r e d e t a i l i n l a t e r 

p a g e s . 

3 . 1 L I F E E X P E C T A N C Y at B I R T H 1 8 9 5 - 1 9 9 7 
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S o u r c e : Ytarhooks{h'&^ C a t . 1 3 0 1 . 0 ) 
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The CeHlrr/or Independent SIndies 

F i g u r e s 3 . 2 a n d 3 . 3 s h o w t h a t f o r o t h e r a f ^ - s , t h e s a m e p a t t e r n o c c u r s . l i f e e x p e c t a n c y 

i n c r e a s e s w i t h a g e f o r h o t h s e x e s ( a f t e r t h e p e r i l s o f c h i l d h o o d a n d a d o l e s c e n c e ) , 

b u t m a l e s a r c s t i l l o u t l i v e d b y f e m a l e s , a l b e i t b y a s m a l l e r m a r g i n . 

M a l e l i f e e x p e c t a n c y a t 10 y e a r s o f a g e w a s 7 6 . 2 i n 1 9 9 5 - 9 7 a n d a t 5 0 w a s 7 8 . 5 . 

F e m a l e l i f e e x p e c t a n c y at 10 y e a r s o f a g e w a s 8 1 . 8 a n d a t 5 0 w a s 8 3 . 

3 . 2 M A L E L I F E E X P E C T A N C Y b y A G E 1 9 4 6 - 1 9 9 7 
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3 . 3 F E M A L E L I F E E X P E C T A N C Y b y A G E 1 9 4 6 - 1 9 9 7 

1977 1987 

at ageO at age 10 at age 30 .31 a o - 50 

S o u r c e : Dtalhs, Auslralia ( A B S C a t . 3 3 0 2 . 0 ) 
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STATU o r n n N ATION 

D e a t h R a t e s 

F i g u r e 3 . 4 s h o w s t h e d e a t h r a t e i n A u s t r a l i a ( p e r 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 p o p u l a t i o n ) , f r o m 1 9 0 3 to 

1 9 9 7 , f o r m e n a n d w o m e n . A h i g h e r d e a t h r a t e m e a n s more - p e o p l e d y i n g a t y o u n g e r 

a g e s a n d a f a l l i n t h e d e a t h r a t e s g e n e r a l l y i n d i c a t e s g r e a t e r l o n g e v i t y . ( I t c o u l d , 

h o w e v e r , m a s k a n i n c r e a s e i n p e o p l e d y i n g y o u n g , w h i l e t h o s e t h a t s u r \ i v c i n c r e a s e 

t h e i r l i f e s p a n . ) T h e f i g u r e s h o w s a f a l l i n t h e d e a t h r a t e o f b o t h m e n a n d w o m e n 

from a p p m x i m a t c l y 1 3 5 0 a n d 1 K K ) p e r 10 ( ) , ( ) (m p o p u l a t i o n , r e s p e c t i v e l y , i n 1 9 0 3 to 

7 3 0 a n d 6 6 0 i n 1 9 9 7 . 

T h e d e a t h r a t e c a n b e e x p e c t e d t o b e a t l c c t c d b y t h e a g e d i s t r i b u t i o n . T h e h i g h e r 

p r o p o r t i o n r ) f c h i l d r e n i n t h e e a r l y y e a r s o l t h e c e n t u r y s h o u l d l o w e r t h e d e a t h r a t e , 

a n d t h e h i g h e r p o p u l a t i o n o f o l d p e o p l e t o d a y s h o u l d r a i s e i t , s o t h e i m p r o v e m e n t 

i s e v e n m o r e i m p r e - s s i v e t h a n t h e f i g u r e s i n d i c a t e . 

T h e r a t e o f d e c r e a s e i n t h e m a l e d e a t h r a l e h a s s l o w e d c o n s i d e r a b l y i n t h e c o u r s e o t 

t h e 1 9 9 0 s c o m p a r e - d t o t h e r a t e o f d e c r e a s e o v e r t h e p r e v i o u s t w o d e c a d e s , a n d t h e 

f e m a l e d e a t h r a t e , r e v e r s i n g a 9 0 y e a r t r e n d , h a s r i s e n s l i g h t l y . 

3 . 4 D E A T H R A T E S 1 9 0 3 - 1 9 9 7 

males, females and persons 
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S o u r c e : Yearbooks ( A B S C a t . 1 3 0 1 . 0 ) 

Deaths, Australia ( A B S C a t . 3 3 0 2 . 0 ) 
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The C.tntrt fiiT IndrftrniUnt Studies 

1 5 - 1 9 Y e a r O l d D e a t h R a t e s 

T h e f i g u r e s f o r a l l a g e g r o u p s c o m b i n e d m a y c o n c e a l t r e n d s i n p a r t i c u l a r a g e g r o u p s . 

I ' i g u r c 3 . 5 s h o w s t h e d e a t h r a t e s f o r m a l e s a n d f e m a l e s i n t h e a g e g r o u p 1 5 - 1 9 , a 

p a t t e r n w h i c h i s r e p l i c a t e d i n t h e a g e g r o u p s 2 0 - 2 4 a n d 2 5 - 2 9 . I t s e e m s t h a t t h e f a l l 

i n d e a t h r a t e s o f y o u n g m e n a n d w o m e n d u r i n g t h e first h a l f o f t h e c c n t u r v h a s 

s c a r c e l y b e e n m a i n t a i n e d i n t h e s e c o n d . T h e m a l e a n d f e m a l e d e a t h r a t e s d r e w 

s h a r p l y a p a r t i n t h e l a t e 1 9 4 0 s , a n d h a v e s h o w n o n l y m o d e s t s i g n s o f r a p p r « > c h e m e n r . 

T h i s p a t t e r n c o n t r a s t s w i t h d e a t h r a t e s i n b o y s a n d g i r l s y o u n g e r t h a n 1 5 , w h i c h 

h a v e d r a w n c l o s e r r>ver t h e p a s t d e c a d e . T h i s c o n t r a s t s u g g e s t s t h a t i n s<mie w a v w e 

h a v e b e e n f a i l i n g o u r y o u n g m a l e s s i n c e d i e m i d d l e o f t h e c e n t u r y , a s t h e i r m o r t a l i t y 

f i g u r e s c e a s e t o m a k e t h e s a m e r a t e o f i m p r r > v e m e n t w h i c h h a s o c c u r r e d f o r f e m a l e s , 

a n d w h i c h w a s a f e a t u r e o f t h e e a r l i e r p e r i o d . T h i s f a i l u r e a p p e a r s t o o c c u r a s m a l e s 

e m e r g e f r o m t h e c a r e o f t h e f a m i l y w i t h t h e o n s e t o f a d o l e s c e n c e . 

. \ n a l a r m i n g d e v e l o p m e n t a p p e a r s i n t h e l a t e s t m o r t a l i t y s t a t i s t i c s : w h i l e t h e 1 5 - 1 9 

y e a r o l d d e a t h r a t e s r e m a i n e d s t a b l e i n t h e p e r i o d 1 9 9 2 to 1 9 9 6 , t h e y a c t u a l l v i n c r e a s e d 

i n 1 9 9 7 , f o r b o t h m a l e s a n d f e m a l e s . 

3 . 5 A G E 1 5 - 1 9 D E A T H R A T E S 1 9 1 3 - 1 9 9 7 

males anc] lomales 

1987-1997 

1913 1923 1935 1947 1954 1963 1973 1983 1993 1997 

F e m a l e 

S o u r c e : Australian Social Trends. ( A B S C:at . 4 1 0 2 . 0 ) 
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�STATK O P T H E N A T I O N 

I rba i i . R u r a l & R e m o t e Death Rates 

A s s h o w n i n F i g u n - .A,6, the dc-ail i r .ue i )f t he p o p u l a t i o n in r e m o t e a r e a s I p o p u l a l i o n u p to 

1 ( ) . ( X ) 0 ) ' is h i g h e r t h a n i n u i i>an c e n t r e s a n d m r a l a r e a s ( p o p u l a t i o n U M W I I I I | ( i , ( X ) ( i n n d 

lOO.OCX))* f o r I xM l i m e n a n d w o m e n . I n the pc-r iod 1992 to i W i , t h e a n n u a l a v e n i g e d e a t h 

n i t e s f o r m a l e s a n d f e m a l e s i n r e m o t e t t -n i res a n d o i l i e r r e m o t e . i r e a s w e r e a r o u n d 2 S " i , 

h i g h e r t h a n f o r u r b a n a n d m r a l p o p u l a t i o n s . 

l- ' igiire 3 .7 s h o w s l l u ' t o n i r i b u t i o n o f t h e i n d i g e n o u s p o p u l a t i o n to t h e d i f f e r e n c e s . f X at l i 

n i t e s for n o n - i n i l i g e n o u s A u s t r a l i a n s d i f fe r l i n le l>etween u r i x m . n i r . i l a n d r e m o t e l iK -a t ions . 

w l i i le I n i l i g e n o u s ra tes i Lsea iT i xss i l i e a n - a s o f r e s n l e m e I h e h ighe r dea th r.iti-s in m r a l a r e a s 

a r e a l m o M e n t i r e l y i l u e to i h e i r h i g h e r i n d i g e n o u s p o p u l a t i o n s . T l i e m a j o r i t y ( 6 6 % ) o f 

I n d i g e n o u s peo[> le l i v e i n r u r a l a n d r c m o i e a i e . i s , paMu i i l i i l y in i l i e N o n l K i n l i - r r i i oP i 

w h e r e t hey a i c o u n t f o r 28"'ii o f t l ie p o p u l a t i o n . lndi>^."n< « is p e r s o n s a c c o u n t l o r a n m n d 22!'' 

o f the a - i n o t e p o p u l a t i o n . is i )p(v )s i ( . i U) 2 - - � >f the total p o p u l a t i o n . 

3 . 6 U R B A N . R U R A L a n d R E M O T E D E A T H R A T E S 

annual average 1992-96, all causes 

CapMal Cibes Other Uit>an Larg* rural Smal rural O O w mral Ramole cenirm Omar remote 

M a l e s F e m a l e s 

S o u r c e : Health hi kiiretlejiitl kemolc Atislretlia I V)^)H. . \ u . s i r a l i a n I ns t i t u te o f H e a l t h a n d 

We l l a i e» 



T/if Centre for Indepcndcitl Studies 

. M u c h o f t h e d i s c r e p a n c y b e t w e e n t h e d e a t h r a t e s o f I n d i g e n o u s . A u s t r a l i a n s a n d 

t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n i s a t t r i b u t a b l e t o f o u r m a j t j r c a u s e s : c i r c u l a t o r y d i s e a s e s 

( i n c l u d e s i s c h a c m i c h e a r t d i s e a s e ) , r e s p i r a t o r y d i s e a s e s ( i n c l u d e s p n e u m o n i a ) , 

i n j u r i e s ( i n c l u d e s r o a d a c c i d e n t s ) a n d e n d o c r i n e d i s e a s e s ( i n c l u d e s d i a b e t e s ) . 

I n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e a l s o h a v e m u c h h i g h e r r a t e s o f h o s p i t a l i s a t i o n t h a n t h e n a t i o n a l 

a v e r a g e . F o r m o s t c o n d i t i o n s , t h e i r r a t e o f h o s p i t a l i s a t i o n i s t w o t o f i v e u m e s 

h i g h e r t h a n w o u l d b e e x p e c t e d b a s e d o n t h e a l l - A u s t r a l i a n r a t e s ( A I I I W , 1 9 9 8 ) . 

I n the y e a r 1 9 9 5 / 9 6 , g o v e r n m e n t e x p e n d i t u r e o n . A b o r i g i n a l a n d T o r r e s S t r a i t I s l a n d e r 

h e a l t h s e r v i c e s w a s a r o u n d 2 . 2 " / " o f t h e t o t a l r e c u r r e n t h e a l t h e x p e n d i t u r e , a f i g u r e 

w h i c h i s c o m m e n s u r a t e w i t h I n d i g e n o u s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n . 

H o w e v e r , t h e i r l o w e r h e a l t h s t a t u s a n d h e n c e g r e a t e r n e e d f o r s e r v i c e s i s m o r e 

a c c u r a t e l y r e f l e c t e d b y t h e g r o s s e x p e n d i t u r e b y g o v e r n m e n t - s u b s i d i s e d p n ) g r a m s , 

( w h i c h i n c l u d e p r i v a t e o u t - o f - p o c k e t p a y m e n t s a n d f u n d i n g f r o m n o n g o v e r n m e n t 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s ) o f w h i c h p e r c a p i t a s p e n d i n g o n i n d i g e n o u s A u s t r a l i a n s w a s 4 4 % 

h i g h e r t h a n f o r o t h e r A u s t r a l i a n s . 

*Rnral and remote definitions are according^ to KKMA (Rural, Remote and 

Metropolitan Areas) classifications, which are conventionally used in health care 

statistics. 

3 . 7 I N D I G E N O U S a n d N O N - I N D I G E N O U S D E A T H R A T E S 

b y L O C A U T Y 

annual average 1992-96, all causes 
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S o u r c e : Health in Rural and Remote Australia ( 1 9 9 8 , A I I I V C " ) 

Yearbooks ( A B S C a t . 1 3 0 1 . 0 ) 
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STATT. O F Tiir. N A T I O N 

M a t e r n a l D e a t h I n C h i l d b i r t h 

M a t e r n a l d c a i l i i n (. h i l d b i r t l i i.s a n i n d i c a t i o n I x i i h o f ( j u a l i i y o l m e d i i a l l a r e a n d ot g e n e r a l 

I fNv Is» ) f I K - . I I I I I ( i f t h e i i u l u r e pr i pu la t i on o f w i Miu-n. F i g u r e H s h i i \ \ s t< Hal m a l e m ; i l dea l l i> 

p e r 1 0 0 0 b i r t h s f r o m 19(1^ l o 1 W 7 . a n d a l s o a m a j o r c a u s e o f d e a t h i n t h e l i i st h a l f o f t he 

i i - n i u r y . i n f e t i i o n . H i e m a t e m a l i l e a t h m t e i n I 'JOS wa.s 6 p e r 1 0 0 0 b i r t l i s or<) 6'>/o. B y 1997 

it h a d f a l l e n t o 0 . 0 4 p e r K X X ) b i r t h s o r 0.00-»"'o. S< m i e t i m e s n o m a t e r n a l d e a t h t x c u r s i n o n e 

ol t h e .st;iies i n a w h o l e y e a r I n f e i l i i i n (p i i e rp i -n i l s e p t i c a e m i ; 0 . c o n l n i i l i t l in hosp i t a l , w . i s .i 

m a j o r c a u s e o f d e a t h i n c h i l d b i r t h un t i l t he 1 9 l ( K . S i n n - t i i e n a n t i b i o t i c s h a v e m a d e thLs a 

v i r t u a l l y n o n - c - x i s t e n i cau.se o f m a t e m a l d e a t h . 

3 . 8 M A T E R N A L D E A T H i n C H I L D B I R T H 1 9 0 5 - 1 9 9 7 

due to infection and total rate 

infection 

S<xiree: CtiiiMsn/Di'ciih. AiistmJUt ( A B S C a t . 3 3 0 3 0 ) 
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The CjfutreforhhkfKiitkiil SituiU's 

I n f a n t H e a l t h 

P e r i n a t a l m o r t a l i t y , dc-a ths p e r 1 0 0 0 l i v e b i r t h s c x c u r r i n g a r o u n d i l i e t i m e o f birth a n d i n 

t h e first 28 d a y s o f i h e b a b y ' s l i fe , i s c x m s i d e r e d to I x - o n e o f t h e m o r e t e l l i n g i n d i c a t o r s o f 

p o p u l a t i c m h e a l t l i . I i is a g a u g e lx>ih o f t h e h e a l t l i a n d w e l l - l x * i n g o f w o m e n i n t h e i r 

r c ' pnx luc l i vc - y e a r s a n d o f i he i r ac c e s s to g c x x l m t x i i c a l s e r v i c e s , l i g u r e 3 9 shows p e r i n a t a l 

m o r t a l i t y i n Au .s tm l i a f r o m 191 > to 1997 . P e r i n a t a l m o r t a l i r y i n c l u d e s I x n h l i v e b i r t h s a n d 

sti l l l i i n h s : i lx>ve a g i v e n ges ta l i o ru i l a g e o r birth w e i g h t . I n 191-1. t h e r e w e r e 3 3 d e a t h s p e r 

1000 I h e b i r ths : i n I W th i s h a d f a l l en to e igh t . iT ie d e c l i n e w a s .s teady f r o m 1914 to 1993 . 

a | x i n I r o m a s tcx i x - r i l u n a v e n g e - f;ill I x i w e e n 19 -J3and P / i 3 . ; m d a large a s c i n P F l r e t u m i n g 

a l m o s t to the 19-lOs l e v e l . I n t h e c o u r s e o f t h e 1990s it l i a s l a r g e l y f l a n e n c x l . 

I he l a r g e r i s e l x " twc "en 19<)3 a n d 1971 to 2 3 d e a t h s p e r 1 0 0 0 l i v e b i r t h s h a s t w o p o s s i b l e 

e x p l a n a t i o n s O n e Is t l ie p e r i r w t a l d e f i n i i i o n a l c h a n g e f n i m 28 w e e k s t o 2 0 w c x - k s g e s t a t i o n 

a n d f r o m SCXlg to 4 0 0 g , e f f e c t i v e l y w ic ien ing the ix - r ina t ; i l c a t e g o r y . H o w e v e r , t he s u s t a i n e d 

incTViLse i n perin;i t ;»l mor ta l i t y n i tes to 23 -6 in 1976 .suggests that a n o t h e r fac to r w a s i n v o l v e d . 

T h e c ( ) n tem |X ) ra ry m e d i c a l f a s h i o n o f e l e c t i v e i n d u c t i o n c >f b i r t h s w h i c h m e a n i that l ^ab ies 

w e r e b o r n p a - m a t u r e l y . a n d j w m e to l u n g a n d l i v e r c o m p l i c a i i c j n s , m a y h a v e I x x - n t h e 

m a j o r fac to r a 's |X )ns i l> le 

3 . 9 P E R I N A T A L M O R T A L I T Y 1 9 1 4 - 1 9 9 7 

deattis before one month of age 

1 0 8 ? 1 9 9 ' 

1914 1924 1933 1943 1953 1963 1971 1983 1993 1997 

ScRjrce: YivtrhtxiksiMV^ 1301 .0 ) 

Cttuscsofiktilh. AtLstmlki. ( A B S Ca t . 3 3 0 3 - 0 ) 

3 6 



STATK O F T H F N A T I O N 

NXTiile p e r i n a t a l m o n a l i t y s a y s m u c h a l x H J t t h e h i -a l th o l j i a n u r i e n i v s o m e n . in fant m o n a l i i \ 

( d e a l K s o f l i v e b o m i n f a n t s undcT o n e y e a r trf a g e . p e r 1(KX) l i v e b i i i h s ) i s i n d i i a i i v e o f the 

a t l e< |uacy o f t h e c a r e b a b i e s r e c e i v e , a n d o f g e i u - n i l lev t-ls o f h e a l t h i n the l o i n m u n i t y , 

par t icu lar i> ' a s r c f ^ i r d s i n f e t i i o u s d i s e a s e s , to VK I m h in fan ts a r e pa r t i t uU i r i y . a n d n x x e falal ly . 

p r o n e I n f a n t m o r t a l i t y is h i g h e r t h a n f o r a n y o f t h e o t h e r y e a r s o f c h i l d h o c x l a n i l y o u n g 

m a t u r i t y . T h e i n f an t m o r t a l i t y n i i e ( F i g u r e 3 10»wa.s v e r \ ' h i g h b y n > o d e m s ta iH la rds at the 

t u rn o f t h e c e n t i i n . - o v e r I ' / ' .< >( i n l a n f . i l i e d I x l n r e t h e v l e a c l i c t l t he i r first h i r t h d i y s . T l i i s 

h a d f a l l e n t o 4 % b y 1 9 3 3 . t o 2 % b y 1 9 6 3 a n d l o 0 . 6 % b y 1 9 9 ' ' A g a i n d i e d e c l i n e h ; is 

l l a t t i n e t l i n t h e l * / X ) s . I n I9<X>. in fant deat l t s a c c o u n t e d fo r 6S"-i. o l c leat l i s o f i l i i k l r e n u n d e r 

I I K - a g e o f I S . 

3 . 1 0 I N F A N T M O R T A U T Y 1 9 0 3 - 1 9 9 7 

deattis tjefore one year of age 

1987-1 

19B7 1989 1991 I M S I99t. 1987 

T 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I T 

1903 1913 1923 1933 1943 1951-55 1963 1973 1983 1993 1997 

S o u r c e : rtwixxiksiABSCiXt. 1301 .0 ) 

Detilhs. AiislmtUt. I A f i S ( j t . 3 3 0 2 . 0 ) 

3 7 



The Centre for Independent Studies 

F i g u r e 3 . 1 1 s h o w s a s e l e c t i o n ( a s a v a i l a b l e ) o f c a u s e s o f i n f a n t d e a t h f r o m t h e 

1 9 3 0 s t o t h e 1 9 9 0 s . I n 1 9 3 1 - 3 5 t h e r e w e r e h i g h r a t e s o f i n f a n t d e a t h s f r t i m 

i n f e c t i o n a n d p r e m a t u r i t y - , 2 1 a n d 1 3 p e r 1 0 0 0 b i r t h s r e s p e c t i v e l y . B y 1 9 9 2 - 9 6 , 

d e a t h s d u e t o i n f e c t i o n s h a d f a l l e n t o a m e r e 0 . 1 p e r K K K ) - t h e r e s u l t o f t h e g r e a t 

t r i u m p h o f W e s t e r n m e d i c i n e ( e s p e c i a l l y a n t i b i o t i c s ) a n d p u b l i c h e a l t h o v e r i n f e c t i o u s 

d i s e a s e s w h i c h o c c u r r e d t h r o u g h o u t t h i s p e r i o d . D e a t h d u e t o p r e m a t u r i t y ' f e l l t o 

0 . 9 p e r 10<K) b i r t h s i n 1 9 7 3 , t h e r e a f t e r r e m a i n i n g r e l a t i v e l y s t a b l e . 

T h e f a l l i n d e a t h r a t e s d u e t o c o n g e n i t a l a n o m a l i e s r e f l e c t s t h e g r o w t h i n p r e n a t a l 

d i a g n o s e s f o l l o w e d b y t e r m i n a t i o n o f p r e g n a n c y . 

D e a t h s d u e t o S I D S ( S u d d e n I n f a n t D e a t h S y n d m m e , f o r m e r l y k n o w n a s " c o t d e a t h ' ) 

d e c r e a s e d f r o m t h e 1 9 8 0 s t o t h e 1 9 9 0 s , w i t h i n c r e a s e d p u b l i c a w a r e n e s s o f r e s e a r c h 

d e v e l o p m e n t s r e g a r d i n g risk f a c t o r s s u c h a s i n f a n t s l e e p i n g p o s i t i o n s . I - . x t c m a l c a u s e s , 

i n c l u d i n g i n j u r y ( e g m f ) t o r v e h i c l e a c c i d e n t s , d r o w n i n g ) a n d p o i s o n i n g , a r c m u c h 

l e s s p r e v a l e n t i n i n f a n t s t h a n i n o l d e r c h i l d r e n . I n j u r y i s t h e l e a d i n g c a u s e o f d e a t h 

i n c h i l d r e n a g e d 1 - 4 , 5 - 9 a n d 1 0 - 1 4 . 

3 . 1 1 C A U S E S of I N F A N T D E A T H 1 9 3 1 - 1 9 9 6 

1931-35' 1943-44- 1953 1963 1973 1982-86" 1987-9r 1992-96' 

' annual average 

B Intodion B prwnaiufity ^ czmgarMal �nomaHes ^ giQg I jj^Minl causes 

S o u r c e : Yearbooks ( A B S C a t . 1 3 0 1 . 0 ) 

Causes of Infant Death 1982-1996 ( A B S C a t . 4 3 9 8 . 0 ) 
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C h a n g i n g P a t t e r n s o f M o r t a l i t y 

F i g u r e 3 . 1 2 s h o w s d e a t h r a t e s ( d e a t h s p e r lOO.tXM ) p o p u l a u o n ) : f r o m i n f e c t i o u s ( o t h e r 

t h a n p u e r p e r a l f e v e r ) a n d p a r a s i t i c ( s u c h a s m a l a r i a a n d R o s s R i v e r f e v e r ) d i s e a s e s , 

from c a n c e r a n d f r o m h e a r t d i s e a s e , f r t m i 1 9 0 5 t o 1 9 9 7 , a c n t s s t h e |>er iod o f i n c r e a s i n g 

l i f e e x p e c t a n c y w h i c h w e h a v e a l r e a d y w i t n e s s e d ( F ' i g u r e s 3 . 8 a n d 3 . 9 ) . A s d e a t h s 

d u e t o i n f e c t i o u s d i s e a s e s d e c l i n e d i n t h e c o u r s e o f t h e c e n t u r y , d e a t h s d u e t o c a n c e r 

a n d h e a r t d i s e a s e r o s e t o b e t h e m a j o r c a u s e s o f d e a t h i n . - \ u s i r a l i a . 

I n 1 9 0 5 , t h e r e w e r e a b o u t 2 5 0 d e a t h s p e r 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e f r o m i n f e c t i o u s d i s e a s e s , 

a n d a b o u t 1 0 0 f r o m c a n c e r a n d h e a r t d i s e a s e c o m b i n e d . I n 1 9 9 7 , t h e r e l a t i v e 

f r e q u e n c i e s a r e r e v e r s e d , w i t h o v e r 3 7 0 d e a t h s f r o m c a n c e r a n d h e a r t d i s e a s e 

c o m b i n e d , a n d a b o u t 10 o f i n f e c t i o u s d i s e a s e s . I n 1 9 0 5 a l a r g e r p r o p o r t i o n o f d e a t h s 

w e r e o c c u r r i n g i n t h e o l d e r m a t u r e ( 4 0 - 6 4 ) a n d y o u n g e s t ( l e s s t h a n 5 ) a g e g n > u p s . 

w h e r e a s i n t h e 1 9 9 0 s , t h e l a r g e m a j o r i t y o c c u r r e d a t a g e 6 5 a n d o v e r . I t t h e r e f o r e 

a p p e a r s t h a i i n t h e c o u r s e o f t h e c e n t u r y w e h a v e m o v e d f r o m a l a r g e n u m b e r o f 

l i v e s b e i n g c u t s h o r t b y i n f e c t i o u s d i s e a s e s , t o t h e m a j o r i t y o f the p o p u l a t i o n d y i n g 

o f w h a t m u s t b e c o n s i d e r e d d i s e a s e s o f o l d a g e - h e a r t d i s e a s e a n d c a n c e r . T h e 

N a t i o n a l I l e a n F o u n d a t i o n s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e m a r k e d d e c l i n e i n h e a r t d i s e a s e d e a t h s 

betA*'een 1 9 8 3 a n d 1 9 9 3 i s a r e s u l t o f a n i n c r e a s e i n a w a r e n e s s o f the r i s k f a c t o r s f o r 

h e a r t d i s e a s e , s u c h a s f a t t y d i e t a n d c h o l e s t e r o l l e v e l , c r e a t e d b y c a m p a i g n s i n i t i a t e d 

b \ t h e W o r l d H e a l t h O r g a n i s a t i o n , t h e N a t i o n a l l i c a r t I ' o u n d a t i o n a n d s t a t e h e a l t h 

b o d i e s . T h e i n f l u e n c e o f b y p a s s s u r g e r y s h o u l d n o t b e u n d e r r a t e d . 

3 . 1 2 C A U S E S o f D E A T H 1 9 0 5 - 1 9 9 7 

Infection, cancer, heart disease 

M' 1 H 7 

100 

S o u r c e : Causes of Death ( A B S C a t . 3 3 0 3 . 0 ) 
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V i o l e n t D e a t h s ( E x t e r n a l C a u s e s ) 

F i g u r e 3 . 1 3 s h o w s d e a t h r a t e s d u e t o m o t o r v e h i c l e a c c i d e n t f r o m 1 9 7 3 t o 1 9 9 7 . A s 

f i g u r e s a r e n o t a v a i l a b l e f o r p r e v i o u s d e c a d e s , w e c a n n o t t e l l w h e t h e r t h i s f a c t o r 

a c c o u n t s f o r t h e rise i n y o u n g m a l e d e a t h s i n t h e 1 9 7 0 s ( F i g u r e 3 . 1 1 ) . T h e d e c U n e i n 

m o t o r v e h i c l e d e a t h s , d e s p i t e a r i s e i n o w n e r s h i p a n d u s a g e , i s a t r i u m p h o f 

i n i e r \ ' e n t i o n a r y re-gulation, e s p e c i a l l y s e a t b e l t s a n d r a n d o m b r e a t h t e s t i n g f o r a l c o h o l 

u s a g e . T h e r e w a s a l e v e l l i n g o f f i n m o t o r v e h i c l e d e a t h s b e t w e e n 1 9 9 2 a n d 1 9 9 7 a s 

t h e r e h a v e b e e n n o n e w i n i t i a t i v e s t o c o m p a r e w i t h s c a r b e l t s a n d r a n d o m b r e a t h 

t e s t i n g . T h e s e x d i f f e r e n t i a l d e c r e a s e d b e t w e e n 1 9 7 3 a n d 1 9 9 2 , b u t h a s r e m a i n e d 

s t e a d y s i n c e t h e n . 

T h e i n s e t g r a p h s h o w s t h a t f a t a l a c c i d e n t s i n N S W ( n a n o n a l d a t a n o t a v a i l a b l e ) 

d e c l i n e d m o r e t h a n o t h e r a c c i d e n t s , t h e m a i n e f f e c t b e i n g i n t h e p e r i o d 1 9 8 0 t o 

1 9 9 0 d u r i n g w h i c h t h e s c o p e o f s e a t b e l t l e g i s l a t i o n w a s w i d e n e d . 

3 . 1 3 M O T O R V E m C L E D E A T H S 1 9 7 3 - 1 9 9 7 
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S o u r c e : Yearbooks {\^?,CM. 1 3 0 1 . 0 ) 

Dtalhs, Auslra/ia{ABS C a t . 3 3 0 2 . 0 ) 

R o a d s a n d T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y o f N S W ( u n p u b l i s h e d d a t a ) 

4 0 



STATE OF THF NATION 

Kaies for motor veh ic le deaths h)r \'>-2-i year old males and females show the same 
patterns of dec l i ne a.s those- for the populat ion, wi th male rates l iav inx mt)re t l un halvet l 
over tfK- per i (K l 1979 to 1996 Male rates fel l f rom H() per 100.000 lS-24 year olds in 19~9 
to .-̂ 3 in 199<i. and female mtes fn)m 10 to S. H i e narrowm}{ of the g;ip Ix - iween male and 
female deaths is remarkable , hut nevertheless, male motor veh ic le deat l is in this a^e 
g n x i p are still s ix t imes more numerous tJian female and double that of the total male 
I>ipulaiion. It Ls a in jectured that some of I1K-SI- di-aths V\ ere suic itli-s. but if .so, the ptDportion 
t annol Ix-establLshed. 

3.14 15-24 YEAR OLD MOTOR V E H I C L E DEATH RATES 

1979-1996 
males and female 

Q. 60 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 

� male rate female rate 1 

Source: Nati(mal Injury Survei l lance Dataf>a.se (National Injury .Sunei l lance I n i i ) 
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'nH'(j.titn'Ji)r hiilflKiuktit SliulU-s 

S u i c i d e 

F'iHiire 3 - 1 ^ s h o w s suicicif r.iii-s for males an i l l i- i i iales f rom UA)3 to I W 7 . T h e s e have noi 

shown the i l e i r ease ev iden i in deaths that are respons ive to med ica l an i l rej; i i lator\ 

i n ienen t ion and are wor>e at the end of I IK - lentury t l u n at the l i e x i nn inx T h e rates for 

m a k s h a w been lusher t i t in IIK- rati~- f (« lon. i les tJinxi j j fxxi t tlx* tx i i t i i r \ ik-spite the tlei.Tca-<.-

in the m;ile rates to mid<entury, wi th a nur t i ix l i k v l i ne in 19-13. w h k h nv iy Ix* attri lxited to 

tfie occupiit ion of nuk - n u i y i e s in World >Xar II I l x - lai>?e rise in the l*X>(Js c.in Ix- l inked to 

the ready avai labi l i ty of iKirli it i irates. wh i ch was correcned w i th in the decade. F rom mid-

century the rates for males ami I n i u l e s have s l iown similar irajeclories exix-pt U >r the peri< K\ 

1983 to 1W2 W I K I I the r:ite lor males a i m e d shaqily up\s aaLs an i l female rates K mi inued to 

fall. A similar rise in the female rate ap jxMred Ix-txveen I W 3 an i l 1997. .Male rates in 199^ 

were .!> Iii.uli .i> .ii IIK- lx-.uinnin>; <'t i h e n i i i i in . I I K I ti i i n le r.ilcs hi>;luT. (IcNpiii- iln- iixre.is<.i.l 

medic-al ability to reclaim l ives. 

. \pan f rom during World >Xar I I . n u l e s n i i iik- rates l iave f luctuated a n R i n d 2(» j X T 100.000 

popubt ion a i T D s s tlx- ix'niur>'. a i x l female rates, . ipan faun i lur ing l l ie barl">iturate ep idemi i . 

a round S. w i th neither showing conv inc ing trends of i nc reax - ()r i l e i n - . isc- , a l though the 

ovtTall pattern lor maJes Ls L -shaped. ami for lemalc-s, the reverse 

3.15 SUICroE RATES 1903-1997 
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STATI. ( * TM1-; NATION 

I ' i gu rc 3 .16 s h u w s that ma le su i c ides rose s tea i l i l y I r o m 197 ' ; to 1996 in the 

2 5 - 3 4 age g r o u p , a n d v i i t h s i ; tcah lc f luctuat i<»ns in the 15-24 age g roup . I n 

1 9 9 7 , t h e r e w a s a s u d d e n i n c r e a s e i n t he 1 5 - 2 4 age g r o u p , w i t h 3 1 i n 

100,OUU 1 5 - 2 4 year t>ld ma les t ak ing i h e i r o w n l i v e s . T h i s s u d d e n i n c r e a s e 

o c c u r r e d a f t e r a s e v e n y e a r p l a t e a u f r o m 1 9 8 9 to 1 9 9 5 o f s u i c i d e ra tes 

a r o u n d 2 5 to 2 8 pe r I ( t ( i , l i (K i . T h i s b r i ngs su i c ides o f the 15 -24 y e a r o l ds to 

the s a m e l e v e l as the 2 5 - 3 4 and the 7 5 + age g r o u p s . S u i c i d e s o f e lder ly m e n 

h a v e f l u c t u a t e d w i l d l y a r o u n d the 35 pe r 10(1,00(1 m a r k s i n c e 1980 , a f t e r 

nea r l y d o u b l i n g b e t w e e n 1979 a n d a year later. 

I j k e m a l e s , fema les aged 25 -34 have had a h igher su ic ide rate than those aged 1 5-24, 

but the 2 5 - 3 4 year o ld rate has fa l len f rom 11 to 8 o v e r the same pe r i od . T h e r e has 

been a m a r k e d r ise in bo th age groups be tween 1993 and 1997. U n l i k e males , e lder ly 

f e m a l e s h a v e a l o w e r su i c i de rate t han y o u n g w o m e n , and the i r rate has d e c l i n e d , 

w i t h l l u c t u a t i o n s , f r o m 6 .5 to 5 ( F i g u r e 3 . 1 7 ) . 

.Mfhough the I 5 24 su i c i de rate is no t , e v e n n o w , h igher than o t h e r ma le ra tes , its 

i m p a c t i s i n the l i f e yea rs l o s t , and the t ragedy o f y o u n g l i ves t a k e n . S u i c i d e is 

respons ib le fo r 2 9 % o f male deaths and 1 8 % o f female deaths in the 15-24 age g m u p . 

\X'hi le the su i c i de rate fo r 2 5 34 year o l ds is h igher (34 fo r ma les and 8 fo r f ema les ) , 

su ic ide a c c o u n t s for 23"/i> o f male deaths an i l 1 2 % o f female deaths in this age g roup , 

and a m u c h l o w e r p e r c e n t a g e in the 7 5 + age g r o u p . 

3.16 MALE SUlCroE by A G E 1979-1997 
rale per 1(X).000 population in age group 

197919801981 198219631984198519861987 19881989 19901991 199219931994199519961997 

male 15-24 ' male 25-34 male 75 + 

S o u r c e : N a t i o n a l I n j u r y S u r v e i l l a n c e D a t a b a s e 

( N a t i o n a l I n j u r y S u r v e i l l a n c e U n i t ) 
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Tbr Cenirt for Indtptndent Studiis 

T h e h i gh ra tes o f su i c i de dea ths a m u n ^ y o u n g m a l e s are c u r r e n t l y a t t r i bu ted 

to t w o m a j o r f a c t o r s . O n e is u n e m p l o y m e n t , w h i c h is h i g h e r in r u r a l a n d 

r c m c u e a r e a s , w h e r e y o u t h u n e m p l o y m e n t i s p a r t i c u l a r l y c h r o n i c . Y o u n g 

peop le w h o d o not h a v e the a m b i t i o n a n d / o r the m e a n s to m o v e to u r b a n 

cen t res to l ook f o r e m p l o y m e n t face the p r o s p e c t o f l o n g - t e r m u n e m p l o y m e n t , 

o r in s o m e c a s e s a fu tu re s t rugg l i ng to make a l i v i n g f r o m the i r f a m i l y ' s l a n d . 

T h e s e c o n d fac tor , the m e t h o d o f su i c i de , c o n t r i b u t e s to the large d i f f e r e n c e 

b e t w e e n b o t h ma le a n d f e m a l e s u i c i d e s a n d r u r a l a n d u r b a n s u i c i d e s . M a l e s , 

espec ia l l y those i n ru ra l a reas , tend to c h o o s e m o r e v i ( j l c n t a n d i r r e v e r s i b l e 

m e t h o d s o f su i c i de s u c h as f i r e a r m s and e x p l o s i v e s . F e m a l e s are m o r e l i ke l y 

to use s l t j w e r m e t h o d s s u c h as c a r b o n m o n o x i d e p o i s o n i n g <)r d r u g o v e r d o s e , 

the e f f ec t s o f w h i c h can be r e v e r s e d i f d i s c o v e r e d in t ime . A f f e c t i v e d i s o r d e r s , 

espec ia l l y d e p r e s s i o n , are m a j o r c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r s i n y o u t h s u i c i d e . 

A u s t r a l i a n you th su i c ide rates arc a m o n g the h i g h e s t i n d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s . 

Compa r i sons should be treated w i t h some cau t ion , howeve r , as m e t h o d s and accu racy 

o f repo r t i ng su i c ide dea ths may d i f f e r be tween c o u n t r i e s . 

3.17 FEMALE SUICIDE by A G E 1979-1997 
rale per 100.000 population in age group 
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S o u r c e : N a t i o n a l I n j u r y S u r v e i l l a n c e D a t a b a s e 

( N a t i o n a l I n j u r y S u r v e i l l a n c e U n i t ) 

4 4 



STAW or TiJF. NATION 

F i g u r e 3 .18 s h o w s the rate o f dea th caused by f i r e a r m s in f i ve ca tegor ies in 
the p e r i o d 1986 to 1905 . T h e rates in al l ca tegor ies h a v e dec reased o v e r this 
p e r i o d . D e a t h r a tes i n the ' assau l t r esu l t i ng in d e a t h ' category s h o w the mos t 
f l u c t u a t i o n , a n d w e r e the 1996 s ta t i s t i cs a v a i l a b l e , it is p r o b a b l e that they 
w o u l d s h o w an i n c r e a s e o n the p r e c e d i n g yea rs due to the i m p a c t o f the P o r t 
.Ar thur m a s s a c r e in A p r i l o f that year. 

B y far the largest ca tego ry o f dea ths by f i r ea rms is su i c i de . I t a c c o u n t s fo r at least 

twf> to three t i m e s as m a n y dea ths as al l o f the o the r ca tegor ies c o m b i n e d . D e a t h s 

due U) " legal i n t e r ^ ' en t i on ' are the result ( j f po l i ce ac t i on . 

3.18 DEATHS CAUSED by FIREARMS 1986-1995 

rale per 100.000 population 

a 

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 

acodenl ^ 1 tuKlde ^ a t u u l murang m daain ^ legal int»rv»niion unMlOMi 

S o u r c e : M u k h c r j e e , S &c C a r c a c h , C . ( 1 9 9 6 ) . Moletit Deaths and Firearms in 

Australia: Data and Trends. A u s t r a l i a n Ins t i t u te o f C r i m i n o l o g y 
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STATE OF T I I E NATION 

S E C T I O N 4: 
iii:.\i;ni AND DRUGS 

Disease 

In 19K0. it seemei l ih.i l the w a r on infectious di.scases had, in dcve l ( i |x -d lountr ies, been 

w o n . But w i th in the decade , n e w di.sea.ses and a re.Mirgeiue ot ok! ones showed that the 

relaxat i tm o f standards w a s premature. I"igiire 4.1 show s that the incidence ot infeiTioi is 

diseases lose coaskJtT.ibly in tlie an i rse of the past dec-ade. Ix i i in SOUK- I-.I-M.-S ajipcMts to have 

Ix-en re-brouxhi under control. Although (X-ople in Ausinil ia -.m- not ye i dy ing as a result ol 

the res i i rgeni e of infect ious or communicab le di.sea.ses. an increase in inlect ion rates is 

aj ipareni. 

T h e ri-se in the number of noi l f lcat ions ( n u m I x T of in leci ions, not deaths) o f whtK jp ing 

>.ciuj{h (|x-nu.s.sis» cx^ntinns the importance of immunLs;ition as a mcthtKl o f control. \X hen 

I IK - n i ie o f immunisat ion lapsi-tl. the di.sc-asc- re-establLshed ii-self .swiftly w i th an increase 

from3.-^7to 10,(>68 annual nofific-atioaslxtwc-en 19*;! ami I W .Measles and mix- lb (Keiiuai i 

meas les ) notifit a l ions rose to mid-decatle antl then fell again in re.s|x)n.se to national 

immunisat ion camix i igas. 

Hepali t is-C, primari ly a bicxxi-borne disease- w hich is most commonly transmitii-d ihroiigh 

in in ivenous d rug use. increa.seil lo - lo ld in the f ive year pc-ritxl frt)m 1993 to 1S>98 T h e 

increase in Hepatiti.s-C . notif ications .ippe.irs. anomalo i i sK , lo Ix- a.sstKiaied wi th nec-dle-

e.Kchange |>n )gniins li as first ideiit if ieil al ier iheir in i r(x luct ion. and iiifeclit >n is stamgly 

a-laied to durat ion ot participation in ihe pn>gram. 

4.1 INFECTIOUS DISEASES 1991-1998 
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Source: O i m i m i n i i able Dise-.i.ses NeUvoik-.'Vu.siralia New A-. i land - National Notifiable 

Di.seases Surve i l lance System 
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V>e CeiUn'/orliukjx'tuktit Situltes 

A major concern in the mon i ionng of infectious disea.ses in the l'><>i)s has Ix-en ihe re-

emergence to significant le\ els of mosqui to- lx )me in lec l ions. Reduced use of pesticides, 

and the retention of wet lands' , formerly ca l led swamps , a re contr ibut ing faciors. F igure 

4.1 s lmws the alarming increase in Ross River Fever T l x - incidence of malaria in Austral iaas 

is increasing, although this l ias to dale almost entirely l ieen eXMiiracted overseas. In fec led 

persons never the less create a pixal for renewed nat ive t ransmiss ion, as the Anophe les 

mos(|uiti). its vector, is present across much of N o n h e m Austral ia. 

N e w reports of H I V ( h u m a n immumxie t i c iency v i r us ) h a v e dec rease i l annua l ly f rom a 

|X-ak of 25(K) diagnoses in I98() (F igure 4.2) . H I V Infec l ion usual ly progres-ses lo .MDS 

(acxjuia-d immunodefWicncy s^Txlnmx") whereby t l x body succuml is to an array of infeti ioas 

wh ich the w e a k e n e d immune .system cannot wi ihsuind. .MDS diagnoses rose in the mid-

1990s as the earl ier ca.ses of H IV i k -w loped into . \ I1)S. fo l lowed later by a decrease in A IDS 

diagnoses in response to the fal l ing rate of H I V infection. T h e mixst c o m m o n form of I l l \ 

transmission Ls by male homo.sexual acl ivity. account ing for 8 5 % of k n o w n infcvtions. 

4.2 HIV and AIDS NOTIFICATIONS 1988-1997 
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Source: Communicab le Diseases Network-Austral ia .New Zea land - National Notifiable 

Diseases Sur \ 'e i lbnce System 
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STATE OF T H E NATHJN 

Health Care 

Publ ic cr i t ic ism of the efforts of tl ie State in health care Ls largely a.s.sociated wi th the 

lun t i ion ing ol ii.s major l ieal i l i i-ari* in.stiiiiiion.s. the hospitals. Figure 4 . 3 shows tlie .supply 

of hospital l ieds f rom the turn of the century to 1997. Figure 1 3 a lso .shows admissions 

from 1988 to 1997 in the inset figure. 

There are five pha.ses in the series: first a peri<Kl of steady ex i x ins ion up lo the 1940s, a 

[x?ri(xl o f stabil i ty and another phase of expans ion , fo l lowed by a sharp decl ine, then a 

li-'M-lluig. Di i r i i in l l ic I9~()s, the capital and mnning costs of hospitals increa,sed draiiuitically 

(far Ix-yo iu l the C P ! ) and i l i is pressure Ibrceil the le\ ell ing off ani l ultimately the reducUon 

in tlie .supply of Ix-ds wh i le [ lopii lal ion growih coni ini ie i l To cope with a reduced rati<iof 

l ieds to popula i i j in , hospitals have increased the throughpii i of patients, as can be seen in 

the rising numlKT ol admissions despite fewer lx?ds Ix-ing a \ ailable. 

l ieixseen 1991-92 and l99ft-97 the average length of s t iy fell from S.2 to 1.2 d i y s The number 

of hospital l x ;ds per lOO.fKX) p< ipulatic in decrea.sed 1 ly 2W'c Ixrtween PW8 and W During 

the same ix-r iod. l l ie rale of admissions increasetl by 35%-

4.3 HOSPITAL BEDS 1903-1997 and ADMISSIONS 1988-1997 
beds and admissions per 100,000 population 
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Tbe Centre for Independent Studies 

G e n e r a l p rac t i t i one r ca re is the f ron t l i ne , and a m a j o r pa r t , o f o u r hea l t h ca re 

s y s t e m . T h e ave rage n u m b e r o f pa t ien t a t t e n d a n c e s w i t h g e n e r a l p r a c t i t i o n e r s 

i nc reased by 1 6 % i n the p e r i o d 1989 to 1 9 9 7 . T h i s m a y be a c o n s e q u e n c e o f an 

a g e i n g p o p u l a t i o n , as aged peop le t y p i c a l l y use h e a l t h s e r v i c e s m o r e f r e q u e n t l y 

than the rest of the p o p u l a t i o n . I t may a l so resul t f r o m s h o r t e r h o s p i t a l s t ays . 

4.4 GENERAL PRACTITIONER ATTENDANCES 1989-1997 
average number per person In population 

1988-89 1989-90 1990-91 1991-92 1992-93 1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 1996-97 

S o u r c e : Medical Labour Fore e{\99(i, Aus t ra l i an I n s d t u t e o f H e a l t h and We l f a re ) 
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T h e to ta l n u m b e r o f Med ica re pr t )v iders (med ica l p rac t i t i oners p rov id ing Med icare 

s e r v i c e s ) i n c r e a s e d by 2 3 % be tween 1990 and 1997 . T h e n u m b e r o f .Medicare 

p r o v i d e r s pe r 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 popu la t i on rt>se f r o m 210 to 2 4 0 , an inc rease o f 1 2 % , in the 

same p e r i o d . 

O f the to ta l M e d i c a r e p r o v i d e r s , g e n e r a l p r a c t i t i t m e r s ( C J P s ) a c c o u n t e d fo r 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 5 5 % in 1996 , a s l ight fal l t m m 1990 ( 6 0 % ) . T h e n u m b e r o f C ; P s per 

cap i t a i n c r e a s e d by o n l y 4"/(i in th is pe r i od . T h e r e f o r e , a l t hough the i nc rease in the 

n u m b e r o f al l Med ica re p rov ide rs co r responds tf) the i nc rease in d e m a n d s h o w n in 

I ' igure 4 . 4 , the n u m b e r o f G P s has i nc reased by a f r a c t i o n o f th i s a m o u n t . 

T h e r e is an u n m e t d e m a n d for G P s in remote areas. I n 1996, there w e r e 88 p r imary 

ca re p r a c t i t i o n e r s pe r 100 ,000 p o p u l a t i o n i n ru ra l and r e m o i c a reas c o m p a r e d to 

122 in met ropo l i tan centres. VC'hcn the rates for all medica l pract i t ioners arc inc lu t led , 

the d i s c r e p a n c y is e v e n grea ter - 143 per 100 ,000 p o p u l a d o n i n ru ra l and remo te 

areas a n d 308 i n m e t r o p o l i t a n cent res (Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te o f H e a l t h and We l fa re ) . 

4.5 NUMBER OF MEDICARE PROVIDERS 1990-1997 
total number and rale per 100,000 (Xjpuladon 
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7be Centrefor hukpi-iuknii Stiu/ks 

I>rivate Health Insurance 

T h e \aliotuil Health Act of 19^3 acquires thai private heal th funds ( i nsu re rs i accept all 

appl i i . ints, and offer iv) l ic ies at the same rate to all appl icants regardless of :ige, nice. sex . 

Ix-nel l ts c la imed, or family s i / e . Th is means i l ial low-r isk grcuij is ( i l ie yi >ung) face higher 

premiums than their health risks justify, whi le high-risk groups ( the aged), paying the .same 

premium, are effectively subsidised by the young. So there a rc strong im e i i i i M s lor l< )\s nsk 

individuals to abandon private health iasurance, if tlx-re is an alternative, leading to higher 

p remiums for those w h o remain in the fumLs. and an incent ive for them, too, to use an 

; i \ .i iLible alternii i ive. I l i i s Ix- i ame possible w h e n publ ic health .schemes were in tnx luced. 

first as Medibank in 19'^4. and then .Medicare in 1984. 

In 1984. appniximately SO^i of tfie popuLitkxi h;id priv-aie health insurance. Tl i is l u d ikopped 

i i . . < J ' . in 1 '><JH'sfc I ' i i i U K - I ' l ) O i h i T i i i i i ' . i i K H i r i a M i n > l M i ()piin.i;(>ul oriuMlili insur.ince 

include the h k k k n 'gaps' in cxwerage and an alisemx- of advant:ige for private (wtients. w h o 

in many ca.ses rece ive the same treatment in the pub l ic sys tem. I n order to l omba t the 

ilecline in private coverage, new memlx-pihip categories w e a - i n l n x l u i e d in I W i t( i a*place 

the two existing categorx"s - single atul family. iTx" n e w categories provide coverage specific 

to tl ie needs of young single people, coup les wi thout ch i ld ren , coup les wi th i k ' i x ntleni 

chi ldren and sole parents. A n additional (and aj^parently more succx*s.sfuI) measure is the 

recent 30% rebate o n memlxT ih ip pam iums . Ixit tlx- effects are yet to be seen in the statistics. 

^ 30 

4.6 PRIVATE HEALTH INSURANCE 1990-1998 
per cent o( populabon with private health insurarxe 

1990 1992 1996 1997 1998 

pnvale hosp4UI covar private ancillary cover 

Source: Aiatralian Social Tn'tuti ( A B S C^t. -l 102.0) 
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SxATt; Ol' THi'. NATION 

Psychoactive Druj; Use 

D e p r e s s i o n and a n x i e t y arc a f f c c u v c ( m o o d ) d i so rders w h i c h are c o m m o n l y treated 

by m e d i c a t i o n . D e p r e s s i o n is e x p e r i e n c e d as a l ack o f energy , c o n c e n t r a t i o n and 

d is tu rbances o f s leep and appetite. Anx ie t y d isorders are exper ienced as ne rvousness , 

t e n s i o n a n d d i s t r e s s . F o r these s y m p t o m s to be d i a g n o s e d as a c l i n i c a l c o n d i t i o n , 

requ i r i ng m e d i c a t i o n , they mus t be expe r i enced as pers is ten t a n d severe enough to 

i m p a i r da i l y f u n c t i o n i n g . 

T h e n u m b e r o f an t i -depressan ts p resc r ibed i n 1997 w a s t w o and a h a l l times greater 

than in 1990 , r i s i ng f r o m 1240 U) .3050 de f i ned da i l y doses per 100,000 popu la t i on , 

that i s , f r o m usage by one in e igh ty peop le to one i n t h i r t y . P r e s c r i p t i o n s o f ant i -

p s y c h o t i c s i n c r e a s e d o n l y marg ina l l y i n the s a m e p e r i o d . T h e r i s i ng rate o f 

p resc r ip t i on o f an t i -depressants suggests a recur rence o f the barbi turate ep idemic o f 

the 1960s and 1970s . 

500 

4.7 ANTIDEPRESSANTS and ANTIPSYCHOTICS 
defined daily doses (DDD's) per lOO.OtX) population 
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Tfx'Cenin'/(ir/mJijHii(JfnlSli4dks 

Tl iere are no time-^enl�s of si.ittstics showing ihe pa-\-alence o l diagnosed mental disorders 

in the populat ion for compari.son with the incre:i.se in the pre.scription o f psychoact ive 

medica l ion. T l i e A B S conducted a National Survey of Menni l Mealtl i and Wel lbeing of 

Adults in 1997, involving 10.600 petjple agtxl 18 years o r more, w h i c h s h o w e d th;» 17"ii of 

adult i i x n .ind IH - ot ailult womci i had ex|x^rieiKed one of tlie iruijor psychologioil disotdeiN 

(anxiety, affecl ive or substance-use disorders) in the prev ious 12 m<jnths. 

Figure 4.8 s h o w s the pen entage >>t the .uliili populat ion vslio had exper ienced one of I l ie 

major mental disorders in tlie 12 montlis (>re\ ious to tlie 1W7 .survey. T l i e liigliest prevalenci ' 

of anxiciy d isoideis was found among uoim-n ;i^ed o S i ( K v , i. T l i e higliesi piex alence i il 

substance use di.sorder was found among men ;iged 18-2-1. wi th one in five men in this age 

group (20%) .suffering from this condit ion. A lcohol abuse \ \ ; i s ihrc-e l imes more prevalent 

than any other substance u-se disorder, .\ffettive disorders w e i e mi »M cornnn MI among women 

aged 18-24 (1 Wi). O f all j ieople exper ienc ing ; i f fcc l ive di.sorders. the most c o m m o n w a s 

depression. accxHinting for 92% of women 's and 8 3 % of men 's affective disorders. 

Some s<xiologLsis and psychologists .stress the i i i i |y inance of scx ia l interaction and family 

suppon il l nt i intaining psy ciiologic^d Ix-alth and a senseof wel l- lx- ing. So incieases in recent 

ye;irs in the n u m l x i s o l single-individual iKHisi-hokLs. ol divorces aiitl sepiir.ilioiis, and dela\ei.l 

nianiages may play a i^m in the rise of prescriptions to comlrat these di.sorders. 'I'he rate of 

daily usage Is still much knver than the pa-valence - nx igh ly one in twenty fh e adults (aged 

18 years or more ) versus one in five adults ( 4 % v s 20%). 

4.8 MENTAL HEALTH of ADULTS 1997 
per cent of population experienong mental disorder rn previous 12 monltis 

one of major disorders anxiety disorders substance use disorders affeclive disorders 

I women 

Source; Menial Health ami Wcllhehifi Pntfile of AdulUi / 9 9 7 . ( A B S Cat. 4.326.0) 

5 4 



STATE OF THF; NATION 

I n r e c e n t y e a r s . A t t e n t i o n D e f i c i t D i s o r d e r ( A D D ) a n d .A t ten t ion D e f i c i t 
H v p e r a c u v i t y D i s o r d e r ( . A D H D ) have been d iagnosed inc reas ing ly in ch i ld ren w h o 
are p e r c e i v e d to be m o r e seve re l y i na t t endve , i m p u l s i v e o r h y p e r a c t i v e c o m p a r e d 
w i th o the r ch i l d ren o f the same age. D i a g n o s i s depends u p o n med ica l p rac t i t ioners ' 
i n te rp re ta t ions o f i n d i v i d u a l cases b rought to the i r a t t cn r i on by c o n c e r n e d parents 
o r o t h e r s . T h e r e is n o o b j e c d v c test to c l a s s i f y the e x i s t e n c e o r sever i t y o f the 
c o n d i t i o n . 

F igure 4.9 s h o w s that there has been a remarkable 21- fo ld increase in the prescr ipt ion 

o f m e d i c a t i o n f o r t hese d i s o r d e r s s i nce 1990. T h e A u s t r a l i a n .Medical A s s o c i a d o n 

has v o i c e d c o n c e r n s that m a n y c h i l d r e n are b e i n g w r o n g l y d i a g n o s e d as su f fe r i ng 

f rom these d i s o r d e r s a n d are t a k i n g the re levan t d r u g s ( m o s t l y a m p h e t a m i n e s ) 

u n n e c e s s a r i l y , w i t h s o m e a t tendant r i s ks f rom sus ta ined u s e . 

T h e o v e r - p r e s c r i p t i o n o f A D D drugs has c r e a t e d a use r - cu l t u re in s o m e s c h o o l s 

w h e r e c h i l d r e n are se l l i ng the drugs o n to o ther ch i l d ren in the s c h o o l ya rd . A t least 

one c h i l d has d ied as a result o f tak ing sedauves that she had b<jught i l l ici t ly, bel ieving 

t h e m t<) be A D D a m p h e t a m i n e s . 

4.9 ATTENTION DEFICIT DISORDER MEDICATION 

PRESCRIPTIONS 1990-1997 
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The (.rnln for liidrptHdenl Sludits 

I.A:gal Drugs 

Figure 4 .10 is based o n su rvey (not popu la t i on ) s t a t i s t i c s , and s h o w s s e l f - r e p o r t e d 

d r i n k i n g h a b i t s o f a samp le o f peop le 20 years o f age o r o lder . 

R e s e a r c h h a s s h o w n that 1-4 d r i n k s a day in a d u l t s c a n be b e n e f i c i a l t<» h e a l t h , 

d e c r e a s i n g the r i s k f o r hear t d i sease c o m p a r e d w i t h n o n - d r i n k e r s ' r i s k , bu t that 

m o r e t h a n 6 -7 d r i n k s p e r day is h a r m f u l to h e a l t h . T h e figure i n d i c a t e s that the 

ma jo r i t y o f d r i n k e r s - about 8 0 % had c t m s u m e d on ly 1 -4 d r i n k s in a day acn>ss the 

pe r iod 1988 to 1995 . T h e r e w a s a s m a l l i n c r e a s e i n t he h e a v y d r i n k i n g range (7-(-) 

b e t w e e n 1 9 9 3 a n d 1 9 9 5 , a l t hough the i n c i d e n c e o f e x t r e m e b i n g e d r i n k i n g w a s 

l o w e r t han in p rev ious years. No te that these figures d o not i nd i ca te the percen tage 

o f n o n - d r i n k e r s , no r the percentage o f days fo r e a c h ca tegory o f d r i n k e r s in w h i c h 

a l coho l w a s no t c o n s u m e d at a l l . 

4.10 ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION 1988-1995 
number ol alcotiolic drinks consumed on a usual dnnlting day 

0 

1991 1995 

1-2drini(s � 3-4 dnnks � 5-6 dnnks � 7 - 1 2 drinks � 13+drinks 

S o u r c e : N a t i o n a l D r u g St ra tegy H o u s e h t ) l d S u r v e y s . 
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l - igurc 4 . 1 1 d e p i c t s t he a n n u a l a v e r a g e p e r c a p i t a c o n s u m p t i o n o f b t c r , w i n e , tea 
a n d c o f f e e i n A u s t r a l i a fn>m 1938-39 to 1996 -97 . C o n s u m p t i o n o f beer i n c r e a s e d 
d rama t i ca l l y b e t w e e n 1 9 3 8 - 3 9 and 1978 -79 , firstly as it rep laced sp i r i t s i n c o m m o n 
usage a n d t h e n a s pa r t o f a gene ra l i n c r e a s e i n a l c o h o l c o n s u m p t i o n , but it has 
d e c r e a s e d e q u a l l y d r a m a t i c a l l y s i n c e 1 9 7 8 - 7 9 , w i t h o u t a no tab le s w i t c h to o ther 
a l c o h o l i c d r i n k s . 

\X' ine d n n k i n g inc reased s low ly across most o f the pe r i od , par t icu lar ly in the decades 

o f the 1 9 7 0 s a n d 198( ls hut has fa l len s l ight ly i n the 1990s . W ine has twt) to t h ree 

t imes the a l c o h o l i c c o n t e n t o f beer. 

T e a a n d c o f f e e c o n s u m p t i o n h a v e reve rsed in p o p u l a r i t y o v e r the pe r i od , w i t h tea 

c o n s u m p t i o n i n 1 9 9 ' ' o n l y a quar te r o f that in 1 9 3 8 - 3 9 , a n d c o f f e e c o n s u m p t i o n 

show ing an a lmos t seven fo ld increase i n the same pe r iod . T h e changes in preference 

may be due to F .umpean and .American inf luence in the pos t -war years. As ian migrant 

tea d r i n k i n g has n o t reversed the dec l ine in c o n s u m p t i o n o f tea . 

4.11 CONSUMPTION of B E E R , WINE, T E A and C O F F E E 
litres per capita o( tieer arxj wine. Kilograms per capita ol tea and coflee 
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Iht' (Jmtn'Jbrliukpetuietit Situlies 

F i x u r c ^ 12 sh<)\\> [ x i p i i L i i i o n t-Mini.iies. bastxl o n MirM-y». <>f tho p r o p o m o n o f t h f 

popi i la i ion aged 20 years o r more w h o are cur renl snK)kers . U f e - i i m e pre\ a lence trends 

( w h e i h e r a p e r v j n ever smoked tolracco regularly) w o u l d certainly Ix - higlier. 

A major ( . l e inase . f rom to w h i c h mvolvx-d i iuiks only , (Kt urred in the 1960s, 

fo l lowing the establishment by I'rofe.vsor Kit hard Dol l ot O x f o n l I t i i \ t iMis of .m 

ep idemio logka l link Ix - twcvn smoking and death f r o m heart disease- and lung cancer in 

British ifc K K )rs. T h e succx-eding two and a half decades have scx-n a further 1 S% decrease to 

bnng ihe male rate to 30% in I ' / W . ITie rate for adult f ema les w a s less than .Vyv<i at the 

Ix 'g inn ing o f the period s h o w n , and actually rose sl ightly in the 19'^Os. dur ing a peri<xl 

w hc-n tJie male dcxTcast- sieadii-d, Ixit liad faUen again by the- early 19yOs to liek>w its original 

kv>l 

4.12 TRENDS in TOBACCO U S E 1945-1998 
per cent of sample population who currently smoked 
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STATT OF T H E NATION 

I l l i c i t D r u K S 

T l i c problems in l i f ren t in c o l l f i i i n x i t i l a on illicit drwfi use (CK honest answers io( |uesi ions 

e o n i e m i n g ille)<al lx;l>aviour. l o m ems . ilvnit conlidentialiiN i nn an ihai estimates ot usane 

are less t l i an coni[>letel\ reliable. I n Australia. |x>|Hilation tlni>{-iise prevalence is inferrct l 

tnwn r e s j x ms i s to siir\ (."\ s compictci l by s.impiev. i | the population, ami estimates have the 

usual problems o l ,s;imi>le siuilies. 

F'lXure J.13 s h o w s ikita o n mari juana usaf je t i rawn f rom a series o l Houscho l i l Siirv i v s 

c o i x l u n c x l as p;m ( r f i h e National I>ni^ Sirategv' These took the fo rm ol sc-lf-tvport survcvs 

<ompletetl by a random s;imple of the population. T h e 19HS survey w a s admini.steiccl by 

interv i ew . /Vtter n i n n i n g a parallel interview ani l se-aletl I v x iklet survey in l')88. the latter 

w a s jui lxed to Ix- superior anil h e m v was us t i l in <;n h of the Liter s u n e v s Iberefore I'friK is 

pt( 4>ably a bener ba-seline figure. A ma(or i l is ; i iK anUige Lsthat it re ix)ns e\ i-r used" f i j jua-s. 

vv Inch may represent ;LS l i i tk ' as one puf l , wh ich is sc-arcely a significant index. 

Figun- H.I 5 shows that the |X-rcenlage o f pi-ople w h o l iad ever tried mariiuana n)se f rom 

2~ 111 l ' )HK lo � in I W H . an increase of 12"' T i n s is niori" significant of pxipulalion 

trenils tfuui it apix-ars as a large periX'ntage o l ihe okler |>>pulation w o u l d have r ema in i i l 

"nev er users " Marijuana use had its highest incii lence among 20-29 yi-ar okLs. almost i w o 

ll i i r i ls o f w h o m had ever Ir ie i l manji iana in I ' / W 

c 

i> 

4.13 PATTERNS of BIARIJUANA U S E 1985-1998 
per cent of sample who had ever tried marijuana 

1985 1988 1991 1993 

Sourcx*: National l>rug Strategy Household Surveys 

1995 
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Tbf Ctnlrt for Indfptndtnl Sludits 

M e t h a d o n e t r ea tment as pa r t o f a n a t i o n a l "harm m i n i m i s a t i o n ' s t rategy f o r d r u g 

abuse w a s l a u n c h e d in 1985 . I t p rov ides f ree p r e s c r i p t i o n o f m e t h a d o n e by m e d i c a l 

p rac t i t i one r s f o r h e r o i n use r s , bu t w i t h a f e w e x c e p t i o n s has n o a c c o m p a n y i n g 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p r o g r a m o r gt>als o f a d r u g - f r e e o u t c o m e . T h e r e is c i r c u m s t a n t i a l 

evidence that methadr)ne patients ccmtinue to use he ro in ami o ther drugs, and deaths 

o f methadone pat ients have been f o u n d in s tudies e l sewhere tt) be h igher than those 

from h e r o i n a lone . 

I t can be seen f r o m F igu re 4.14 that the number o f pa t ien ts r e c e i v i n g m e t h a d o n e i n 

N S W has g n ) w n steadi ly be tween 1987 and 1995, t r i p l i n g i n less than a decade . T h e 

increase w a s m u c h greater in p r iva t e prac t ice than in state c l i n i c s . 

4.14 CLIENTS on the NSW METHADONE PROGRAM 

1987-1995 
by sector 

10000 

1987 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 �'�51', 

Pub| :c Private I Total 

^oKxicc: Annual Slalisfical Keport 1994-95, NSW Methadone Prof>ram.. 

N S W H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t . 
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STATE i«- TW: N A T K I N 

Figure 4 .15 s h o w s the n u m b e r and rate o f <k-aths a t t r ibuted to op io id overdose f r o m 

1979 to 1 9 9 7 , p u b l i s h e d by the N a t i o n a l D r u g and . M c o h o l R e s e a r c h C e n t r e 

( N D A R Q . O p i o i d s arc the d e c o m p o s e d e l emen t s o f b o t h h e n ) i n and methad<)ne. 

T h e r e f o r e , w h e n they arc detected in the b lood / "o j / mortem, b lood toxicology cannot 

d i s t i n g u i s h w h i c h o f the t w o drugs w a s u s e d (o r i f b o t h ) . 

T h e inc rease in o p i o i d ove rdose deaths o v e r the pe r iod 1979 to 1997 is s ta t is t ical ly 

s i g n i f i c a n t , w i t h a m a j o r inc rease in the las t five yea r s . T h e dea th rate per 11X1,(100 

p o p u l a t i o n w a s 1.1 in 197<), r i s ing to 4.5 i n 1988. and to 7.2 i n 1997. I t is d i f f i c u l t to 

e s t ab l i sh w h e t h e r the n u m b e r o f ove rdose s has s imp ly inc reased w i t h the n u m b e r 

o f u s e r s b e c a u s e the i l lcgaUty o f h e r o i n use genera tes i n a c c u r a t e r epo r t ing . 

L o n g i t u d i n a l studies repor t annual mortali t i i ' bet\*'een 1 % and 3 % a m o n g dependent 

o p i o i d users . I f th is rate is stable then the n u m b e r o f users has increased at the same 

rate as the n u m b e r o f dea ths . 

M o s t dea ths ( � ccu r red a m o n g o l d e r use rs w h o in i t i a t ed the i r d r u g use in the late 

1970s and ear ly 1980s. T h e N D . A R C repor t docs not e x p l a i n w h y data is restr icted 

to the 15-44 age g r o u p , but a poss ib i l i ty is that the n u m b e r o f o p i o i d deaths outs ide 

this age range is so s m a l l as to di lute the mor ta l i ty rate d i sp ropor t iona te ly . T h e data 

in F igu re 4.1 5 d o c s no t i nc lude su ic ides f r o m o p i o i d o v e r d o s e s . I t is es t imated that 

9'/'(i o f suic ides are opioi<l ove rdoses . 

4.15 OPIOID OVERDOSE DEATHS 1979-1997 
number and rale per 100,000 population (15-44 year olds only) 

numbP' of overdose deaths 

UaI* numlivr pamale nun>b4t 

"1 1 ' ' i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 r 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1986 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 

Female rale 

Source : Technical Report No. 4 9 ( 1 9 9 7 , N a d o n a l D r u g and A l c o h o l Research C e n t r e ) 
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STATF. <JF THI-. NATION 

S E C T I O N 5 : 
E D U C A T I O N 

S c h o o l educa t ion was in iua l ly a States ' affair , but s ince the 1970s, the C o m m o n w e a l t h 

has i n c r e a s i n g l y e x e r t e d pressure o n educa t ion p o l i c y , v i a i ts c o n t r o l o f f u n d i n g , in 

the o n - g o i n g e x p a n s i o n o f the ( C o m m o n w e a l t h role i n soc ia l ma t t e r s . 

S c h o o l s 

U n i v e r s a l f r ee p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n (o r i g ina l l y r each ing in to the e a r l y teenage years) 

was es tabl i shed in the .Australian states in the latter decades o f the nineteenth century. 

T h e v e r y s teep inc rease in p u p i l n u m b e r s f r o m 1943 to 1973 is d ie resul t o f a steep 

rise in the p r o p o r t i o n o f ch i ld ren i n the popu la t i on c o i n c i d i n g w i t h an e x t e n s i o n o f 

c o m p u l s o r y e d u c a t i o n . U n d e r the n e w s y s t e m , p r i m a r y s c h o o l i n g ended be fo re 

the teenage y e a r s , w h i l e secondar ) - e d u c a t i o n w a s e x t e n d e d to the mid - t eens and 

became c o m p u l s o r y . T h e l e v e l l i n g in pup i l n u m b e r s in the last t w o decades reflects 

the d e c l i n e i n the s c h o o l - a g e p o p u l a t i o n , w i t h the u p t u r n i n the last decade ( seen 

o n l y i n p r i v a t e s c h o o l n u m b e r s ) due p r i m a r i l y to i n c r e a s e d r e t en t ion in the f i n a l 

years <»f s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l . 

T h e pe rcen tage o f p u p i l s in p r iva te s ch r jo l s r ema ined be tween 20"/u and 2^"A< un t i l 

the 1 9 9 ( ) s . b u t r eached 30% in 1998. 

5.1 S T A T E and PRIVATE SCHOOL PUPILS 1896-1998 
annual number enrolled 
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S o u r c e : Yearbooks (ABS Ca t . 1301 .0 ) 
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7be Centrv/orhuAjitiiJeiil Sttulkv 

Figure 5 2 shows the numlx-r of jnipi ls per teacher in state and private schools f rom 19<Ki 

to 1998. 

The progress o f teacher;piipil nil ios has been very different l< r̂ private as compared with 

state sdKK>Ls In 1<>X>. Mate s<-h(x)l.s typually had tvs k c as many pupils pi-r tc-acher as private 

M lu«)K 130 compaa-d wi th 15>. Whi le state sch(x>ls' teacher:pupil ratios fell marke i l ly in 

the first half of the century, pnvate SC1KX)IS ' leacherrpupil ratios rose e<iually markedly. B y 

I9 i3. the two ratios were almost i'(|iial (2.3 pupils (x-r teas I H T W >\ state SCIK X )IS, 21 for private 

-SCIKXJLS). B y 1963, stale .schtx>ls had fewcT puixLs jx-r .suiff memlx-r than d k l private st lux>Ls, 

and thc7 maintained their advaniane as ratios fell in t x x l i scxtors. until the twoconve ige i l .ii 

15 pupiLs per teacher in 1994 (where ihey renuin in 1998). tlx- level at w h k h private schools 

began. T h u s the preference for private sch(K)ls in the 1990s, and their better edix^aiional 

ouicxjmes, cannot be attrilxitcd to advantages in teacher: | iupil raticjs. 

Witfi in wide limiLs. it n o w appears thai t la.ss s i /e has link- effet t (Hi tlxf quality of i-ducatkin 

anil teacher quality is more im |X )nant . Slate government legis lal ion exc ludes m u c h 

inlbrmati<m o n schcxi l performance under the I'reediMii o f Inform; i t ion Act. As a result, 

tfiere Ls no feeilbat k < >f teacher and sch<x)l pertormance. and [larents aa* denietl inf< )nTxil 

c l ioke . 

5.2 PUPILS per T E A C H E R 1906-1998 
stale and private schools 

1906 1914 1923 1933 1943 1952 1963 1975 1983 1993 1998 

Private 

.Source: Yearfxxiks t AOS Cat. 1.301.0) 

SchixiLs. Auxiralia ( A B S Qit . 4221.0) 
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STATE OF T I I E NATK>N 

R e d ' i i l i o n Ratt-s 

Figure 5.3 s h o w s r f t e n i i o n mtt-s at Years 10. 11 and 12 in Au.stralian schools Ix ' lween the 

years 1971 and 1997. and al.so the a-tention rate to Year 12 in 1967. Retention lo Year 10 has 

s h o w n the least increa.se. Ix-cau.se it w a s already c lose to ce i l ing at the beginninK o f i l u -

pc-riod. F.ighty-one percent o f pupils .siayc"d at sch<x>l to '^i-ar l iXapproxiniatL-lv one year 

beyond the compu l so ry .sch<x)l age) in 1971. and this hatl risen to almost K K C . hy I ' W , 

mak ing school ing to Year 10 v imia l ly universal 

Retention to Year 12, by conipanson, was low in l % 7 (only 24'*") and was still only 35')ii in 

1981. Retention to Ye-ar 12moreth;mdoiiNedlx .isveeTi I ' W l and 1W2 as pan of a govcTnment 

policy to combat youth unemployment , reaching 77%. and thereafter fal l ing slij^litly as 

unempUnment declinct i 

100 

5.3 RETENTION RATES 1967-1997 
Years 10. 11 & 12 

1967 1971 1981 1991 

Vear10 Yoaf 11 Year 12 

1997 

Source: Schools. Australia. .MJS ( C i t . 4221.0) 



The entire for Itulefietidetil Stiuiies 

Figure 5.4 show.s Year 12 retention rates in state and private schfK)ls f r o m 19HI to 1997. 

whk;h imiudes the period o f nvtssiv e giTjwth in Year 12 retentkm rales. In l ' ) 81 . the anentkin 

rale in private .schix>ls w a s 57'Ki, double that for state .schools ( 2 8 % ) . by 1993, the private 

si h(X)! Year 12 retention rale hai l risen \<� HS' . (u | i 2.S |X ' iceniage \n >inls) wh i l e iliai for state 

schtxj ls had risen to ~ l ' r (up 43 fXTceniage |X)ints). 

T he decrease in the number o f students remaining unt i l Yea r 12, f o l l o w i n g the jx-ak in 

unemployment in 1993. occurred in slate sch<x)ls on ly , despi te the payment o f Aus tudy 

Ix-nefi is to k)w income families on Ix ' l i a l f of children remaining in .schixjl . 

T h e Year 12 retention rate o f private schools has remained at about 84"A., w hereas in .state 

.schools, it decTeiLsed f rom 74% in 1993 to 66% in 1997. Some jxirt o f tliis effect may Ix - due 

to state .school students transferring to private schools for Years 11 and 12. 

5.4 YEAR 12 RETENTION R A T E S 1981-1997 
state and pnvaie schools 

100 

1981 1985 1993 1997 

State Pnvaie 

Source; YeaiixK>ks{..\\SSiM. 1301.0) 

SchoiiLs. Aiislnilia. ( A B S Cat. 1221 (I) 
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STATE OF THE NATif)N 

Fxpt-nditure o n prinuiry and sct-ondary education incTeased fr«>m $12 billion u» S I i billion 

in the five years 1992-93 to 199(>-97 in a |x?ri( id of very little inflation IJkewLse. the annual 

aniuiint s|x-nt per student i iuTi a s t i l (Kigure 5.5). In the financial year l99>-%. expenditure 

(XT s i i ideni w a s S5063 for stale (or govemmenl ' ) .SCIKIOIS and $5632 |x-r student for priv-aie 

(or non-gcAernmeni ) .schools. T l i e o f f i i t i l figures lor government st hools do not lake into 

account the expen.ses incunet l by superannuation arx i long-service leave, wlx-n-as the non-

Xovummen i school figures i ln . Cianni ioi i (Centre for Independent .Stuilics. 1 W ) estinutes 

I hat tills w o u l d amount to almost I W o o n io] i of the off ic ia l fijjuri- lor go\ eminent schools. 

T I i u s . contrary to c o m m o n opinion, the g t jvemmeni .school sys tem is moa* costly per 

student than the overa l l private school system ( w h i c h includes t:alliolic .sch<x)ls and 

Iruk |x-ndent SCIUMIIS ) . Independent scluxils are more e.xpeasive than C^itholic .schools, hut 

Independent schools ' enrolments account for only 5% of the total scln>ol population in 

. \us i ra l ia . 

5.5 EXPENDITURE per STUDENT 1990-1996 
state and private schools 

1990 1991 1992 1993 

pnvale schools 

Source: Education andTraltUnn inAttslmlla. A B S Cat. 4224.0 

Gannicott, K . (1997) . Taking luJucalion Sentinsly Centre lor l ixk-pendeni Studies. 
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Vh- (xniirejiir huklxnuktil Slutlks 

H d u c a l i o n a l (>iit( o n u s 

Pupi l attainment, or the outcxjmes o f education, is not treated in the YearlitHiks. and i.s 

virtually undocumented in official ix-|ion.s of the last decai le . 

T l i e International As.sociation for the F.valuation o f Educat ional Ach ievement ( l E . ^ ) has 

I o m l i K t e d .1 s f r ies o l companitive international surveys of primar\ and .sccondar\ student 

ni;itlis and .science .skills since 1959. T h e most recent o f these, the ' l l i i r d Internatii mal .Vlatlis 

and -V i e iuv .Stuih ( I LMSS i \\ as i»)iKluaed in l ' »» -9 ' i usinn more than l u l l a million students 

in 45 countries. 

Figure 5 6 d e p i d s Austndia's performance in the .study, s h o w i n g AuMralia s score in 

11 )m|wrLson wi th the intemation:il average score, as w e l l as Au.stralia's ranking out of the 

participating countries. T h e consLsient top maths and sc ience per formers were Korea , 

Siii.«:i|> irc, l.ipan . i iu l tlu- ( . m i l republic in Years 3 to 8. wi th Sweden , the Netlieriands and 

Iceland tak ing the top positions in the f ina l year. Nevertheless , Au.stralia is coasis tent ly 

liighiT than the inic rn;ilii )n.il ;is i-ni.ne. 

5.6 MATHS and SCIENCE A B I L I T Y 
intematiorwl average score, Australia's score & rank 

-oar Years Vear: . .. .� ? Year 8 Final Year Firuil Year 
Sdanea tMhe Sciancs 

Intomational Average Australia 

Source: I I : A Third lmemation:i l .Mathematics and Science Study. l « » l - 9 5 . 



SiAiT O F TiiF NATION 

l i t e Austral i ; in B u r e a u o f Siai is i ics , i n Aspi-cts i f f Lili'mc y. Assessed Skill l.iivls. 1996. 

publ i shed the findings o f i survey ot 9.M)() fifitvn to seventy-four year o ld participants. 

"UienK-y" a rx l nunxTacv' skills in ihax* areas were testetl pn)se. doi-unxTit a i x l i |uaniiialive 

I 'n ise l i i e n u y is the ability to unilerstand and use infomial ion f rom various typx-s ot prose 

texts eg. ix 'Wspa |X-rs, maga/ ines .ind b r ixhures . D t x u m e n l litenuA is the .ibilitv t( < l< H.ate 

and use inf< (niiatu >n containei l in m. i ler i i l s sui h as l.tbles. maps and graphs Qu.mlitatne 

l i le ra iy . a type- o f numcracv , is the ability to pe i foni i .iritlimelic operatkms using numlx-rs 

ccmiained in pr intei l texts or i k K i i m e n t s . 

A small majori ty o f pan ic ipan is demonsira ied literacy and numera iy skills thai were 

desctihed as vidtcr able'. gcKid' or \ i T y g t r n f T h i s ran}{cxl h i»m 5 2 % f o r [ x i K * arxldixoimcTU 

to s I ' l or q u . i n i i i a i i v e ski l l s ITierefore. ttie remaining 4^>-48'!'n o f the participants had 

li teraiy skil ls ai lev els that were consuk-red eitlx-r p<K>r' <x very poor'. T l i e most common 

s«ori' \v:is ible ( L e v e l 3 ) . Almosi 2 ( r > were . i l the very |xx )r ' level in all aa-as. 

T l x - high j x r ieniages o f fx-ople who liave pcxiror v i r y p i x v l i leraiy levels is to some extent 

attrilxitable l o the popub t ion of |xt>ple fn>m non-l-jiglish spc-aking IxickgriHinils In 1996. 

2 . 5 mi l l ion Aus t ra l iaas (13"''" o f the populat ion) s|x>ke a language other than [-English at 

hiHix-. O f these' 2 5 m i l l i on . 3 1 s | > ) k e n o Knglisl i a i a l l . the major i ty being |x-ople agc-d 

( )5+ ( YCUHMMIL'. 1 9 ' W ) . T h e A B S surv ey also reveakxl that wh i l e teachers luivi- l i leraiy skills 

thai iire abov e the |X )pu l a i i on average, on ly alx>ut 5 0 % o f p r inu ry s ih{x>l teachers and 

alx Kit -()"I] ()l sevi i i K b r y tc-acherv hav e literai> skills i l u l are i-ither g i K X I or very gix)d in i l x ' 

thr iv lategi ini-s listcxl. 

5.7 LITERACY S K I L L S . 1996 

Lavel 3 (alM) Level 4/5 (goodftntv good) L.^.o 1 i . x v n Lovel2(poof) 

Prose 14 

Source: Aspects of Literacy: Assessed SkilHxtvls. 1996. ( A B S Cat. 4 2 2 8 . 0 ) 
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The CtHln for Indeftrndru/ Studies 

T h e deba t e a b o u t the e x i s t e n c e o f v a l i d d i f f e r e n c e s i n m a l e a n d f e m a l e 

e d u c a t i o n a l a t t a i n m e n t reasser t s i t s e l f at the e n d o f e v e r y s c h o o l y e a r w h e n 

f i n a l year p u b l i c e x a m resul ts arc r e l e a s e d . 

I ' igurc 5.8 shoves the d i f f e r e n c e in the average N e w S o u t h W a l e s Ter t ia ry J-.nrrance 

Score ( T F . S ) o f males and f ema les d r a w n f r o m data in M a c C a n n ( 1 9 9 5 ) . I t i l lus t ra tes 

the n u m b e r o f m a r k s by w h i c h the f ema le average e x c e e d e d the ma le average e a c h 

year f n ) m 1981 to 1996. T h e d i f fe rence in the average male and f ema le T F S w i d e n e d 

f r o m 0.6 m a r k s i n 1981 to 4 .4 m a r k s in 1 9 9 1 , f o l l o w e d by a large i n c r e a s e to 12.2 

marks in 1992 ( w h e n the scal ing sys tem was r e f o r m e d so as to be fa ia - r to humani t i es 

sub j ec t s , w h i c h are f a v o u r e d by g i r l s ) , f i n a l l y r e a c h i n g 19.4 m a r k s in 1996 . 

T h i s w i d e n i n g gap appears to s t e m f m m an i n c r e a s i n g c l u s t e r i n g o f m a l e s at the 

b o t t o m o f the range. I n 1 9 8 1 , the p r o p o r t i o n s o f m a l e s a n d f e m a l e s i n the l o w e s t 

T E S b a n d (range o f scores ) w e r e n iugh ly equal . I n 1994 , m a l e s r epresen ted c l o s e to 

two th i rds o f s tudents in this group. M e a n w h i l e , the p r o p o r t i o n o f ma le s in the top 

T l i S band d r o p p e d f m m 6 0 % to 5 3 % in the same p e r i o d . T h u s , ra ther than seek ing 

to increase the n u m b e r o f male h igh a c h i e v e r s to b o o s t the ave rage male T M S , it is 

i m p o r t a n t to c o n s i d e r the issues c a u s i n g o v e r - r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f ma le s in the l o w -

s c o r i n g range. F u r t h e r , f ema les s t i l l need cons idc ra t i<m o f t h e i r less t h a n .50% 

rep resen ta t ion i n the top band . 

5.8 D I F F E R E N C E in FEMALE and MALE A V E R A G E 

T E R T I A R Y ENTRANCE S C O R E S NSW 1981-1996 
average marlis by which females outscore males 

In Satoclsd Ttniary Entrance Score 
Bands 19B1-1994 

par cani or mans m band 

H440.S(X> 

1981 1984 1988 1989 1991 1992 1993 1994 

S o u r c e : M a c C a n n . R (1995) . A Longitudinal Study of Sex Differrnces at the Higher 

School Certificate and School Certificate: Trends over The Last Decade. 

N S V C B o a r d o f Studies. 
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S T . « E O F -niF N A I V I N 

T e r t i a r y E d u c a t i o n 

F-igurc 5.9 s h o w s the n u m b e r o f s tuden t s e n r o l l e d i n u n i v e r s i t i e s i n A u s t r a l i a and 

the rate pe r IOO,(M'<l 17-24 year o ld s f r o m 1913 to 1996 ( w i t h the 1920s and 1930s 

m i s s i n g ) . 

T h e L a b o r g o v e r n m e n t ' s educa t ion r e f o r m s in the ea r ly 19 ' )0s , w h i c h i n v o l v e d the 

C o l l e g e s o f A d v a n c e d E d u c a t i o n a c h i e v i n g u n i v e r s i t y s ta tus , s aw many students in 

v o c a t i o n a l c o u r s e s , w h i c h i n the past w o u l d h a v e b e e n w i t h i n the T A F E A T T 

s y s t e m , n o w e n r o l l e d in un ive r s i t i e s . 

T h e u n i v e r s i t y e d u c a t i o n rate in 1996 was 36 t imes greater than in 1913. T h e sha rp 

r i s e i n r a tes b e t w e e n 1 9 8 3 and 1 9 9 3 re f l ec t s the change i n the s t ruc tu re o f ter t iar \ 

educa t i cm i n s t i t u t i i m s that o c c u r r e d b e t w e e n 1983 a n d 1 9 9 3 , as o u t l i n e d a b o v e . 

T h e r e has b e e n a s u b s t a n t i a l i nc rease i n u n i v e r s i t y e n r t j l l m e n t s in the 1990s a l so . 

T h e i nc rease w a s 1 0 % be tween 1993 and 1996, despi te the f a l l i n ^'ear 12 re tent ion 

rates. 

5.9 UNIVERSITY EDUCATION RATES 1913-1996 
number enrolled and rate per 100.000 17-24 year olds 
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S o u r c e : Year Books (ABS C a t . 1301.0) 

Estimated Resident Population by Af,e and Sex. ( A B S C a t 3201 .0) 
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The Centre for Independent Studies 

I ' igure 5 .10 s h o w s the rate o f e n n ) l m c n t o f 1 7 - 2 4 y e a r o l d m a l e s a n d f e m a l e s in 

T A F F . ( T e c h n i c a l and F u r t h e r F l d u c a t i o n ) co l l eges a n d i n u n i v e r s i t i e s in 1988 a n d 

1996. 

l i n ro lmen i at T A F E col leges changed little l i c t w c e n 1988 and 1996. Ma le e n r o l m e n t 

increased f r o m 1 3 % to 15"'ti and female enn i lment f r o m 8 % to 9 % . Female enro lments 

i n t rade c o u r s e s w e r e m u c h l o w e r t h a n m a l e . M a l e a n d f e m a l e e n r o l m e n t s i n 

u n i v e r s i t i e s w e r e a p p r o x i m a t e l y equa l i n 1988 at 1 2 % , bu t by 1996 f e m a l e s h a d 

h igher p a r t i c i p a t i o n rates than males ( 2 1 % c o m p a r e d to 1 8 % ) . 

5.10 T E R T I A R Y PARTICIPATION R A T E S 1988-1996 
17-24 year olds, males and females 

T A P E TAPE Universities 
Female 

Universities 

1988 1996 

S o u r c e : Australian Social Trends. ( A B S C a t . 4102 .0) 
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%fr '£661 u? r'"'' ��">i"û  . \u.xIojd J O I'i^r p;>ju.->s.->jd.-»j <iL(i\ ui .^piqnA J O K ) | \ ^961 

V'06l sjiMA .>t|i ui .11IU ;>unx> .<iJ.xl<ud/w/o/ .xp sr.w i n | v\ s.xiin .xiji | i 01 o wj jo .viwu .^irj 

u.xv. sr i | s.ipr \-i|i .i.ui|i Mr| .x|i jo ipir^ (sv/ff, pjJoAN |>uo.i.->s .^qi |o .�>|pp!iu .x|i» s)»Y>I -xp pur 

(IKMSS.-U1I.X 1 ir.>JD.xp|o iqHi.x] -XIDSOVY,! .xp ui .uiiiu.y^siqi is.i w« '| Ji.xii qii w pMixkiio 1 

I '<i()usT jo .)sr.Tj.iu! u n ) j . X | « ! i | s .xi i i | i , | qijisMxI Aiir S 0 6 6 | .iqi ui ipqi j o siiuoj snoi.n;A .x|i 

.quiniud .vu-xkuil Miiirrtr s-xiiu:) s<i__̂ ,i .xp ui WuiuuUtxi v^ixt^Tji .->.->jtp .xp u| .>SI!.-U.XJ! J O 

pu.ui .>|iriurjp .xp J O suu.>i ui si: (.uniu.T> ;»qi Jo J1W| puo.i.">s .xp j o jsoiu joj p.->pj<>.Mj s.xuu.i 

JO tpu.li y. \\\(K\v .(|uo AJi; q.ipjM) s.i|iu .xniosqi; jo s1uj.11 ui q.MUti os lou |%">\V.XA . X | pinoqs 

S.XJ.1S uo!ii!,MK)i.x|i jo.>.)Uir.")!jiuJ<!s . X ^ L .unJiij I .-KU! .xp ui (Wju-is-i-id .ur s()(/,| .up ui .I.II]<KJ 

Ai| pi|>jo.v»j S . X I I U 3 J.661 '>! V'06l lutuj '.^imuai r. J.>v«> Xu-xiiud isuirXr s.xuij.i J O J (f961 

j . iqr s.iirj U O I U I A U O . I p.iiinuiis.i) s u n o i j.x|Wiq .^qi ui s.urj u<ni.x.\uo.i SA&oqs 1 9 .unrti.j 

.<U.xJoJd i sn i rWx S-HIIIJ:) 

�p iK)U .>.!,\u.x|i« > sN,i|un sipxjfj 

�"'�'{ stIV ��>i|l sj . lunos .iqi uwoqs si sjoimipui .ts.iip jo uoiiruii ituai r �s-qdrjtl i^uiwo||oj 

�xp ii| s.ipi:.\ip jiKij isr| .xp loj s.iu.is iT.i|x.\<ud .TX|<XI . \ i | p.iiuo.xu soiup^ lL(r(t\ I'l/ifJisiiy 

I4i.yiuu ) ittitst}/ uopiMiiiind s.->ipnii; iu.'|Xi.xl.i|iU| JOJ anu.r) .xp iij |>.i|ii.v(ud .ur .ijn|TAX3Jd 

Slip JO s-fiivcj) '^'nu-''Li .iqi sstu.ir s-mx. u.i>j< uqui 1 ur .uiviiu 01 ST OS 'p-iu* xi.u .u.iw v>|isiiiris 

qnx | ipiq.vi ui poiJ.">d .xp uuuj |M.\u;>p soprj uo p. isri | ss i iu U O I J - X A U O I j o s.iiiniiiis.i oiuj 

.TX|«xl .W|pi|uo.wjs;xuu.iU.>viJ<x><)i .i|i|isvid J-W-IVMHI si | | |i.>si;.r>s-uoiix\uo.ipur s,T>tiiri|y 

J O pjo.xu .xp .ipr >.ip V uiqiiw pur; s.^iisiiiris .xp 01 p,ippr .u.i vv . i iqixl .(q p.>|U().i.ij s .xuui 

'm61 U I suoipiAiKO puir s.iXiinj.i S T nirp .xuui piiu.is.ijd �so9C)I '̂ in I ! ' " " 'sTfxif/jr>,n .iq^i 

s ^ i u . i j K ) uriniuu:) 

1 ) i . i s i i f a j s i v a w r a 3 

9 M O I X 3 H S 

\OUV.Ni 31U JO ALVlt ; 



TI.K- (k'nltvfor liuk-lK'tuktU SliulU's 

A\\ VioU - i i t ( r i i iK s 

f igure (>.2 shows c o n v k l i o n (and estim.ited conviction) niti s in the higher courts tor violent 

crime (cr imes agaiast the pc rsi m i < i \ i i .1 century. tn)m 1903 to 1W7. T l i e figures n-preseni 

the combitH'tl tT>nviciion niles lot ho i i i i ikk- (murder, a t tempi i t l murdcT manslaugliter. and 

driving causing death, extx-pt in 1997). rape (changing to sexual as.s;iult in I ' W " ) , ami :Lss:iult 

(except in 1994). W x r e figures aa- rux i i x luded . it is becaiLse they were not n-ponetl by the 

.�\BS for ih:it year. Rates of violent m i n e recorded by p«>lKe for 1993 to !'>*>" are inset 

(sexiLil .Lvs.uilt replaces ra|x- lor IIKVSI- ye;irs). 

In coiiii.isi v\ nil crimes against pn) |x-nv. 11 c;iii Ix.' sc-en tliut i l ie massive- c-v.iLit ion o f crimes 

of violenc-e occurred only intlK-Lcsi I S y e a r s . f r o m 1981 2 lo 1997, attesting lo the accuracy 

of public ix rce jMions o f the jjrovxth in . and [x-ople s i;n>v\ in>; le.ir of. J X I S O M I I V lolence 

Cr imes o f v io lence decreased steadilv d u n n g the first h a l l o f the century, r each ing their 

k>wesi point in 1943. the iiiKklle of the .Second Worid W a r partly expla inable as due lo the 

removal o f large numlx ' r s of youi iK men f rom t ivili; in life Mm they remaiiK-d lower in the 

1950s and I9(S(K than in any decade o f the century prior to the 1930s, and tmly finally rose 

above the 1903 level in 1981 2. I j H i k i n g only at the police record peri«)d. violent c r ime 

increa.sed by a fac io rof 27 I x i w e e n 1%3 and 1997. and moo- th;m t r ipkxl Ixlvv i-c-n 1S)93 and 

1997. 

ITie inc idence r j f cr imes of violence is lower than that of c r imes again.st property. It w a s 

about half at the begiruiing o f the cenlury. and only abcxjt one-sc-v c-nth in M W . but in 199" 

it is ag i in .ippnxiching half arxl at a miKh higher l evd - 135 per 1(X).0(X) population cxunpaa'd 

wi th 10 at the turn of the century. 

6.2 VIOLENT CRIME 1903-1997 
convictions per 100.000 popolatioo (estimated equivalent convictions 1972/3-1997) 

{1994 tioes not include assault. 1997 does not include dnving causing dealt)/ 
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STATH O F T H E N A T X J N 

l loiii icidc-

Fi>iure 6 3 s h o w s conv ic i ion ( and esi imaii- i l c o n v i i i i o n ) rales for homit itlc f rom l 'X)3 to 

I ' * - ' " ti >̂ ^̂ .�lllc�r w illi I riim-s a i x H t l w l l i \ |>)lk-e tiDm iy(>» lo 1 W . Honiickk- inclutli-s miink-r, 

a i i in i (Mixl murder, manslaughter a n i l t-ausin^ di 'ath I n dr iving ( rv * n-jx Hied in ) li m n 

Ix- scvn th;H I I K " iMnnHide- rate fe l l b\- halt to the rnuldle \ear> <>� iheix-ntur> . n.'ac h inKan all-

tiine low in the S e i o n d World War. a>;.iiii prolxi l iK i l i ic i< > I I K - I K lUpaiK ' i i of lari;e immlK-rs 

< >r y o u n x m e n e l sewhere . B y 19<i3 it had re lurnei l to turn o l the t enturs levels, then rose 

agaiti l>y a quarter In the fo l l owing deeade. fell s l iKhiK in the eariy e ix in ies . but showed 

another large rise in the nineties. 

It might Ix." assumed that tieath iau.s<-il hy dr iving made .1 M U I I I I K .1111 lontr ibut ion 1 0 this 

increase, in contni.st w ith tfie situati' >n I x fori- tin- Mxiies u hen there were low le\els ot car 

ow nership. Against this explanation, in I'W.V ( nnx-s n- ionlet l hy ( x J i c e show this i.itegorv 

at alxHit a sLxth o f m u a l e r and at tem|«e-d murder. So the major jxirt of the rise in the early 

nirx-tie-"»aiiiu « I x - attributed to this s< mu w hat less culp;ible origin In the later years of the 

I ' / X I s it was appn>ximali-ly half, an i l wou l i l then-fore bring the honii i iile figun- for l<>r to 

alKni i S.4. 

6.3 HOBUCIDE 1903-1997 
conviclKKis 1903 -1964. estimated convictions 1972/3-1997. recorded by police 1964-1997 

[1997 does not include dnving causing death - not available] 

o 
o 

Recofdod by Police 1993-1997 

1903 1913 1923 1933 1943 1952 1964 1972̂ 73 1981/82 1993 1997 

convictions 
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TIk- entire for liuktH'tiik'tii Stiuiics 

Murder a n d A n e n i p t c d .Murder 

Figure 6.4 show s imialc-r plus attempted murder n u n i i i i o n (an t i estimated conv ic t ion i 

rates f n i m 1903 to 1997, together witit rales aM>Rl i \ l hy poli te fn>m l'X>-» The graph s l u m s 

murder rates as cxjmparalively higfi in the first two decades o f the cvntury. nK>re than l ialving 

in the middle dec-ades. and nsing again in 19(>4. a l though still on ly to h;iU the level at the 

Ix-ginning ot the cenrur>'. MowcNer. this figua- almost doubled tt> approac h tlK- 1903 level in 

1972/3. and in 1997 w a s nc-arly i h n v times the rate in 19'>2. Murder w a s not distinguished 

f rom homicide in ihe figures tor 19H1 J , luii ihc l'/>.S and I W ^ figun-s, wh ich are at least a 

third higher ihan the rale at the turn ol i l ie c i ntur) ' , suggest a cont inuing rise I rom i l ie 

mitki le o f the centur\ ' at least until 1W3 I ' l ieieafter the rate level le t l , fi>llovving a slight 

decrease in 1994. 

6.4 MURDER and ATTEMPTED MURDER 1903-1997 
convictions 1903-1964. estimated convictions 1972/3-1997, recorded by police 1964-1997 

[19B1/2 not available] 

4.0 

Recorded by Police 1993-1997 

1903 1913 1923 1933 1943 1952 1964 1972/73 1981/82 1993 1997 

corviclions 'l!i:rj-llllil 
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STATT DP ntE N A T I O N 

Murder 

O n l y a limilcxi set o f sUttLstics tor murder separateil In >m anenipit-ii iminler is as ailable and 

is presented in F i j j u r e f i S. AiiluHigli the rise Is not quite so extrenx-. the inunler raic in I99"7 

is nevertheless double that in i y S 2 . Recorded murders are close to a ih i r i l hinher in 1997 

than in 1964 

In I9«)"'. the peqx-trator w a s kn«>\vn to the vic t im in S 4 % of c-ases. Almost two-thirds of 

murders were commil ted in residenlial areas - in tlwellin>?s or on residential land. 

o 

o 

6.5 MURDER 1943-1997 
convict(ons 1943-1964. estimated convictions 1972/3-1997, recorded by police 1964-1997 

[1981/2 not available/ 

1943 1952 mivi 1972/73 1981/82 1993 1997 
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The Crnln for Independenl Sluditt 

R i i r u l a n d R e m o t e H o m i c i d e 

J u s t as dea th ra tes i n r u r a l a n d r e m o t e areas are h i g h e r t h a n in u r b a n a reas ( s e c 

l- igurc 3 . 6 ) , s o too arc h o m i c i d e ra tes , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n "remote c e n t r e s ' and ' o t h e r 

r e m o t e ' areas . T h i s w o u l d appear c o n t r a r y to the c o m m o n a rgument that r i s i n g 

c r i m e is due to greater u rban i s a t i on . 

T h e A u s t r a l i a n Ins t i t u t e o f H e a l t h and We l f a r e ( 1 9 9 8 ) sugges t s that the h i g h e r 

homic ide rates in remote c o m m u n i t i e s are latgcly a t t r ibutable to the h igh p ropor t ion 

o f I n d i g e n o u s people m these loca l i t i es . 

6.6 URBAN. RURAL and REMOTE HOMICIDE R A T E S 
annual average 1992-96 

o 
o 

re 
s 
T3 

O 

�g 
o 

CaplUil clllB» Other uttwn Largo mral Small rxjral Ottier rural Ramote cenlros Oirwf remole 

malaviclims ^ | female victims 

S o u r c e : Health in Rural and Remote Australia ( 1 9 9 8 , A u s t r a l i a n Ins t i tu te o f 

H e a l t h a n d \ X e l f a r e ) 
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STATI- <* Tin N A T I O N 

R a p e / S e x u a l A s s a u l t 

R a p e ( i n c l u d i n g a t t em p te d rape) and sexua l assault rates are dep ic ted in T i g u r c 6 .7 . 

f-rom 1903 to 1981 / 2 , r ape ( i n c l u d i n g a t t empted r ape ) w a s r e p o r t e d as a d i s c r e t e 

category-. ' S e x u a l assaul t ' replaced it i n 1993 , tak ing in o the r c lasses o f sexual c r imes . 

( . ' \n ea r l i e r ca t ego ry , ' o t h e r o f f e n c e s aga ins t f e m a l e s ' made i ts appea rance on ly 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y a n d i s no t i n c l u d e d here ) . R a p e rates f e l l to v e r y l o w leve l s in the 

ear ly to m i d d l e decades o f the c e n t u r y , bu t be tween 1 9 6 3 and 1993 , rape rose by a 

fac tor o f almost 14 o r 1400%. T h e figures f<)r recorded recorded sexual assault indicate 

that the rate o f r i se has s l o w e d a l i t t le in the las t f o u r years , despi te l l uc tua t ions . 

6.7 R A P E / S E X U A L ASSAULT 1903-1997 
rape convictions 1903-1964. estimated convictions 1972/3-1993, recorded by police 1964-1993 

sexual sissault recorded by police 1993-1997 

5 80 

re 

1 
Saxual AsMHiK RecontMl by Police 

1M3-1997 

1903 1913 1923 1933 1943 1952 1964 1972/73 1981/82 1993 1997 

rape cxxnnctioRS � H X - C » < ) ' - i l l . ! (»ccw>»d sexual assault (Incl rape) 
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7^t' Cetiln'/orliukpeiuli'iil Stiulk's 

Vssa i i l i 

r i i f s f rious avsauil r.itc was sligliily higher l luin the ra |K- rate ih rouglmui l i i c century until 

the 1990N: in 1997, the serious a.s.sauli rare w.is i lose to nine l imes ihe sexual assaii l i rate. 

Vren t s assault .S1K)WS I I K - gi-nenil p;idem ol a lairly aintinuoixs fall ti i I I K - 1 9 ' K K . and theivaftcT 

a slow and then a nipid rise-, (Hj-ure It ilu- iinu.sualK low war I I I I K - l e \ i l is excl iKi i - i l , i l ie 

rcMill l o u l d Ix- inter]>ielitl ;is show inn toniinuous tali thou.uh u i i l ie l'X>iis, .Ys.s;nili show s 

a less dnimatic fall than any other crime, and the rate in 1%3 w a s only appniximate ly hall 

that in the fipj twodc-c-iidesol ihe ceniun. H\ I ' iNl 1. this k \ e l wa.s reachc-d again anil il i is 

was fol lowed hy a two-to-ihree fold rise I x i w e e n I W I 1 and 1W3. I l i i s j ireceded a ma.ssi\ e 

five-fold increase in the four years to 1W~ T h i s increase had a nuijor im i i a i i o n ihe uital 

% iolent cr ime and serious crime rates. 

6.8 ASSAULT 1903-1997 
convictions per 100.000 population (estimated convictions 1972/3-1997) 

[1994 rjot avaHatile] 

100 

Rocordfid by Polico 1993-1997 

1903 1913 1923 1933 1943 1952 1963 1972/73 1981/82 1993 1997 

8 0 



STA'IV ^y^ nil N vnoN 

T o t a l S e r i o u s C r i m e 

B e c a u s e o f s o m e u n c e r t a i n t y as to the degree o f cap ture o f c r i m e statistics cur rent ly 

r e c o r d e d by p o l i c e , c o m p a r e d w i t h c o n v i c t i o n s i n the h igher cour t s p r i o r to 1970 , 

it i s salutatory to look at d ie ' total serious c r i m e ' figures f o r the cen tu r j ' as represented 

by the c o m b i n e d h i g h e r cour t s and Magis t ra tes C o u r t s c o n v i c t i o n s and equiva len t 

figures f r o m pohce records . Ser ious c r i m e is iden t i f i ed as offences against Ibe person, 

property, currrncy, forgery and blackmail. D r u g o f f e n c e s ( t r a f f i c k i n g ) on ly n i s c to 

levels w o r t h y o f a separa te categon," in the last three decades , a n d so are omi t t ed in 

order no t to create uncer ta in ty about rises in more tradi t ional c r imes ; it is nevertheless 

a ser ious c r i m e to w h i c h o u r society is n o w subjec t (sec l"igurc 6.10 fo r drug o f f ences 

i n the las t three d e c a d e s ) , l i x a m p l c s o f n o n - s e r i o u s c r i m e s f r o m ea r l i e r decades 

w h i c h are o m i t t e d are d r u n k e n n e s s and v a g r a n c y , a n d f r o m the p resen t p e r i o t l , 

t r a f f i c i n f r i n g e m e n t s . 

F igu re 6.9 s h o w s the rate t ) f s e r i ous c r i m e per 100,0(t0 p o p u l a t i o n f r o m 1903 to 

1 9 9 " , ba sed c)n c o n v i c t i o n s and e s t ima ted c o n v i c t i o n s , and f r o m 1964. o f c r i m e s 

recorded by po l i c e . A f a l l f r o m 1903 to 1913 , was f o l l o w e d by a s l o w rise to pass the 

1903 l e v e l in 1943 . T h i s w a s f o l l o w e d by a c o n t i n u i n g increase th rough 1964 to the 

late 1990s, r each ing a rate in 1997 w h i c h w-as more than six times that at the beginning 

o f the c e n t u r y . 

6.9 SERIOUS CRIME 1903-1997 
convictions 1903-1964. estimated convictions 1972/3-1997, recorded by police 1964-1997 
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Ihe CiiitrvforliuklK'nck'iil SliuJuv 

D r u g O f f e n c e s 

Figure 6.10 show s the rate per 1(X).(KK) |x>pulation o f d r u g i ) f f e n i e s r eponed I x ' c o m i n g 

k n o w n to polii e f rom l O T ^ T S to 1996/97. The.se figures represent an aggregation o f i rime 

ib ta fn>m all .States an i l Territories (excluding ACT' f rom 19H7/88 on) . These offences incluilc-

i lmg use. |x>s.si-ssion. obtaining, unlaw fully r t te iving, cultivating, nunufadur ing . .supplying 

and imponing. 

T h e actual numlx-r o f i l rug ol lences recordc-d by pol ice w a s almost n ine times greater in 

1996/97 (86,500 of fences) than in 1974/75 (9.700). and the rate s ix times higher. T h e rate o f 

d m g offences appeai> to liave levelled somew hat sincv tlx- eariy 1990s, which n t i y either be 

a result of fewer offenc c-s being committed or less cliligeiue in police re[X)nlngof po.s.sesM( m 

a i x l U.SC- of some cinigs. most likely marijimna. 

6.10 DRUG O F F E N C E S 1975-1997 

1974-75 1976-77 1978-79 1980-81 1982-83 1984-85 1986-87 1988-89 1990-91 199?-fl3 1994-94 1996-97 

.Source. Au-stralian Institute of Criminology (1997-98) 
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S T A T E O F THK N A T I O N 

E x p l a i n i n g R i s i n g C r i m e 

r i l l - l.irgi- increases in cr ime rates in the last three decades i l em in i l explanation, and it is 

aii.sonable to l<K)k for explanations in other major social and economic changes wliit li I t ive 

accompanied ihesi- i m rc-ases and w l i i i li may plau.sibly Ix- ilu >iiglii n) iiitluence the genesis 

of cr iminal Ix ' l i av iou r ;md failure to conln>l it. If crime rales are consitlered as an outcoiix-

measure, they t an ix - tested siai isiu ally .ig.iinsi possibly inl lueni ia l soc ial factors, such as 

t Ivinges in ihi* culture ()f .v Kiali,s;iiion and repnxJuclion ' l l x - l ausa l link w hich Ls envLs;iged 

here is prima rily the capacity < if pwrenLs ic > enculturate. tliat is, to s< K lalise arxl cxiucate their 

I l i iUlren. T h i s might Ix - expecti*d lo be n-laled to I x i i l i ihe abili i ies o f ihe parenLs and ihe 

l i i iK ' ihey allol to this task, as we l l as the Ixlic+s and pracl i ies they transmit, on which w e do 

not have data. A numbcT of scxia l trends w h i c h w e hiive already do i unx-nted are relevant 

here - the age of parents w i l l ri lleci iheir nialurity, and hence iheir i iwn acquisition o l the 

l u l iu iv ai ihe |x»int at w h i c h ihey are re<|uireil lo transmit it; their economic well-l>eing. in 

terms o f employment , may Ix - a factor, and the amoi in i o f parental availability, of Iv i i l i 

sexes, w i l l I x ' a f fec led by d i \ <)rce a i x l ex-nuptial biit l i rates, an i l o f nu temal availability by 

female employment rates I l x - 1 rime rale i .m rc-a.sonably Ix- expecled lo Ix- a lTe i i i t l by the 

agearul sex distribution in tlx- population, as Ixith pnipeny and violent crimes are commitletl 

picxiominanily by leenage and yxHingadull iiuiles; and ihere is an appareni logic i nex (Xfa ing 

i inemploynx-nt rates to af tecl crime dirc t l ly . 

Comhtion is a statistical test which meosures whether variations (rises and falls) in one 

set of events (or factor) ore matched in a regular foshion by variotions in another set of 

events (or factor). If a match occurs, this means thai changes in the one set of events may 

be causing the changes in ihe other. Il is also possible, however, that a third foclor is 

causing the changes in both sets of events. So while finding a good correlation between 

two measures allows that they may he causally related, it does not definitely establish that 

one causes the other. Nevertheless, it does indicate that they ore related to one another in 

some web of causality. 

A positive correlation means that both factors rise or fall together, v/hiie a negative correlation 

means that as one factor rises, the other falls, but this does not offecl the causal relationship 

A low or absent correlotion means that ihey ore unlikely to be causolly related to any major 

degree. A low correlation is one that is smaller than or equal to +�/- 0 ,3 , while a high 

correlation is */� 0,8 or greater. 

Graphically, a high correlation is indicated by a high simllority in the trend of two data 

sets when plotted on the some graph, A positive correlation will show the two lines moving 

in the same direction at similar angles, whereas a negative correlation will be Illustrated 

by a mirror-image effect of the two lines. The absence of a correlation can be inferred from 

o lock of semblance. 

Significance m the statistical sense, means that a sufficiently strong relotlonship between 

two measures or events has been found for statisticians to agree that it is very unlikely to 

hove occurred by chance, so that causality con be inferred. Statistical significance of o 

relotlonship between two factors is claimed when the probability of chance is either less 

then 5% (expressed as p< 05) or less than 1% (p< .01), The smaller the probability (p), the 

smaller the likelihood of chance 

Cakrulations of correlations relating trends in these factors and crime trends ore reported 

in detail in Rising Crime In Australia (CIS, 1997), and ore briefly summarised here. 
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Tfh' (iiiln'for li ukftcfuktil Studies 

f igures 6 .11 , 6.12 and 6.13 show the comparat ive t rends in some of these soc ia l factors 

and in overal l cr ime rates, and illustrate the meaning o f s ign i f ican i and mm-signific ani 

lu r re l a l ion . Figure 6.11 .shows trends in ser ioas c r ime and in unemployment across the 

century. It c an be seen that ihea- are marked di f ferences in the times of oasct o f rise and 

f i l l in scnoiLNinmi- . i iul uii i in|il" lyiueni. and consequently their com'lation Ls non-significani. 

My coniras i . the patterns o f rise and fall for serious cTimc- and d ivorce < f igure 6.12) and 

serious cr ime and ex-nuptial 1 l inhs (Kigure 6.13) are largely similar and their ct»rrelai ions 

aa- (Kis i i ive and signific-ani llecau.se ihey change in a s imi la r manner , it is possible that 

there Ls a causal reUiiionsliip l ie tween li tem. 

6.11 UNEMPLOYMENT and SERIOUS C R I M E 
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S T A T E O F T H E N A T I O N 

6.12 DIVORCE and SERIOUS CRIME 1903 1997 
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TbeCentrvfiir lntk-[K'Htk-nl Siiiilk's 

Against expectat ioas. although the correlatk>as I x i w e e n \ ioleni a n d serious c r imes m d 

changes in age and sex dlstrilxitkMxs across the century are nxxk-rate, they an- I K it signifk^inl. 

Any inf lue tKe <»f these fanoDi has been overridden b\ ' < >thers w h i c h w e r e more important. 

O i r R ' b t k i a s between violent and serimis crimes and unemploynKu t at n>ss i l ie i i ntiir\ ' an-

negligible and therefore also non-signific^nl, despite w l u t might Ix.* tluxight to l ie a l< i^u .il 

connet l ion. Indeed, reference t<» Figure 6.11 reveaLs that w hen unemployment w a s at its 

highest for the century, during the Great IX.-pre.ssion of l l ie l '>30s , c r ime rales i v i n a l m i l at 

their lowest. Tl iese thr tv cxMiimonly mixrtcxl fattors therefore ck> not control t r ime rates in 

.^usIlalia in any major way . 

B y contra.st, a w h o l e series of indicators o f the t i i l lure o f reprot l iu i i o n show signif icant 

tor i i laiit ins w l i l u niiu r.iu s, syn thnraKis . and al.vi tinK'-l.i|">scxi, w hen t l iechi lda 'n ex |> ) s i \ l 

t() these changes of culture have IxxTime y«lung adults. T l le n in elaiii in Ix-twix-n <liv< irtx- .1 ntl 

serious crime rates in the decades fa i rn 1903 to I 'WMisa siartlingO.'X) If the cffecl of divorce 

on children as die*)' mature Ls a fatlor. w e w t x j i d e x p e t i higher correlatkias w ith cr ime ratc-s 

< ine a i x l twdtkt - i tk-s Liter I l i e conebt ion between divorcx." and .serious crime a t k t a d e later 

remains 0 90. a i x l at two decades time b p s e is 0.K9. still highly signifit ant. 

.\n increasing presence of mothers in the worktorcv is l ikely to iiKran less energ>' to de\ (iti-

to the guidance and educatkm of children and less superv ision of okler chiUlren in out-of-

sch<Kjl lM)urs. O n e miglii therefore cxpec l to find a relatk>n.ship Ix- tween the ix rcen tage (it 

femaU s 111 i lu workforce and cr ime rates. T h e correlatUin I x t w e e n | )e r i entage of female 

employment and serious cr ime rates in the l ietadt s 1^33 10 I W S is o y , significant at the 

0.01 level . T l i a l w ith violent c r ime is just .shoit o f s igni f icance , but the correlat ions o f 

female employment wi th homicide, murder and ra|X" are significant. T h e i t inx-lai ion w ith 

all violent crime iK-c-omes significant two dtxades later, suggesting a more se\ ere i m p a d o n 

y<»unger children. 

Ex-nupt ia l b i n h (F igure 6.13) combines t w o p<is.sibly adverse e f f ec i s o n parenting - ex-

nupiial births are fret |iiently birtfis to young moUiers, and they imply the absence in many 

< asLs of ilie hiolfigic.il father, and parenting <iveHoail lor the ino ihe r I l i e jvrcentagi- of ex-

nuptial births txinelales highly significantly w ith sericais cr ime at both one and two dcx^ades 

l ime lap.se (() .y6 and O.W respe i i ive ly ) . and more strongly ih. in di les young maternal age 

alone. Il also ctirrelates significantly wi th contem|Toiary c r ime (0 .98) . 
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S T A T E or n * N A T H I N 

P r i s o n e r s 

Because o f changes in sentencing pol icy, the numbers o f pr isoners in gaol are generally 

c o n s i d e r e d to r e f l e c t theor i e s o f c r i m e p r e v e n t i o n as m u c h as c r i m e rates. Higurc 

6 .14 s h o w s the i m p r i s o n m e n t rate i n A u s t r a l i a ( the n u m b e r o f p r i s o n e r s at m i d -

year per 100 ,000 p o p u l a t i o n ) f r o m 1903 to 1998. I m p r i s o n m e n t rates fe l l rapidly in 

the first decades o f the cen tu ry , then l e v e l l e d out b c r w e e n 1913 a n d 1952 at about 

h a l f o f the s ta r t ing figure. T h e r e a f t e r , a s l o w r ise w i t h a s l ight d c c h n c be t \xccn 1973 

and 1983 , is f o l l o w e d by a r ap id r ise , and by 1998 , the l e v e l w a s a t h i rd h igher than 

that at t he b e g i n n i n g o f the c e n t u r y . 

6.14 PRISON POPULATION 1903-1998 
rate per 100,000 population 
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Ihe Cetitrvfur /fuifjit^ulent Sliuiies 

Nevenhele,ss, rates of imprisonment have not kept pace w i d i increa.ses In the c r ime rati-, 

rh is is Ix'.st exempl i f i ed by look ing at ratios o f pr isoners to c r ime numlx^rs. Figure 6.15 

s h o w s the ratios of prisoners to serious cr ime convict ioas fn>m 1903 to 1997/98. T h e ratio 

fell loasidc r.tbly from 190^ lo I'>».^ I l i i s nx-ans iliai fewer c o m iciioas W C T C - Ix-ing punished 

i>\ impri-sonment a n d ' o r pnson s<.-iiteini s were shorter, i w e r the p e r i t x l This may have 

a-sulted f r inn a higher penentage of o i n v k i i o n s I v i n g for less si-rious crlmc-s in tins [x-riod. 

From 196.i"i. tlie ratio fell aw ay again, despite Ihe f a d that this Is the |X'ri<Kl o f marked rise 

of violent and p n i p e n y i T i m e convict ions in the higher courts , that i s . of more .serious 

cTime. Im[xtsUU)ii of imprlstinmeiil u<ii tiiiw limes lower in 1997/Hthan in J90.1. 

EJec-ause c r ime cxmvicl ion rates for the la.st three decades l i a \ e had to be estimated, it is 

Impo.ssible to tell whether the fa l l in Imprisonnieni rates represents greater leniency in 

iinlyc s or in iTeased inability of p o i k e to catch culprits a n d obtain convictions. In the s e n HHI 

lialf o f this centvm-. fall ing rates of imprisoniiK-nt luive f x x ' n acc ompanied by rising rati-s ( i f 

CTime 

6.15 IMPRISONMENT for SERIOUS C R I M E 1903-1997 
prisoner conviction ratios 
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s r v i i O F niK N A T I O N 

Impr isonment for v iolent c r ime is prolrably of greater concern to the public than 

impnsonmcnt for c r imes against property T l i e ratio o f prisoners l o violent i rimes could 

only Ix- i-.ilcTilaic-d asing all pr isoixr^ rexardless of o l T n x v (lx?c-;iu.se a ha-akdown by offence 

is not g i v e n i n the Yetdr Books) f igure 6.16 shows the long-term trend o f this indicator. 

Ihea- was a fall f rom a ratio of 11 in to a lx lui 8 in 1913, «hen a rise above f ihcvn a l mid-

century, follow ed b y a decl ine lo less than 10 in 1973 and ju.si over one i n 1997. 8, l i t is 

represents a fal l fmm about ten person years of imprisonment jx-r \\i ileni crime cx>mmined 

in 1903 to ;m a% er.tge < >f a lx Hit one ye-.ir in 1997 8 sug(*e.sting a much lesser < x a i m n c e of the 

longer sentences generally fell to be necessary for \ lolent crime s ( m >i the a v e n g e length ol 

.sentence per violent crime, since impris*inmeni for n< >n-violent crime h id u> 1 v im l iulcd m 

the ratio). As w i i h UHal .serious iTiim-s. w e cannoi Ix* sure how much of this i liaiiKc Ls due to 

lenienc y i n sen tenc ing and h o w much lo l ower convic l ion rates, but it is unl ikely l o be 

t-niiri K the iai ier T h e elTeti. a s rc-gards failure of dc lenence and of proleclion of the piiblit , 

is likely lo Ix" m i u li the same- in either c^a-se. 

6.16 IMPRISONMENT for VIOLENT CRIME 1903-1997 
pnsonerxonviction ratios 
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TheCktiln-Jiir liukjx-iulciil Sliulics 

O v e r the dec-ade f rom 1985 to 1995. the pn)pordon o f the pr ison populat ion aged less 

than 25 years dei rea.sed lix)m39'Mito 2')'Ki As there is no iiidli-ition of a ivduced involvement 

In c rime among people o f this age group, the dcxreased imprisonment rate may reflect a 

change in sentencing. In the fifteen year pi-riod f r o m I W l t hnn igh 1996. the rale o f 

juvenile detention (10-17 year olds in most s t a t o ) In juveni le correct ive institutions also 

d( ( iv.is«-d. I rom 1(1=1 i i i . i l e x i i x - r K K I IMHI ni^iU-s aged lo 1 " i ..nd 23 l e i i L i l r - ( | H T K H I . O O M 

females aged 10-17) to 62 males and 6 females per 100.(X)0 in that age gn>up. 

6.17 PRISON POPULATION AGED L E S S THAN 25 Y E A R S 

1985-1995 
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J u v e n i l e O f f e n d e r s 

T h e m a j o r i t y o f j u v e n i l e o t t ' cn i l c r s are a r res ted f o r p roper ty o f f e n c e s . J u v e n i l e s 

a r c less l i k e l y to be a r res ted f<)r v i o l e n t c r imes than adul t s . N a t i o n a l s tat is t ics 

o n j u v c n d e o f f e n d i n g are n«Jt a v a i l a b l e , as c r i m e r e c o r d s arc k e p i by states a n d 

t e r r i t o r i e s , a n d d e f i n i t i o n s as to w h o is a j u v e n i l e v a r y a c r o s s j u r i s d i c t i o n s . 

I 'u r ther , the r e c o r d s sh«iw j u v e n i l e s i n v o l v e d i n f/eare d crimes, the d e f m i t i o n 

o f w h i c h r anges f r o m a r res t to i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f a n a l leged o f f e n d e r , and not a l l 

j u r i s d i c t i o n s use the s ame i c r m m o l o g y . S u c h s ta t i s t i cs as arc a v a i l a b l e frc)m the 

.Aus t ra l i an I n s t i t u t e o f C r i m i n o h i g v d o not i nc lude data tor N e w S o u t h VC'alcs. 

D e s p i t e these p r o b l e m s , it appears that rates o f p rope r ty c r i m e by j u v e n i l e s m the 

1990s ( F i g u r e 6 .18 ) h a v e s h o w n v a r i a b l e t rends , but rates o f v i o l e n t c r ime (F igu re 

6 .19) have inc reased in all state and te r r i to r ies . 

6 . 1 8 J U V E N I L E O F F E N D E R S 1 9 9 1 - 1 9 9 6 : P R O P E R T Y C R I M E S 
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Tl/r Centre for Independenl SIndies 

P o l i c e 

T h e i n n c i v a t i o n e x p l i c i t i n R o b e r t P e e l ' s e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a p o l i c e f o r c e in B r i t a i n 

in the ea r ly n ine t een th cen tu ry w a s p r e v e n t i o n o f c r i m e by s u r v e i l l a n c e be fo re the 

even t , r a the r t han d e t e c t i o n a n d p u n i s h m e n t a f t e r w a r d s . T h e u b i q u i t y ( if p o l i c e 

s t a t i ons a n d p o l i c e o f f i c e r s o n the beat w a s a n e s s e n t i a l p a r t o f t h i s s t r a tegy . A n 

o b v i o u s r e q u i r e m e n t f o r s u c c e s s f u l p r e v e n t i o n v i a s u r v e i l l a n c e i s an adequa te 

p r o p o r t i o n o f p o l i c e , no t o n l y to t e r r a in a n d p o p u l a t i o n , b u t als«> to the p o t e n t i a l 

and ac tua l i n c i d e n c e o f c r i m e f o r the p lace and p e r i o d . 

T h e Yetir Hooks p rov ide f igures o f the n u m b e r <)f po l i ce o f f i c e r s in A u s t r a l i a , and o f 

the r a t io o f p o l i c e to p o p u l a t i o n in t e rms o f p e r s o n s i n the p o p u l a t i o n pe r p o l i c e 

o f f i ce r . I f c r i m e rates are s tab le , t h i s is an a p p r o p r i a t e m e a n s o f m o n i t o r i n g h o w 

w e l l the p o h c e f o r c e is b c m g m a i n t a i n e d , bu t i f c r i m e ra tes i n c r e a s e m a r k e d l y , so 

w i l l p o l i c e dut ies in t e rms o f de tec t ion and the pnKresscs o f c o n v i c t i o n , l e a v i n g less 

time f o r p reven ta t ive su rve i l l ance . W h a t is a n adequate po l i ce f o r c e in c o n d i u o n s o f 

low c r i m e rates w i l l b e c o m e qui te inadequate in c o n d i t i o n s o f e s c a l a t i n g c r i m e . 

I ' lgure 6 .20 s h o w s the Year Boo/fe/Tigures o f po l i ce o f f i c e r s pe r 100,000 popu l a t i on , 

f r r j m 1903 to 1998. B e a r i n g in m i n i l o u r k n o w l e d g e o f the f a l l i n c r i m e rates in the 

first h a l f o f the c e n t u r y , f o l l o w e d by a rise i n the s e c o n d , o n e c a n see that , as log ic 

w o u l d d e m a n d , there is genera l ly a f a l l i n the r a t i o o f p o l i c e to p o p u l a t i o n in the 

f i rs t par t o f the cen tu r ) ' , f o l l o w e d by a rise in the s e c o n d ha l f , w h i c h escalates f r o m 

1963 in appa ren t k e e p i n g w i t h the e s c a l a t i o n i n s e r i o u s c r i m e ra tes i n the same 

peri<Kl. T h e n u m b e r o f po l i ce o f f i c e r s per 100 ,000 p o p u l a t i o n has doub led be tween 

its l owes t p o i n t i n 1923 and i ts h ighest i n 1993 ( 1 1 9 to 2 3 7 ) . I n 1998 it w a s sUghtly 

l ower , at 226 o f f i c e r s per 100 ,000 p o p u l a t i o n . 
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STAIT: OF THE NAIION 

\ > \ I n l i i li-ss. ilii'sc" ll>{ures do noi show wliether iht- rise in officer n i imlKTs is .ippn)priate 

to i h c ri.sc in the cTimc njit-

In F i } { u r f s 6 . 2 1 and 6.22. officiT numlx.TS are prest-iUii! as ratios, not lo |X)pi i iai ion, hut to 

total sctitius crime c on \ Klionsafxl ii m MI\ iiiions tor \ i< i lmt iTune. Thesi- limirc-s demonstrate 

tliai the ri.se in |X) l i ce of f icer nii inliers has lonipletely tailetl lo compens;ue for the large rise 

in crime rates < >! i v i ent decade.s. 

6 . 2 1 P O L I C E : S E R I O U S C R I M E R A T I O S 1 9 0 3 - 1 9 9 7 

policexonvictlon ratios 

1903 1913 1923 1933 1943 1952 1963 1973 1983 1993 1997 

9 3 



Ihi-Citittvfor huhlHiiiUiii Miitlks 

There is a rise in pol ice: serious cr ime ratios f rom I ' X H to 1913. eomi i t l i nn w i t h ( and 

perhaps panially aclueving) the tall in all seri<His cr ime o\ er tlial jx-riod, follow eel l iy a fall 

to be low turn o f the centun. levels hy 1913. in parallel \s i ih the concurrent rise in ser ioas 

cr ime rate Thereaf te r the ratio rises a}{ain in 1952. co- incident w i t h a slight fa l l in the 

sc-rious i r i m e rate. f>ut then <lrops steeply, and again drops in the decade to i9*>3. I n 19*^7 

il fell again by half. Similar ly, the ratio o f o f f l i c i s lo v iolent c r imes rose .is violent c r ime 

rates fell to mid-century, then fell in the period o f inc reasing violent cTime. w i t h the ratio 

finally fal l inf j I X ' U J W that at the a i m of the century in the List dec ade, in face o f the sudden 

list o f V i o l e n t c r i m e 

6 . 2 2 P O L I C E : V I O L E N T C R I M E R A T I O S 1 9 0 3 - 1 9 9 7 
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The Centre forlnck-pciuktit Studies 

I n one area, health a n d longevity-, the improv ing trends o f the first ha l f o f the century 

s|iowc-cl little «)r no inierni |Hion in the second, until the last hal l decade, w h e n there are 

signs of (laitening If iTime and health are our l iesi ou t come measures, then the fai lure 

indic-;ited f>y the fornier is still countered by extraordiruiry succ ess in the laner l l i e .story erf 

health over the last century is one o f alnnjst unbroken success . L i f e exr>ectarK."y f«)r both 

UK'n .ind vv< MiK-n r> isc .iliin >si i < >iitinu<HLSK acTt )NS I I K - century, m.tintaining its sl<ijx- iipwards 

even in the laner decades o f escalating; crime. T h e r e w e re persistent d o w n w a r d trends in 

tlealh laies .ii .ill .ij^c-s. C M c pi l lkoklc-st jiroii|» ol ' i ^ .iiicl ov er I 'erinatal and infant mortality 

Icll steadily ( ipan iniin 11)iicl period in the 19711s f o r t h e fo rmer ) and maternal death has 

rediK-ed to the almost nonH-xisic-ni Only in the List liv i- yeai-s li.ivc w c s».-cn |XTsisti'nt tlattening 

or slight reversal of tliifsc trends. 

Infcxt ion has dlsappeari-d as a major cause o f death, to be rep laced by the natural causes 

belonging to okJ age - l iean disease and cuncx-r. fX-ath fnicn external causc-s sue h as v iolc-ncv. 

|x Msoiiing . I I K I iiKitor v i liu k- .ii i ukiii hiivecontinuc-d ii > tail i l in Kigli tlie ckx-.idesol incri-asing 

crime, no doubt clue pan ly to the increa.sing ability to br ing people back f rom the jaws of 

death. .Vlajor tails in all these areas, the cause's ol de-ath w i th in medical control . i R c u r r c d 

after mkl-century. Onlv suicide and illic it d n i g death, w h ich are large-ly outsule- medica l 

ciwitH)!. liav e n<x .shown this pattem of sustained decline. 

InleetHHis discuses l u v e incn-ased«>nly w h e i v medk-al metln K I S a rx l t e tx l s I t ive Ix-en a-jetied 

or ignorc-d W h e n rates of take up of immuni.s;iiion fell, w e had resurgences o f w h o o p i n g 

cough . I I K I iiicMslc s I )lsreg.ird o l jxTsonal hygiene has resullc-cl in ep idemics o f H I V and 

hepatitis-t;. .Mcilii . i l lu e cont inued to I x ' s i iccevsful w h i l e it remained fai thful to the 

sdenti lk meth<K.ls developed in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, methcxls 

w h i c h recognise biologic a l inllexibilities and sevk to regulate l i i e ac l ion o f natural forc es. 

T h e iniliK Ml c < >t ihi- si K iai sciences in medic ine in rei enl years may have instigated the 

kx iming aggression. 
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Preface 

I
l w i - w i T i ' l o i o m p a i i ' i lu- pii 'si-ni indicaiors i l i-;iling w i i l i Leisure, C u l u i r e a n d S p m 

Willi l l iose in the 1 W etlilion, the rapidity of i hange in some of litem would surprise 

T h e y reflect changing tastes and preferences and. perhaps more fundamentally, the 

impact o f n e w technologies ami a minor revolui ion in i l ie a p | i r i u i i i ol >j()\crnmcni> m 

txoiMNiiii i iuiia>{eiiieiil . 

.\lih<High some .sections o f the communit> are spcnxlinx moa- tin>e at work , for the majority 

lei.sure l ime h.is I x x - n sieailily ini rcasinj j . anti in l l ie pages ik 'voi i - t l lo IxMsure. Cullure and 

S]> in, w e are given a fast inaiing p i i t i i r i ' (>! ihe vaneil , ami t hanging, ii.st-s of leisure lime hy 

Ausiral i : ins and their cont inued devotion to sport in it.s many fornvs. Televis ion continues 

lodomiitate tlie evening Iniurs. I x j l l»ere. loo, tlK-a* .in.' signs ol i l i anging prcMtieixi-s C'roing 

to (IK- nv)vk-s is on an u p w a n i in-nd. whilst o p e n . Ixilk-i ami i ia.s,sical mask- aa- moa-or k"vs 

holding steady T o r s p o n . the st;iiLstk-s re\ eal the variety tif sp< )ns that have laige foHow ings 

I 'er tups ihe mosi s i g m r u a n i » l u i n g e o f a l l h;Ls I x v n I I K - ik-ep |x-ixir.iii<)n o f lompulers inio 

ilu- r.imily hoiisi-hokl . imi i l ie increa.sing proponion ol hoiisehokls Ix - ioming connected lo 

the internet. 
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STATE OF THF N ATION 

S E C T I O N 7: 
L E I S U R E , C U L T U R E & S P O R T 

L e i s u r e at H o m e 

O n e i n d i c a t o r o f r e l a t i v e p m s p c r i t y and qual i ty o f l i f e is the a m o u n t o f le i sure , o r 

t ime f r ee o f w o r k a n d a t t endance to the necess i t i e s o f l i f e , a v a i l a b l e to people . I n 

g e n e r a l , t he a m o u n t o f le isure t ime ava i l ab l e has inc reased s i g n i f i c a n d y in the last 

g ene ra t i on o r twt>. 

I n 1992 and 1 9 9 7 , the A u s t r a l i a n B u r e a u o f S t a t i s t i c s c o n d u c t e d a t ime use survey 

w i t h t ime al located to several categories: paid w o r k , domes t ic , educadon , commun i ty , 

soc ia l , a c t i ve le isure a n d pass ive l e i su re . 

Pass ive leisure ma in ly cons is t s o f leisure rime spent in the home and includes activities 

s u c h as r e a d i n g , l i s t e n i n g to the radio o r m u s i c , w a t c h i n g t e l e v i s i o n , and res t ing . 

T h e a m o u n t t ) f t i m e spen t engaged in pass ive leisure ac t i v iues has inc reased across 

a l l ages b e t w e e n 1 9 9 2 a n d 1997 . T h e largest inc rease has b e e n i n the l .S-24 age 

g roup , w h o s e average da i l y pa s s ive le isure t ime more t han d o u b l e d . 

7 . 1 P A S S I V E L E I S U R E 1 9 9 2 & 1 9 9 7 

average time spent per day, by age 

M 
0) 

3 

15-24 35-44 .)':-f,4 ',f.-n4 64+ 

1992 1997 

S o u r c e : Ho» Auslralians Usr Their Time. ( A B S C a t . 4 1 5 3 . 0 ) 
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77x' Centrv/dt hulifK'iuk'iit Studies 

Main lA-lsure/Cultural Activities 

Hie figures on main leisure activities in Figure 7.2 show the most c-ommon leisure at l ivi i ies , 

both act ive and passive. Not surprisingly. TV' is still the most popular leisure a a i v i t y in 

!'>")". taking ( n e r i w o a n t l a li.ill hours o l iL i i l y k isure time o n aver.ige. In 1992. T \ ' v x - w ing 

was fol lowed by sotialLsing. but in 1997. socialising w:is replaced by talking' as the secx)rKl 

most t ime-consuming leisure aciivitv-. The distinction be tween .Mxrialising and ta lking is 

that .sccialLsing Ls an acl i \e , out-t>f-lu>me group ai l iv i iy where;is talking is genenilly a |-Ki.ssj\ i - . 

in-the-home a i l i v i i y such as talking on t l ic telephone. T i m e spent reading also increa.sed 

Ix-iween l ' / ) 2 . i n d I W " 

7 . 2 M A I N L E I S U R E A C T I V I T I E S 1 9 9 2 & 1 9 9 7 

average time spent per day 

Reading Socialising Relaxing Talking 

.Source' Hotr .Aii.'ilraliam Vsi'Their Time. ( . \B.S(; ; i t . 4153.0) 
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SiATE OF niE NATION 

leleviskMi 

airmidy iKrtcd. t i k s tsion watching ahsorhs a major pan of the Ici.suK- lime of Australians 

.iiui the penc ' i ral ion o f television sets into Austral ian homes is viruial ly total, l l i e market 

rt^search c o m p a n y .N'ieLsen repotted in l 'W8 thai in lx>th regional and meinipol i tan areas. 

100% of homes had at least one television and 87"'fi had at least one V C R (v ideo cassette 

a-iortler). Aixn iml 5H"ii o l homes have more than < >i\c rele\'isk)n and around 20^b have more 

than o n e V C R . 

A 1992 survey cummivs ioned by lln- ( then) . \us i ia l ian Uroadcastm^ Tni iuna l xske i l wh ich 

t alegr>ries of programs were \ iewed "witli lul l aiieiiilon'. As can Ix - seen in Fixure 7.3. news 

had the h ixhes i rating, follow i-d by current affairs, documentaries, movies and .serials. 

7 . 3 T V W A T C H I N G w i t h F U L L A T T E N T I O N 

N«w» CurrwVAfTnn Ctocumenlanm Movn Sport Co(ti«(ftM InfolainfTwot 

males 

S o u r c e l.ifiilM M ilh '/'(�/{�l isinii \ i is lr: i l i ; in Hii>ucicaslinji Trihiin.il . 
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The C.tnlrt for IftdfpfHdeii/ Sluditt 

T h e Nielsen oiganisation maintains a continuing coverage (jf T V viewing behaviour 

throughout Australia vkith 'people meters' installed in a sample o f 3600 households. 

This IS claimed to be rcpa-sentativc of the 6 million households and almost 19 millicm 

people in Australia. It is also claimed to be more accurate than the diary-based method 

of estimating viewing umc used by the A B S (as for l-'igua- 7.2) to collect the figures 

a-portcci above. T h i s is reflected m a larger average viewing time per day (over 3 hours 

compared with the 2 and a half hours rep<irtcd by the A B S ) . T h e statistics v\ hich follow 

arc derived from the Nielsen sampling. 

� D a i l y average v iewing time changed only sl ightly f r o m 1991 to 1997 in all age 

gniups reported. W h e n extrapolated to a weekly average, however, weekly v iewing 

was one hour less than in 1991 and 1994 for all age groups except teens 13-17 and 

people 16-24. 

m i 

Al l People 

Ages 5-12 

Ages 13-17 

Ages 16-24 

. \gcs 25-54 

Ages 55+ 

Daily 
3hr 12mins 

2hr 31mins 

2hr 40mins 

2hr 23mins 

3hr 04mins 

4hr 24mins 

Weekly (appwx.) 
2 2 h r s 

1 8 h r s 

1 9 h r s 

1 7 h r s 

21 hrs 

31 hrs 

O n average, about a third o f people arc v iewing televis ion between the hours o f 

6pm and midnight throughout the ycac 

T h e most popular viewing hours arc between 7pm and 9 p m , w h e n the average 

audience is close to 4 2 % o f the populat ion. (P"igure 7.4). V i e w i n g t imes have 

s h o w n a trend towards the later hours o f the evening. 

Sunday is the most popular day for T V viewing, fo l lowed by Monday. 

7 . 4 T V V I E W I N G T H R O U G H O U T t h e D A Y 1 9 9 4 & 1 9 9 7 

per cent of total people viewing television 
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Source: ll'Trends 1995, 199g, Nie lsen 
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STATE OF THE NAnoN 

l ilni and Cinema 

Despite p r e d i a k ) n s diat the cinemxi w o u l d not a - iover f rom the chalk-nge o f TV', the film 

iixlustrv' has nv >n- tluin held its own in competitkin w lih T \ ' in rexent ye.irv lints LS reflected 

in the number o f s c r i v a s availalik- arxi , nx)re signific-.intly. in aiieixlancx". 

Thea* has been a l a n d in a-cvnt years towaals multi-stTixn cinciiiii complexc-s. C < H I S C I | U C I U I \ , 

tlie incTCase in the numlx-r <̂ { S I T C X - I I S I U L S mx Ixx-n ni;iichi-d by an i i x rea.se in the numlx-r ()f 

separate buildings housing the scTeens. 

7 . 5 N U M B E R o f C I N E M A S C R E E N S 1 9 8 7 - 1 9 9 8 

1800 

jg 1000 
E 
3 

I 

1987 1990 1993 1994 

Source: Mot ion Picture Distributors A.ssociaiion. 

1996 1996 1997 1998 
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Tbe Centre for Independent Stndiis 

l igure 7.6 shows that, with the excepti<m of 1987, c inema attendances have increased 

every year from 1984 to 1998, almost tripling over that period. Box office figures 

reached 629 million dollars in 1998 - a 7.8% increase on the previous year. 

7 . 6 C I N E M A A D M I S S I O N S 1 9 8 4 - 1 9 9 8 

1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 

Source: Mot ion Picture Distr ibutors Assoc iauon 
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STATV. OF T W NATK)N 

C u l t u r a l A t t e n d a n c e s 

TTic most recent survey on attendances at cultural venues and events c«>nducied by 

the A B S was in 1994-95. Selected results fn>m that survey can be found in the 1997 

edition t)f .Stale of the Nation. In the absence o f a more recent report, attendances at 

the Sydney O p e r a H o u s e from 1973-74 to 1997-98 arc s h o w n in I-igure 7.7. T h e 

attendances arc s h o w n as the rate per 1(10.000 population in N e w South Wales. 

Attendances fluctuated quite strongly in the twenty five year per iod, except in the 

case o f chamber m u s i c / c o n c e r t s , wh ich had lower attendances than the other types 

o f performances , and were relarively consistent. 
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The CiHtrt far InJependml Studies 

T h e S o c i a l a n d C u l t u r a l E f f e c t s o f T e l e v i s i o n a n d F i l m 

There can hardly be any question that both television and f i lms have given immense 

pleasure, entertainment, and instruction to hundreds o f mi l l ions , and m o d e m life 

without them w o u l d be gnratly impover i shed in many ways . Yet there arc m a n y 

who deplore their effects in supplanring established forms o f social interaction, and 

in supposedly lowering aesthetic and c r i u c a l s tandards in d r a m a and the arts; as 

there are many, also, who blame films and television for the deadening o f humane 

sentiment and standards o f decency through excessive v io lence , the celebration o f 

sexual l icence, distract ion from educat ional ef fort , and the impl ic i t d ismissal o f 

some moral norms. 

There is no general agreement about the criteria o f measurement that shou ld be 

adopted in assessing the balance for good or ill, or how such measures, if agreed, can 

be reliably applied. Psycho-soc ia l tests o f various k inds have in fact been used to 

show connect ions between f i lm and television watch ing a n d the frequency of , for 

example , aggression in chi ldren, with recent results particularly indicating that there 

is a positive reladonship. Others argue that television, in particular, is implicated in 

induc ing individual passivity, reduced social interact iv i ty , and the wi thdrawal o f 

energies from a variety- o f c ivic engagements to the privacy o f the living room and 

the T V screen. 

C h i l d r e n a n d T e l e v i s i o n 

Concern is f requently expressed abmit the effects o f relevision watching on chi ldren, 

and whether it contributes to increased v io lence a n d m o r a l laxity, or w h e t h e r it 

disturbs them emotionally. Beyond the stn>ng intuit ion o f most people that so 

p o w e r f u l a m e d i u m , and the /e^/'r/'mar/'/J^impact o f its cultural auth«)rity, must 

have c « ) n s e q u c n c e s in shaping the attitudes o f the young, these arc difficult quesrions 

to answer scienti f ical ly and conc lus ive ly , and beyond the scope o f this book. 

H o w e v e r , studies by the Austral ian Broadcast ing Author i ty o f chi ldren's v i ewing 

behaviour and re-actions give us s«)me insights. 

� Some 62% of the children sur^�e^�ed claimed to watch televisic)n every day, and 27% 

said they watched most days but not every day. 

� Parental and adult rules about watching television were reported by 89% of children. 

� O v e r half the children sur\ cyed indicated that, on occas ion , they had stopped 

watching a pa)gram because something upset them (66% o f girls and 44% of boys). 

� T h e type o f violence shown laigcly influenced the way children reacted. H a l f claimed 

they liked to watch programs that are action-packed with fights, guns and car chases; 

but 62% said the)' did not like programs that showed children being h u n or "whacked", 

and a majority did not like to see pn)grams where animals were hurt or killed. 

Unl ike television, charges o f reducing social intcracti<m have not been laid against 

movies for the obv ious reas<m that the c inema i t se l f is an arena o f h u m a n contact , 

albeit o f a relatively impersonal and passive k i n d . T h e cha ige against m o v i e s has 

been condemnat ion o f the violent and amoral content o f the movies themselves. 
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STATE OF T H E NATION 

WhiUeN'er mig lu Ix - the var>inn j i i t l x ^ n i f n l s ; I I X H I I the s i K i . i l ;mcl moral i<)iiM-<|iientcs of 

te levis ion and f i lm , there is no douln ing tlieir power to inform, entertain and i n f l uen i e 

those w h o w a t c h them. T h e y are l u l i u r a l a n i l soc ial forces o f the first order, and their 

excel lence or otherwise w ill continue to play a major p;iit in shaping national attitudes 

spon 

The importance of sport in the Aiisimlian way of life and as an element of national well-

Iv ing needs no emphasis. Tlie .\usin«lian Bureau of Statistics cx>nclucied a series of ,sur\ eys 

in 1993-94. l9S)S-96and 19')7-yK to estimate IK>W many people were involved in sports The 

c tmtent of this survey changed in the 1997-9K survey to include organised competiticjns and 

non-organised sports such as fishing and golf. where;is the earlier surveys reportc-d only 

< irganLsed sports. 

7 . 8 P A R T I C I P A T I O N i n S P O R T 1 9 9 4 . 1 9 9 6 . 1998* 

per cent of people 
('1998 inc/udes non-organised sports) 
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The Ctnin/or Indtptndtnt Studies 

The change in sport participation rates as a result of the inclusion o f non-oiganised 

sports has been quite dramatic. O f the most popular sports in otganiscd compctiti<ins 

in 1993-94 for men - golf, cricket, basketball, Australian Rules football, tennis, 

lawn bowls, indoor cricket, squash, rugby league and rugby uni<m - only golf, 

tennis and cricket remained in ihe top 10 popular spurts for 1997-98, when non-

oiganiscd sport is included. 

A similar picture emended for women's spcjrt participation. T h e sports with the 

highest parucipation in 1993-94 were netball, tennis, golf, basketball, lawn bowls, 

squash, hockey, indoor cricket, cricket and Australian Rules football . In 1997-98, 

with the inclusion o f non-otganised sports, only netball, tennis and golf remained 

in the top 10. 

7 .9 M E N P L A Y I N G S P O R T 1 9 9 4 , 1 9 9 6 , 1 9 9 8 * 
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STAW < » 110. NATION 

I n f o r m a t i o n T e c h n o l o g y 

I'ij^urc "^.11 shows the number o f households in Austraba where a C()niputer was 

used frequently (at least tmcc a week) in 1994, 1996 and 1998. I t also shows the 

family structure o f these households - whether they consist of a couple with no 

children, a couple wi th children, a single parent wi th children, single persons, or 

other. 

T h e largest, and fastest growing gn)up o f frequent users o f computers is couples 

with children. Between 1994 and 1998, the number of couple families with children 

who used a computer frequently increased from 88U,(M)() to 1,4()0,00(t families. This 

figure represents 60% o f all like households. T h e total number o f computers in 

Austral ian households increased from 1.9 million in 1994 to 3.3 miJlif)n in 1998. 

7 . 1 1 H O U S E H O L D S F R E Q U E N T L Y U S I N G 

a C O M P U T E R 1 9 9 4 - 1 9 9 8 

by household type 
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TheC^hvJbr huUfxiuknil Sliuties 

Kigurf 7.12 shows t h f nuniln-rof malt- and ffmalc frec|iit.-ni lompulcr iis<Ts in I ' W i and 

19SW. In 1996,30"<i niorc males than feniiilL-s usc-d a compiitcr frtxincnlly at home. By I ' W , 

this difference IKUI i k \ a-.LscxI u > I i In l> >ili \ c.irs. ihe liigliesi |>re\ aienivof li(iniea)m(Xiler 

use wasanu)ngpei)pU- .igi d >-l~(5(l"/ip). 

7 . 1 2 P E O P L E U S I N G a C O M P U T E R F R E Q U E N T L Y 1 9 9 6 . 1 9 9 8 
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STATE O F T H F NATION 

The number ot houseliolds with home iniemei access is growing rapidly. In the 6 months 

from February to August in 1998. this numlx-r increa.sed by 45% - from 854, 000 to 1.2 

million. Figure 7.13 shows that again, tlx- largest group of home internet u.sers Is ciniples 

w iih children, who account for almost half of all households with internet acce.ss 

Unlike most forms of media, the content of t lx world-wide web - the net\\ ork of teltiihoni' 

lines, Iompuiers and iiilernet .SITMM-S and subscrilx'iN - is not subKxl to cx-n.sorship, although 

that question Ls currently under coaskieratkm bv tlie lViler.il (i< n enimeni. I lcAvc-\er. pan-nis 

concerned thai their children imy he exposetl to inappropriate, often sexually explicit. 

malcTi;il a m purchase sottwan- thai acts as a .stiwning ck.-\ ice to bkxk tlie vic-wing of iniemei 

sites that have l)ecn so identific-d. 

7 . 1 3 H O U S E H O L D S A C C E S S I N G the I N T E R N E T f r o m H O M E 

F e b 1 9 9 8 - A u g 1 9 9 8 

by household type 

600 

* 400 

* 300 

i ! 

Fob 98 May-Se Aug-98 

IoouptenocWklr»n J eomit»cWtten ^ [ ttngt*parenl | | iingl»pt»on» I , >i--

Source: Lsc of the Jfitcnici hy HoiisfboUlers (AUS c:at. 8147.0) 

113 



TljeCeiihvfor hukpetitlfiil Siiulicv 

CivU Society 

In a special report lor the Australian Bureau of Statistics. Asscx iate Professor Mark Lyons, 

from the University t)f Technology in Sydney, suggesLs that there are signs thai the niimlx-r 

u l non-profit organisations and jx-ople's involvement in them might be declining. The 

orgimLsatums where tliLs decline is apparent include cburclu's. poliiit-il paitks. trade unions 

(see Figure 8.18). .servitv clubs. stxxJts and guides, and kK.^1 sponing aswxiaiions Kunher. 

the intnxluction of poki r machines to hotels has placed some .strain on the revenue 

I )pp< mimities of registered clubs. 

Figure 7.14 shows the rate of vjJunteering (the proportion of men and women aged 15 or 

more who re|X)ned luving volunieeretl at least once in the previous 12 months), in 1982 

and 1995 for Victoria and Queensland, and in 1986 and 199S for Ne%v South Wales. ThLs 

survey data from the ABS was published in the .Australian joiimal t)f Volunteering in 199H 

Tliere has been a marked decline in the numlxr of people \'olunteering from tlie 1980s to 

the 1990s in all three states. Howe\er. odier siaiistics from the ABS show that, in Vicloria 

and QueensLintl. Ix)tli the average and the total annual numlxTol litxus worked l>y N'oluntei rs 

increa.sed Ix-lween 1982 and I99S This indicates that fewer people are making a larger 

contrihiition to xolunleering work. 

7 . 1 4 V O L U N T E E R I N G 1 9 8 2 - 1 9 9 5 
per cent of 15* population in New South Wales. Victoria and Queensland 

who volunteered in previous 12 months 

NSW woman V I C men OLD men OLD women 

; 1966 1995 

Source: Lyons, M. & Fabiaasson. C. (19<?8). Is volunteering declining in .Auslralia.'" 

AustruliUN /(lunuiJqf'Voiiitikx'rin^. .if2j. 15-21. 
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Preface 

aitvimk perlonitiiKL". iiKMsuix-dtiy n.ilKWul prtKhic1i\il>', urKk-qiiaslhepossibilitKS. 

of s(K iai and i iiliiir.il life and |>rof<nimlly infliicnix-s thcopiionuniili.'N loi iiiilivi(lu.il 

i well-lx"ing. This century lia.s .shown that the eu»noniii> w hich best meet I I K - inaterial 

needs of Uicir citizens arc (iKise in which pnxluctive capacity is ovcrvv helriiingl^- privately 

owncil ami operates u ithin a njmpetitix'c en\ in)nnK'nt under a goveniiiK-ntal .iixi regubtorv 

.system Ixi.sed U|n>n the integrity of iastitutions. the rule of law and e«|ualit> ix-fore the law 

.Although the Austr:ilian economy a-mains heavily regulated in comparison with many 

(Hher dc-\vl< >|X il i < Hintrics in nxx ni \e.irs gt i\en>mental policies luive Ix gun to open up the-

economy to inieniatioiial i (Mnpfiiiion. to pri\aijM- enterprises and iiiiliiiesihai wea* loniiiTly 

KoMrnment <>|X.Tated. to re-establish in«)nelary stability and low intlation. to balance 

government builgets. and in crtliiT w .iys to l.iy tiie gnnindwork lor enterpnse and greater 

efficieiKy. Tlie results of these changes are Ix-i oming apparent in a i hallenging but moa* 

stable and prediilable c-nvironment Ic ir eiiteq>ri.si-. and im ri a îng pn Kliictiv Ity .incl nation.il 

wealth. 

Nevenhelt"ss, unemployment is still unnec »-ssarily and unac ceptably high, and Au.stralia 

I (iniinues to lag Ix-liind many (KheiKiiintries on a numlx-r of economit im asua's despite 

our very coasidenible natural advantages aixl an able population. So, much remains to Ix-

done. 

In the pages that foHow. changes arxl trends in ntijor segments ol tlx- i-conomy, including 

tlie lalxHir market, are trat ked and rcvordc-tl Ihe brief commentaric-s .accompanying the 

figua*s and tables are designed to draw attention to the nxwe signincani feaiiia-s rc\-ealed 

and. where appmpriate. to .siig^cM M nur O I their iniplu .iiions. 



STMT-, (W na- NATION 

S E C T I O N 8 : 

THE ECONO.Vn 

Structure of the E c o n o m y 

A hundred years ago, Australia 's per capita income was the highest in the wcjrld 

(together with Aigentina). F i f ty years ago, Australia had the third highest per capita 

income in the world, it had dropped to I'Jth place by 1997. .Australia's productivity 

and per capita income gn>wth was overtaken by many other mdustrial and developing 

countries such as Japan and Singapore. Since the middle 1990s, Australian 

productivity and C i D P per capita growth has improved, rcflecring the reforms that 

began in the 1980s. Other industrial countries, however, have also accelerated their 

gn)wth, so that Australia's ranking in the world performance tables is not improving. 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP): The measure, at market, or quasi-markef prices, 

of fotal production of goods and services in a given time period not taking into 

occount v/earing dov^n of capital assets and not including goods and services 

used up in the production process. 

8 . 1 G D P per C A P I T A 1 9 7 6 - 1 9 9 8 ($A) 

1989-90 constant prices 
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"tiOMXCK: Australian Economic Indicators. ( A B S Cat. 1350.0) 

World Development Indicators f99S (World Bank) 
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IheCerUtvforliulcfxiuk'nl Sludies 

Tlte dLstribution of GDP derived from the different imlusirii s lias changed markedly from 

1978-79 to 1997-98. Scrvkx industries geix-niied 2(/)'u of pr«Kluc1kHi-l>ased G D I ' in 1978-79, 

followed ck>sely by numufaciuring. which h;id an W o share In 199'^-98, these figures were 

3 4 % and 1 3 % respectivdy Thegn)wtli in GDP shown in figure 8.1 has I x v n kirgely luelled 

by .service indiisiries, In terms of wealth iTeated. there is no difference in value added 

betwi-en say. manufaciuring and services. Changing industry shares of GDP indicate tlial 

.\ustralia is keeping up wiih world trends, 

IIH'effect of this change ot) the employment scvton* c-an be .stxm in Figures 8. l i and 8.15. 

8 .2 G D P by I N D U S T R Y 

1989-90 constant prices 
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STATK (H- TUF. NAnoN 

Figure 8.3 shows the trend for overseas (f«)re-ign) born)wing by government (official 

liabilities) and the private sector (non-official liabilities). The break in the line at 

1980 reflects a move fr»)m assessment o f habiUues at book value to assessment at 

market value. 

Australia is increasing its external debt. O f f i c i a l (government) borrow ing has not 

been increasing markedly, but private borrowing in the I'orm o f direct foreign 

(including equity) investment has risen. T o the extent that this foreign investment 

flows into internationally competitive enterprises, this is very healthy for the 

Austral ian economy, as it adds to domestic savings and hence tt) pn>ductive 

investment. \X here such investment flows into protected industries such as 

automobiles, it doesn't add to Australia's internationally competitive productive 

capacitv. Total external debt has grown from 8% of G D P in 19"'6 to .S9"nof ( i D P in 

1997-98. 

r 

8 . 3 N E T F O R E I G N L I A B I L I T I E S 1 9 5 0 - 1 9 9 8 

per cent to GDP 

lotal net llattHiUes (equrty at book value) 

nMoffldalHibiliiles 

�out net iiatiilitiet lequity ai mantel valuel 

net non-offtcial liatuJitia;* 

Source: Foster; R. A . (1996). Australian Economic Statistics 194 9-50 to 1994-95. 

(Reserve Bank o f Australia). 

Australian Economic Indicators {ABS Cat. 1330.0) 
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The Centre Jar Indefiendenl Studies 

Australia's cxpons arc dominated by minerals and metals, services (tourism and 

education) and rural goods. Australian exports o f gocjds and services arc relatively 

low for a countri,- o f its size, ic. around 20% o f G D P in 1997-98. A rario of 30% 

would be much more comfortable for the economy. In the mid 1980's it was about 

15%. Since then, it has risen but it is still low. 

8 .4 E X P O R T S o f G O O D S a n d S E R V I C E S 1 9 9 7 - 9 8 
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8 . 5 I M P O R T S of G O O D S a n d S E R V I C E S 1 9 9 7 - 9 8 
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Source: Australian Economic lndicators{ARS('M. 1350.0) 

122 



SJATF. or -nn; N.^noN 

Imbalances o f trade have no economic meaning as such and bilateral trade balances 

are unimportant in a liberal trading world. Nevertheless, it is imp<jrtant to diversify 

export and import markets in order to minimise the impact on Australia o f changing 

economic conditions, especially recessions in other countries. 

During the last 50 years, the I 'nitcd States, the United Kingdom and other l^umpcan 

countries have declined in importance as export customers. Japan and other . \sian 

countries have become more important. Imports have also become more diversified. 

8 .6 B d E R C H A N D I S E T R A D E by C O U N T R Y : E X P O R T S 1 9 9 7 - 1 9 9 8 
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8 .7 M E R C H A N D I S E T R A D E by C O U N T R Y : I M P O R T S 1 9 9 7 - 1 9 9 8 
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The Centre for Independent Studies 

I n f l a t i o n 

Inflation may be defined as a general rise in the price of goods and scr\'ices, that is , 

a situation where money is relatively plentiful in relation to the supply o f goods 

and services so that their prices arc driven upwards. Inf la t ion is thus a 'monetary' 

phenomenon. I t is a ' tax' on those with low incomes, particularly on gn)ups such 

as pensioners and social security recipients, whose incomes are rcladvcly inflexible. 

Figure 8.8 shows the history o f inflation in . \ustralia as measured by percentage 

changes in consumer prices since 19.S0. T h e sudden rise in 19.S I reflects the huge 

increase in wool prices during the Korean VX'ar, leading to increases in incomes, and 

the consequent rise in prices as demand for goods increased. Inf lauon then subsided 

until the 197()s when increases in the price o f petroleum led to world-wide high 

rates o f inflation. I n Australia, where the 1989 to 1991 recession was unduly deep, 

there were considerable costs with monthly unemployment peaking at more than 

12%. Subsequently, inflation has been maintained at low levels. 

8 .8 A V E R A G E W E E K L Y E A R N I N G S ( M A L E ) a n d C O N S U M E R 

P R I C E I N D E X 1 9 5 0 - 1 9 9 8 

per cent change 
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Source: I oster,R.A. (1996). .4j»/ /r tf /^« Iiconomic Statistics 1949-5U to 1994-95. 

(Reserve Bank of Australia). 

Australian Economic Indicators{\?,SCM. 13.50.0) 
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STATI-. O F THt. N.ATK»J 

Australia was not a good performer in terms o f controlling inflation in the 1980s, 

but has greatly impn)vcd and now has one o f the best records in the world 

(Tabic I ) . 

Average earnings increased faster than intlation f rom 1955 to 1975 ( l igure 8.8), 

probably contributing to the difficulties o f containing inflat ion, but have since 

closely followed price trends. 

Inf la t ion undermines savings and chstorts investment decisitins. It exacerbates 

uncertainty which is always present in ec<inomic as in other aspects of l i fe , so that 

It hinders economic gn)wth. Bringing inflation under control has thus encouraged 

gn)wth in recent years (sec Figure 8.1). 

T a b l e 1 . I N F L A T I O N i n S O M E H I G H I N C O M E C O U N T R I E S 

average annual perc^tage growth 

Country % growth 1980-1990 % growth 1990-1996 

Switzerland 2.9 2.6 

Japan 1.7 1.1 

Norway 7.4 2 .1 

Singapore 1 6 2.4 

Denmork 5.5 1 9 

United States of America 4.2 3 0 

Germany 2.2 3.3 

Australia 7.9 2.4 

Source: World Development Indicators / S'S'.V ( ^ o r l d Bank) 
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Tbt Ctttirt for Indipendtnt Studies 

G o v e r n m e n i E x p e n d i t u r e 

Govcmmeni expenditure has consumed an increasing share o f G D P , with the biggest 

increase in per capita spending going to pensions and f)ther social benefits. T h e 

share of C ; D P devoted U ) social security payments has been rising steeply and so has 

expenditure on public goods and services. Mspcnditure on infrastructure (roads, 

bridges and other pubhc utilities) in contrast, has remained static. 

8 . 9 R E A L G R O W T H I n G O V E R N M E N T E X P E N D I T U R E 

1 9 6 2 - 1 9 9 8 

annual expenditure per capita, constant 1989-90 prices 

Social Security K M«Kar« 

Source: Australian National Accounts: Income, Hxpenditurt and Product. 

( A B S Cat. 5206.0) 
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STAHi <» T H F . N A T I O N 

U n t i l 1997-98, an increased rate o f publ ic spending ('oudays*) outs t r ipped the rate o f 

gn)Wth o f the e c o n o m y and also the rate o f increase i n revenue. T h e rapid grow th 

in p u b l i c expend i tu re as an inc reas ing share o f C I D P led to a ch ron ic budget def ic i t 

and therefore an inc rease in pub l i c debt, unt i l the adopr ion ot balanced budget 

po l i c i e s . 

G o v e r n m e n t s h a v e to f o l l o w r ea soned , t r a n s p a r e n t q u a l i t a t i v e and quan t i t a t ive 

e x p e n d i t u r e a n d r e v e n u e p o l i c i e s i f budge ts are to p l ay a p o s i t i v e e c o n o m i c and 

soc ia l r o l e . 

8.10 PUBLIC S E C T O R OUTLAYS and R E C E I P T S 1950-1998 
per cent of GDP 
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S o u r c c : Fos t e r . R . A . ( 1 9 9 6 ) . Australian Economic Statistics 1949-50 to 1994-95. 
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Tbr Cenin for IndrptndeHt Sludits 

T a x a t i o n 

T a x revenues as a percentage o f G D P have i n c r e a s e d to c o v e r r i s i n g e x p e n d i t u r e . 

T h e inc rease c o n s i s t s largely <»f g n ) w t h i n p e r s o n a l inc<»me t a x . O t h e r t a x e s h a v e 

remained stable, o r f a l l e n . P e r s o n a l i n c o m e tax has d o u b l e d s i n c e 1950. A f a l l f r o m 

1987 to 1995 largely reflects the e f f ec t s o f the 1989 to 1991 recession. 

Austra l ia ' s p r t jg ress ive tax s y s t e m , c o m b i n e d w i t h the i n f l a t i o n a r y c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h 

p r e v a i l e d u n t i l r e c e n d y . m e a n t that n o m m a l ( m o n e y ) i n c o m e s rose to m a t c h 

inc reas ing p r i c e s . T a x p a y e r s m o v e d in to a h i g h e r tax b r a c k e t ( ' b r a c k e t c r eep" ) , s o 

that they h a d to pay m o r e t ax . I n f l a t i c m w a s t h u s a k i n d o f tax m a g n i f i e r ; w h i l e 

n o m i n a l i n c o m e s rose , ac tua l p u r c h a s i n g p o w e r rose m o r e s l o w l y . 

I. 

8.11 COMMONWEALTH TAXATION 1950-1998 
per cent o« GDP 

'̂̂  

Pt -S 'JTJ - V . . ^ - - . 1 . Company l u All omw ConuTwnoMMtaaM 

.Source: Fos t e r ; R . A . ( 1 9 9 6 ) . Australian EcoHomic Statistics 1949-50 to 1994-95. 

( R e s e r v e B a n k o f A u s t r a l i a ) . 

Australian Economic Inilicators(ABSC.zt. 13.50.0) 
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S T A T I ' <>I nil-: N A T I O N 

T h e m a x i m u m pe r sona l i n c o m e tax fe l l to 4 7 % (plus Medicare I C V T ) i n 1990-91 ami 

has r ema ined s table at that rate d u r i n g the 1990s. T h e tax rate o n average week ly 

ea rn ings , h o w e v e r , increased a f t e r 1950. Recen t decreases have bn)ught it back to 

the l eve l o f the late 1970s . 

8 . 1 2 P E R S O N A L I N C O M E T A X R A T E ; S 1 9 5 0 - 1 9 9 8 

' Maryinal rala nn avetaQB weekly oamings Maxrmum marginal ralo 

S<jurcc: Fos t e r . R . A . (}996). Auifru/ian Uconomic Statistics 1949-50 to 1994-95. 

( R e s e r v e B a n k o f A u s t r a l i a ) . 

Taxation Kei enue. ( A B S C a t . 5 5 0 6 . 0 ) 
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Tbf Ctnin for Indiptndtnl Studirs 

I n 1950 it w a s ncccssan - to c a m twcn t ) ' t imes the average w e e k l y wage to at t ract 

the top mai>;inal tax rate. B y 1995, the top matg i i ia l rate c a m e in to e t fec t at less than 

t^»'ice average w e e k l y camings . I n 1998. the m a x i m u m m a i g i n a l tax b racke t was 

only 1.4 t imes the average w e e k l y wage . 

Because this t rend reduces the p ropor t ion o f ea rn ings i n the w a g e earner ' s hands , it 

a lso r educes the i n c e n t i v e f o r a d d i t i o n a l w o r k o r e f f o r t at r e l a t i v e l y l o w l e v e l s o f 

ea rn ings . .Addi t ional ly , it increases the a t t r a c t i ve ne s s o f t ax m i n i m i s a t i o n s c h e m e s 

and s o d i v e r t s r e sou rce s f r o m w e a l t h c r e a t i o n a n d p r o d u c t i v e e m p l o y m e n t to tax 

m i n i m i s a t i o n . 

A recent ( ) l .< D study dcmc instratcN that A u s t r a l i a ' s i n c o m e tax s t ruc ture i s o n e o f 

the most regress ive in the d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s . 

8.13 THRESHOLD for TOP MARGINAL TAX RATES 

1930-1998 
ratio to average male wages 

o 

1 

Source: f-oster, R . A . {XSi'ib). Australian liconomic Statistics 1949-50 to 1994-95. 

( R e s e r v e B a n k o f A u s t r a l i a ) . 

Akstralian Economic /»///<-<»/or/(ABS C a t . 1350.0 
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ST.MF- >V rttt. N A T I O N 

L a b o u r F o r c e 

.Austra l ian l a b o u r pa r t i c ip . i r i on rates ( i c . w o r k i n g f u l l - t i m e or pa r t - t ime , o r l o o k i n g 

f o r w o r k ) f o r m e n h a \ e been f a l l i n g as m o r e m e n h a v e b e e n s t a y i n g l o n g e r in 

e d u c a t i o n . 

A u s t r a l i a n w o m e n ' s pa r t i c ipa t ion in the l abour fo rce , a l though h igher than 2 0 years 

ago, I S s t i l l l o w e r t h a n s o m e o the r i ndus t r i a l coun t r i e s I n S w e d e n , w o m e n ' s l abour 

force pa r t i c ipa t ion rates arc ove r 7 5 % (Wor ld D e v e l o p m e n t Ind ica tors , Wor ld B a n k ) . 

More m e n a n d w o m e n have heen c h o o s i n g pa r t - t ime e m p l o y m e n t . T h e pa r t - t ime 

p r o p o r t i o n o f the l abou r torce has inc reased f m m 7 % in 1965 to 2 6 % in 1998. M o r e 

than 7 0 % o f p a r t - t i m e w o r k e r s arc w o m e n and 45'Mi o f e m p l o y e d w o m e n w o r k 

p a r t - t i m e . M o s t m e n a n d w o m e n w h o w o r k p a r t - t m i e c h o o s e to d o so , t hough 

about a t h i rd , i n c l u d i n g mar r i ed w o m e n , w o u l d prefer to w o r k longer (not necessari ly 

f u l l - t i m e ) h o u r s . S t u d y i n g and c a r i n g f o r c h i l d r e n are the p r i n c i p a l , t hough no t the 

o n l y , r easons f o r w o r k i n g par t - t ime . 

LABOUR F O R C E PARTICIPATION 
numt>er and rate per 100,000 population 

M E N M A R R I E D W O M E N U N M A R R I E D W O M E N 

millions rate millions rale millions rate 

1978-79 4.1 78.5 1.4 41.0 1.0 46.4 

Feb 1999 5.4 73.0 2 3 55.0 1.7 53.1 

S o u r c e : Labour rone, Australia: Annual. ( A B S C a t . 6204 .0 ) 

Labour l orre. Australia: Monthly. ( A B S C a t . 6 2 0 3 . 0 ) 
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Ihe Centreforhidepeiuhtit Studies 

Changes in i h c sectoral s t ruaure of the economy are re'flci l c i l i n i luinging employment 

t h.ir.uiiTisiK s Ser\-ices li;ive lK-ix)nK- the leading employer, opening up n e w oprxmunit ies 

for w o m e n workeI^. T l i e se i hanges arc- al.so apparent in the distribution of G D I ' (F igure 

8.2). 

8.14 MALE EBfPLOYMENT by INDUSTRY 1997-98 

GovammenI administration Agncutojre, foraslry 
and fishing 6% 
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8.15 F E M A L E EMPLOYMENT by INDUSTRY 1997-98 

Agriculture, twestry arxj rishing 4% 
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Source: IxihourForce, Atislralici. < AH.S Cat. 6204.0) 
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S T . M E O I - N A T H W 

The essence o f a m a r k e t sys tem is that wh i l e some businesses succeed, others f a i l . 

B a n k r u p t c y l aws enable those w h o fa i l to deal fa i r ly w i t h their creditors and to t r j ' 

again i f they w i s h . R i s i n g number s o f bankruptc ies arc ind ica tors o f several t rends , 

i n c l u d m g the appropr ia teness o f m a c r o c c o n o m i c pol ic ies . T h e i r main meaning , 

h o w e v e r ; is to s h o w the venturcsomeness o f entrepreneurs. A s protect ionism declined 

in A u s t r a l i a , the i nc idence o f bankruptc ies has r i sen , perhaps re l lec i inf ; the effects 

o f bo th increas ing compe t i t i on and at tempts to exp lo i t n e w opportuni t ies . 

o 
o 

£ 

fQ 

8.16 BANKRUPTCIES 1903-1997 
business and non-business bankruptcies per 100,000 population 
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S o u r c e : Bankruptcj Act 1966. Annual Report 1996-97 
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Tbf Centn for Indtptndtnl Studies 

W h i l e the total area f a r m e d i n A u s t r a l i a has r e m a i n e d u n c h a n g e d s i n c e the 1950s , 

the n u m b e r o f f a r m s has d e c l i n e d s teeply as thei r s i z e has i n c r e a s e d . T o c«>n t inue 

to c o m p e t e in te rna t iona l ly , Aus t r a l i an f a r m i n g has had to b e c o m e c a p i t a l a n d 

t echno logy i n t e n s i v e , and therefore to e x p l o i t e c o n o m i c s o f sca le and to b e c o m e 

technolog ica l ly soph i s t i ca t ed , C o m p u t e r i s e d m a n a g e m e n t c o v e r s c r o p and a n i m a l 

i nnova r ion . C o s t accounr ing , i nvesdng i n c o m m o d i t y , interest and e x c h a n g e f u t u r e s 

marke t s has b e c o m e essen t i a l . 

M a n y f a r m e r s , l i k e those in o the r r a p i d l y c h a n g i n g s e c t o r s , h a v e had t l i f f i c u l t i c s 

ad jus t ing . S o m e have had to change thei r o c c u p a t i o n s ( F i g u r e 8 . 1 4 ) . 

4500 

8.17 FARM CONSOLIDATION 1955-1995 
total area of farms, number of farms, average farm size 

;'5(ni.in 

Source : I x - w i s , P . , tt aL ( 1 9 9 8 ) . Issues, Indicators e r \dtas. S o u t h M e l b o u r n e : 

L o n g m a n . 
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S T A T E O F T H E N A T I O N 

Decl in ing inidf un ion mcmlx- r sh ip is a wor ld -wide phenomenon, r e f l e i i i ng cltanging 

intlustriiil and (xai[">:iiion;il stnuTun-s and lietKv changinji irxKistrial relatk>ns I liifn;in aipiial 

(i-duc-alion. training and w o r k experience) has become I I K - pr inci iwl deienninant of lilctime 

t-mpkiymeni, c-.imings ami a.s.set aic\innilalk>n for a rising pn >[X)rtion o f workiTs w h o h;ive 

therefore lost interest in tnide union action with iLsgrcxip. railier tlian individu;illy calibrated, 

earnings a n d w o r k i n g condit ions Whi le the private .setior i-s r e f l e i i i ng lhe.se trends in 

,\iiMr,ilia. ir . i i ie unioni.sni continues to I K - coerced by regulation in ihc public setior. 

8.18 TRADE UNION MEMBERSHIP 1982-1998 
public and pnvate sectors 
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Source: Trade Unions. Aiisiralla ( A B S Cat. 6325.0) 
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Tbe Ccnirt for Independent Studies 

U n e m p l o y m e n t 

U n e m p l o y m e n t rates in A u s t r a l i a have been r e d u c e d i n r e c e n t y e a r s in k e e p i n g 

w i t h the gmwTh o f the economy, but as the c x p o n levels (F igu re 8.4) suggest, Aus t ra l i a 

IS nt)t yet compet i t ive internationally. T h i s is re f lec ted in h igh rates o f u n e m p l o y m e n t . 

F igure 8 .19 s h o w s u n e m p l o y m e n t rates f r o m 1907 to 1 9 9 8 . T h e s e f igu res d o n o t 

r epresen t a l l o f the peop le w h o arc n o t m p a i d e m p l o y m e n t , b e i n g based o n the 

n u m b e r o f people w h o arc registered as u n e m p l o y e d a c c o r d i n g to the c r i t e r i a at the 

t ime. T h e f igures f a l l i n to f o u r pe r iods o f r e l a t i ve s t a b i l i t y : a m o d e r a t e l e v e l o f 

u n e m p l o y m e n t , o f 5 % to 7 % , b e t w e e n 1907 a n d 1 9 2 3 ; v e r y h i g h u n e m p l o y m e n t 

rising to 2 5 % , i n 1933 , at the height o f the G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n ; ve ry l o w ra tes o f 

u n e m p l o y m e n t , be tween 1 % and 3 % , f m m 1943 to 1973 ; and a re turn to m o d e r a t e , 

t hough u n a c c c p t a b l y h i g h , l e v e l s o f u n e m p l o y m e n t , b e t w e e n 7 % a n d 1 0 % , in the 

1980s and ear ly 1990s . 

T h e p r o p o r t i o n o f u n e m p l o y e d people w h o are l o n g - t e r m u n e m p l o y e d ( 5 2 w e e k s 

o r more) has doub led i n the past 20 years t'rom 1 6 % i n 1979 to 3 2 % in 1998 (peak ing 

at 3 7 % i n 1 9 9 4 ) . 

8.19 UNEMPLOYBilENT IN T H E LONG T E R M 1907-1998 
per cent of labour force aged 15-i-
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S o u r c e : Labour Font, Australia. ( A B S C a t . 6 2 0 4 . 0 ) 

Yearbooks ( A B S C a t . 1301 .0) 
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S T A T F O F TtiK N A T I O N 

Approx ima te ly 3 H % o f the unemployed are agexl 15 to 2 1 years o l d T h i s L S m u c h higher 

tJian their pniport ion (about 2<)""» of the Lib<x.ir fori-e. ( ) f tiK-se. the hinlK-si u imnployinent 

US among the 15 to 19 year oii is w h o are not participating in eilucation. 

I ne inp loymen i rales are higher for girls than fo r boys in this age group ( 3 2 % and 25%. 

r e s i x . i i i \ i . - l \ . Ill i W *)8> l l i e l.n k o l e i i u i a l i o n ami ski l l .ire l l i e pri iH ip.il ( .lust-. ,t\ 

unemployineni f< >t all age groups. For young people, not ox ettxxning ilK-se disabilities often 

meaas a lifetime of p<x>r tnnploynHrnt experience 

8.20 UNEMPLOYED 15-19 YEAR OLDS 1979-1998 
per cent of 15-19 year olds 
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Source: Australian Economic liuliccitors. ( . \ B S Clat. 1350,0) 
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Tbf Centre for Indeprndenl Studies 

Appn>ximatc ly 175,000 t w o parent f ami l i e s w i t h dependen t c h i l d r e n aged 0 to 24 
years have nei ther parent w o r k i n g . T h i s n u m b e r is l a igc , bu t it represents on ly 
about H" 11 o f t\*() paa-nt famil ies . I n temis o f gove rnmen t po l i cy , th is g roup represents 
a soc ia l ly impor tan t p r o b l e m . 

F igure 8.21 analyses t rends f o r r u o parent f ami l i e s w i t h ne i the r paren t w o r k i n g , by 

age o f dependent c h i l d r e n . T h e pattern is the same f o r the three gre>ups r ep re sen ted , 

w i t h a laige inc rease in parental u n e m p l o y m e n t i n the ea r ly 1990s , s t ab i l i s ing in the 

m i d t o late 1990s. T h e n u m b e r o f u n e m p l » > y c d p a r e n t s o f c h i l d r e n aged 0 t o 4 h a v e 

been cons i s ten t ly h igher than f o r the o ther age g roups . S o m e m o t h e r s take u p w o r k 

w h e n thei r c h i l d r e n r each s c h o o l age. 

8.21 TWO-PARENT FAMILIES with C H I L D R E N with 

NEITHER PARENT EMPLOYED 
families wilti ctnildren aged 0-4. 5-9, 10-14 
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S o u r c e : Labour Force Status and Other Characteristics of Families. ( A B S C a t . 

6 2 2 4 . 0 ) 
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S T A T I - < H nil- N . A T T O N 

T h e l o w e s t e m p l o y m e n t rates f o r b o t h s ingle and m a r r i e d m o t h e r s arc f o r those 

w i t h c h i l d r e n aged less t han 4 years o ld . F .mp l t )ymen t rates i nc rease as c h i l d r e n 

reach sch«>ol age a n d t h e n aga in , p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r s ing le m o t h e r s , w h e n c h i l d r e n 

r each 15 y e a r s . 

T h e p r o p o r t i o n o f m a r r i e d m o t h e r s e m p l o y e d f u l l - t i m e and pa r t - t ime has changed 

l i t t le fn>m 1990 to 1 9 9 8 , I n the same p e r i o d , h o w e v e r , pa r t - t ime e m p l o y m e n t 

increased a n d f u l l - t i m e e m p l o y m e n t decreased f o r s ingle mothe r s o f ch i ld ren o f a l l 

ages. 

8.22 EMPLOYED MARRIED MOTHERS 1981-1998 
per cent of mamed mothers employed tull-lime and part-time 

with youngest child aged 0-4. 5-14. 15-24 

s 
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8.23 EMPLOYED SINGLE MOTHERS 1990-1998 
per cent o( single rrwthers emptoyed full-time and pan-time 

with youngest child aged 0-4, 5-14, 15-24 

0-4 full-time 0-4 paH-bme 5-14 fuS-lima 5-14 pan-tone 15-24 fut-Uma 15-24 pan-time 

Vl<ll 

S o u r c e : Tabour Force Status and Other Characteristics of Tamilies. 

( A B S C a t . 6 2 2 4 . 0 ) 
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The Centrefor ituJifienJiiU Stiulies 

EariiingK 

S i i u i the i t i inxki t i ion of ec|iuil p;iy in . \ustralia. tlx." g a p I x l w e e n m e n a n d w o n x n s average 

w e e k l y earn ings has dec l ined . Austral ia n o w lias o n e o f the l o w e s t g e n d e r e a r n i n g gaps in 

the w o r l d . >X'bmen s e a r n i n g s w e r e 65% o f m a l e e a r n i n g s in 19*^8. T h e g a p results fr< mi ,i 

higher proi^ortion o f fetn:ile than male part-time w o r k e r s a n d the tnierruptk)ns in w o m e n s 

work ex|x-rienix' th;il i m | X - c l e i a r e e r d e v e l o p i n e n l . 

Figure 8.2-1 S I H .\\ s lemak' ; i \ iT.igc- w e e k l y total earnings (all fni i i ik- i-mpir A X X - S ) ; I S : I pni [n )ni<)n 

of n u l e average w e e k l y KXal earnings (all male eniployc-es). 
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8.24 AVERAGE W E E K L Y F E M A L E EARNINGS 
as a percentage of average weekly male earnings 

1968 1973 1978 1983 1988 1993 

Source: Aivntfie iVivkly Iuirnin,i>s. Auslmlici. ( A U S C a t . 6.302.0) 

1998 
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